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tionable amnsements tax, The hospital should
be supported either by direct tax or by a
State lettery or premium bonds, as suggested
:hy Mr. Fraser. I do not se: why all this
money should go to Queensiand, or Tasmania.
I have yet to see evidence that the morals
of the people of Tasmania or Queensland
are worse than ours by reason of the fact
that they are allowed to run conmsultations
in those States.

Hon. W. J. Mann:
wowsers there.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: We allow
bookmakers here and other forms of gamb-
ling, and why not allow these consulta-
tions also¥ During my election tour I was
able fo recognise the position of the towns
along the Great Souihern railway with re-
gard to their water supplies. I went to
Wagin several times but found no water
there. Katanning and other towns are in
nearly as bad a position. These towns will
grow larger and they should receive hetter
treatment. Efforts are made fo supply
them with water by means of mud dams
someéwhere in the neighbourhood. It is all
very well to say, “Give them water”; bul
they want soft and clear water, something
akin to the Albany water. Considera-
tion should be given to a big comprehensive
scheme for watering all these towns. Water
is without limit in the fvicinity of the
place where Albany drawa its own supply.
We know that the Albany water is equal to
anything in Australia, for it was so deter-
mined by the analysis that was made for the
purpose of testing it for the woollen mills.
I hope consideration will be given to that
necessary provision. I have mueh pleasure
in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. E, H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

There are not so many

Howuse ad journed at .57 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FROZEN MEAT.
WYNDHAM.

Mr. MANN asked the Premier: 1, What
quantity of frozen beef is available on spot
at the Wyndham Meat Works for sale for
consumption in this State? 2, What quan-
tity can be made available per month for
consumption in the State during the present
killing season at Wyndham?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, The
works will close down on 4th Seplember.
The estimated remaining quantity of frozen
beef to ecome to hand for consumption with-
in the State is 353 tons. Of this guantity,
93 tons has been shipped per “Koolinda”
due at Fremantle about 21st inst.; about
200 tons will be shipped per “Kangaroc”
leaving Wyndham on T0th September, and
about 60 tons per “Koolinda” leaving Wynd-
ham about 26th September.

QUESTION—WHEAT, BULE-
HANDLING.

Mr. FERGUSON asked the Premier: In
view of the interest in and importance of
buli handling of wheat to the wheat growers
of the State, will the Government appoint
a practieal wheat grower to the committee
that is inquiring into the question?

The PREMIER replied: The present in-
quiry into the bulk handling of wheat ques-
tion is purely departmental and it is not
congidered advisable to add to the com-
mittee.

QUESTION—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
DINNER, COST.

Mr, SLEEMAN asked the Premier: From
where does the money come and who foots
the bil! for the annual Western Australian
dinner held in London?
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The PREMIER replied: The money is
supplied by those who attend the dinner
and foot the bill.

QUESTION—AFPPLES, PROPOSED
IMPORTATION.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is he aware that efforts are
being made to export apples from South
Australia to this State? 2, If so, what
steps are being taken to prevent this aetion
in the inferests of Western Australian
orchardists?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, From Press paragraphs 1 am
aware it has been suggested that some
steps shall be taken, 2, The existing regu-
lations prohibit the importation of apples
into Western Austraha.

ADDRES-IN-REPLY.
FEighth Day.
Debate resumed from the 16th August,

MPR. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [4.37]:
During the course of the debate, members
have raised numerous questions, and mostly
all of them have been on interesting matters,
I am not going to delve into the Governor’s
Speech, but T wish to say it is pleasing that
our exports have almost reached the volume
of our imports, and that in all probability,
if the season turns out as favourably as we
expeet, we shall soon reach the stage when
there will no longer be an adverse balance
of trade. I am sure every member will join
with me in hoping that will be so, because
it will have the effect of alleviating many of
our present difficulties, one in particuler,
the unemployment difficulty—to whick I
shall refer later—while it will also assist
the State generally. It may seem rather
ludicrous to talk about the water supply at
the present time. Through the courtesy of
the acting Minister for Works I, with many
other members, was able recently to inspect
Churchman’s Brook, which scheme is now
practically complete, I congratulate those
responsible for the work on the splendid
effort they have put forward which, I be-
lisve, will be most successful, The work
appeals to me as having been earried out
on the latest seientific lines. Churchman’s
Brook has been designed as a permanent
reservoir and the result, I believe, will be
to inerease greatly the supply of water
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available for the metropolitan area. Dur-
ing the visit we had an opportunity to talk
with the engineers, and I was astounded to
learn what &n enormous supply is necessary
for the metropolitan area. During the last
ten or 12 years the metropolitan area has
increased its population greatly, and it
seems that the rate of progress in future
will be very much greater. If that is so,
unless the Government institute at once the
building of additional reservoirs, the metro-
politan area in 12 or 15 years time is likely
to be faced with a shortage of water, I know
that the present Government are pushing
the present scheme ahead, but I do
not think it is too early for them
fo prepare for the building of addi-
tional reservoirs. It must be realised
that in building the present reservoirs we
have been tapping the main sources of sup-
ply, and that when the present scheme is
completed our engineers will probably have
to look in some other direction for water.
Therefore, I urge that it is not too early to
think about augmenting the supply for the
metropolitan area,

Hon. W. J. George: It was all planned
out when I was in office.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am quite aware
that the scheme now being bronght into
operation was instituted by the previons
Government, and I realise that the present
Government have carried on the work as
guickly as finanees would permit. T do not
suggest that the Government will call a halt
when the present scheme is completed, but
I do voice the opinion, after listening to
what the engineers had to say, that it is not
too early to prepare an additional scheme
for the future.  While dealing with the
question of water, let me refer to the photo-
graphs that have been reproduced in the
“West Australian” during the last few days
of lagoons at Inglewood. Their oecurrence
ia not eommon in the metropolitan area, but
unfortunately they do occur in the district
I represent. Notwithstanding that Subiaco
i3 now expanding in population to the pro-
portions of a city, very great difficulty is ex-
perienced with the drainage system. On
any day during the last four or five weeks
small lagoons could have heen seen in some
of the most thickly populated parts of
Subisco. This difficulty can be overcome—
and we thought it would have been overcome
before now—if the Government would carry
on the drainage from Shenton Park lake.
Five years ago we were definitely promised
by the then Minister for Works, the member
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for Muwrray-Wellington, that the sewerage
system would be started in Subiaco early in
the following year. It was started in March.
Side by side wilth that scheme we were
promised the drainage of the lake. It is
41y yvears sineé the sewerage scheme was
starfed in Subiaco and yet nothing has been
done in the matter of drainage.

Mpr, North: That is, the drainage of storm
water?

Mr. RICHARDSOX : The construction of
the storm-water drains has not been under-
taken. The loeal council, believing that the
lake would he drained in the near future,
turned all its sabsidiary drains into Shen-
ton Park lake. The consequence is that,
when heavy rains occur, the water rises and
banks up all the drains until they overflow
into the streets. I understand that the cost
of the drainage scheme wounld be £33,000 to
£40,000. I cannot say that that was a
definite estimate. T know that the Subinco
municipal engineer estimates the cost at
£25,000 and I think the Drainage Depart-
ment engineers estimated the cost at £40,000.
Which estimate is correct, I eannot say.
Perhaps a medium might be struek by say-
ing the cost would be ahont €33,000. The
Treasprer will naturally sav, “We have not
the finances to do it.” But the local muni-
cipal council are likelv to he mulet in heavy
damages unless something is done. Recently
the member for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally)
pointed out the diffienlties of the sitmation
in Inglewood. I appreciate those difficul-
ties, heeause my district has experienced
them to a considerable exteni. They have
already cost the loral council a large sam.
On one oceasion, I may mention, a woman
had to he carried out Iate at night from her
home through several feet of water in the
vard, there heing several inches in the house.
She and her family had to he taken to a
hotel and left there until the water receded.
Afterwards it eost the Snbiaco eouncil a
considerable amount to have the place
cleaned np. And that sort of thing is con-
tinnously moine on. Therefore T do hope
the Government will wive seridus and speedv
attention to the trouble. Apart from the
faet that water lodging anvwhere is a nuis-
anee to the people at the time, there is the
further consideration that in receding and
dryving off it is a menace to health. The
Subizeo eouncil are continvously digging up
areas which have heen flooded so as to
freshen them up, as soon as the warm
weather sets in. T have hrought this sub-
jeet under the notice of the House previ-
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ously, and [ do trust that this year’s Loan
Estimates will make provision for over-
coming the diffienlty. I frust, also. that this
kind of thing will not be prevalent next
vear. Subiaeo has suffered from it now for
three or four years. Strange though it may
seem, it is a faet that the water level of
Shenton Park lake during the last 30 vears
has risen no les= than 18 feet. If that is to
continne, flonding must necessarily take
place around alt the residences in West
Subtaco. The water level is steadily elimb-
ing, and is heroming so high that in the near
future, unle=x the area is dvained, it will be
imposeible to cope with the water. T place
the facts before the Government, and T hope
they will tnke immediate action. While T
am speaking of draihage, it is opportune to
sugeest that the Government make a start
with that work. The present time is speci-
allv opportune hecause to-day so many men
are looking for work. TUnquestionably the
urnemployment problem ranks among the
greatest, if it is not the very greatest, which
the Government have to solve, Tn many
quarters the blame for unemplovment is
being laid at the daor of the Federal (Yov-
ernment, but T eannot subseribe to that view.
In my apinion, the fault dees not lie at the
door of the Federal overnment. I readily
admit that Western Australin has lbeen re-
ceiving ton many Southern Europeans, but
it must be realised that a policy adopted
towards a friendly nation snch as Ttaly, and
extending over many years, cannot be
altered exeept with considevable difficulty in
the direetion of preventing Italians migrat-
ing from their land to ours, Let me remind
hon. members that in the outside world
Australia is looked upon as a nation in
itself, TL.et us bear in mind that we are an
inlegral part of Great Britain, and that
Great Britain bhas an international policy.
Tn the ease of a friendly nation such as the
Italinns, who assisted us in the Great War
and have ever heen friendly to (reat
Britain, it is an exiremely delicate task for
the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth
to say, “Yon must not allow any of your
peonle to go to Australia,” or rather. “Your
people will not he permitted to enter Aus-
tralia.” That was the diffenlty whick con-
fronted the Federal Government. When we
hegan to complain here—probably there
were complaints from other States as well—
the Federal Government took action. But
that action could not be brought to frrifion
in a-day., Comnmunications had to pass to
the British Government, and from the
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British Government back to the Federal
Government, and many intricate matters, of
which we probably have no conception, had
to be arranged before anything could be
done to meet our desire. The Bruce-Page
Government, however, got over the difficalty,
and in my opinion did so in a very mnice
manner. No complications have set in, a
faet which no doubt is largely due to the
tact with which the Ifalian Consul assisted
the Federal Prime Minister. We are now
assured by Mr. Bruce that not more than
600 Ttalians will be allowed to land in Awus-
tralia vearly; and, if 1 remember rightly
what I read, these are to be the near rela-
tives of those Italians who are already in
Auystralia. The circumstances naturally sug-
gest that the people eoming here fo join
relatives will become permanent residents
of Aunstralia. Amongst all the six States
we should easily be able to absorb 600 or
so of these Southern Europeans annually.
The [Italians are good eitizens, reliable
workers, and honest people; and absorbing
that number of them Anstralia will not be
in any danger.

The Minister for Railways: You made the
qualification, amongst the whole of the
States,

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes,

The Minister for Railways: But Western
Australia gets the lot.

Mr. Mann: In that case some of them
must come baek here overland, ns they do
not all get off at Fremantle,

Mr, RICHARDSON: The Minister speaks
of all the Ttalians, but no doubt he means
the greater proportion. I undersiand that
Western Australia does absorb the greater
proportion of them, or has been attempling
te do so. Queensland comes mnext. How-
ever, that is an aspeect which the Premier
might consider with the Prime Minister, We
must try to regard the matter from a reas-
onable point of view; and if during recent
years we have been absorbing the greater
part of the Southern Furopeans, then for
gome little time fo come we shall have to
accept more than our quota as eompared
with jother States, Naturally the Italians
here will be desirous of brimging ount their
wives or mothers, and we shall have to ah-
sorb these additional migrants. If Southern
European immigration is really fo be re-
stricted to eloser relatives, it will mean ihe
coming of women, and this will not affect
the unemployment position at all. Tnstead
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of condemning the Prime Minister for the
action he has taken—and he took immediate
action to prevent those people from coming,
when we knew we could not absorb them—-
we shonld praise him highly for the diplo-
matic manner in which he has coped with
the difficulty. Many theories have been ad-
vanced to elucidate the cause of unemploy-
menf. I do noi agree with the Government
in the methods they have adopted during
the past four or five montbs. I consider it
my duty to criticise the Administration
when I hold eriticism. to he due. I do not
think the Government have handled the un-
employment problem at all well. They might
have done very mueh more, and what they
did they might have done very much earlier.
However, I have a higher duty to perform
than that of criticism. Xf I have any sug-
gestions to offer for the solution of the
problem, it is my duty to offer them to the
Government, and in -fact to assist in every
way possible to overcome unemployment.
That is how I view my duty here. The
unemployment problem is not new. West-
ern Australia has beer favoured by reazon
of the fact that it has enjoyed prosperity
for a number of years, and so the unem-
ployed difficalty has not been too acute to
be remedied. = However, the problem has
been growing larger and larger during the
past two years, until to-day there are pro-
bably in the whole of Western Australia
some 8,000 or 9,000 unemployed. It seems
futile to suggest complete measures of re-
lief, but we must give sorme measure of re-
lief; these people cannot be allowed to
starve. To put my view in plain and blnt
language, I hold that in Western Australia
there are now too many people trying to
live on the proceeds of what comes from the
primary producer. We have reached that
economic stage when it beeomes impossible
for the primary producers to keep ail those
who are relying on them in employment

eontinuouslv. We must look around for
some means of extending emplovment.
There is only one real inethod of

doing that, only one method which will
give permanent relief by providing worl
for every man in Western Australia, No
counfry has ever grown rich or great on
primary production alone. Tt is the second-
ary industries which have provided wealth
and employment for the people, and made
them happy and contented. Firsi of all
wa must have primary production, hut if we



320

are to grow great we must have secondary
industries as well,

Mr, A, Wansbrough: And we must sup-
port those secondary industries,

Mr, RICHARDSON: Yes, in every pos-
sible shape and form. I know it is a diffi-
cult matter to establish secondary industrics
in Western Australia. I bave had ex-
perience of that in some companies with
which I bave been connected. During ihe
time of the previous Government, however,
there was initiated a scheme whereby the
Agricultural Bank loaned up to 100 per
cent. of money used for developmental pur-
poses. We know the great benefit derived
by Western Australia from that policy,
which the present Governmeni have contin-
ned. It is entirely due to that policy that
men without rneans who went on the land
found themselves just as independent as
the men with money, since they could carry
on their clearing and general development
work, Indeed, they came out right ou top,
as we see to-day. The present Government
and previons Governments have assisted see-
ondary industries.

Mr., Mann: That assistance has not been
as suecessful as assistance to primary in-
dustries.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Let me point out
the possibility of extending whaf has been
done in this respeet. It will be said that
in the ease of secondary industries the asset
is somewhat different. I cniirely agree that
the asset of, say, a manufacturing company
differs from soch an asset as developed
land. There is, however, one example of
assistance to secondary industry which [
desive to bring before the House, Some
years ago the Calyx Porcelain Company
started operations in my distriet. They had
rather a bad time for several years, by rea-
son of their determination to use nothing
but local materials for their manufactures.
They expended a good deal in experiment-
ing, with the result that gradually their
funds were exhausted. Thereupon the Gov-
ernment were approached, and lent the com-
pany a large sum of money. Ultimately,
however, the whole undertaking was handed
over to a liquidator. I helieve I am right
in saying that the Governmeni are now
behind him. With good management the
liguidator, who is one of our leading ae-
countants and a man of keen business acu-
men, one of those men who do nothing with-
out realising what will transpire after-
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wards, brought the ecompany to the position
of a paying concern. 1 Jo not know how
far the present Government assisted the
poreelain industry, but whatever assistance
they did render, supplementary to the as-
sistance rendered by the previous Govern-
ment, served to show plainly that if such
an industry can just get over that little
top, it will prove suecessful, giving em-
ployment and ereating wealth in our midst.
I am not too sure that the Government shond
not take into consideration the question
whether they will not still further extend
those aetivities, and provide more money for
secondary industries where they are satisfied
that those industries will be beneficial to the
State and ultimately will be suecessful. I do
not know upon what basis Government assist-
ance is rendered in that direction now. Nat-
wrally, the question will be regarded by the
Government from a business standpoint, but
I would point out that the lending of money
to farmers or to secondary industries is on a
basis tofally different from that of private
loans to individuals. If I were to lend £1,000
at 7 per cent. to a person who was engaged
upon a successful venture, my return would
be confined to the £70 interest. On the other
hand, should the Government make available
a loan to a farmer or to persons engaged in
establishing or carrying on an industry, the
Governiment secure returns in many indirect
ways to their benefit. In my opinion, the
Government should go into this matter, in-
vestigate the figures and endeavour to arrive
at what would represent an average return
from loans of that deseription. I place that
suggestion before the Government, believing
that secondary industries can be established
here. In the “West Australian® this morning
I noticed that Mr, Scullin, the Leader of the
Opposition in the House of Representatives,
said, after inspecting the Albany Woollen
Mills, that he was salisfied we could mane-
facture woollen goods jm Western Australia,
despite the comnpetition from the Eastern
States, just as well as those lines ecould be
manufactured anywhere else. I agree with
Myr. Scullin that we can manufacture as well,
if not better than is possible elsewhere. But
the question is: Can we manufacture goods
profitably ? Tf we cannot do that, we can-
not carry on.

The Minister for Railways: That is the
acid test of commercialism.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Exaectly, and that is
the whole erux of the position.
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The Premier: We could manufacture any-
thing on that basis.

Mr. RECHARDSON: The trouble is thag
we are exploited by the manufacturers of the
Eastern States.

Mr. Manon: We provide a good market,

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes, and the mann-
facturers in the Eastern States take advant-
age of it.

The Minister for Agriculiure: And our
legitimate manufactories become controlled
by Eastern States people.

Mr. RICHARDSON: TUndounbtedly. From
time to time I have pointed out that when
small econcerns have become established here,
and have reached the stage when success wus
assnred, someone cane in from the Easfern
States and bonght up shares, with the result
that those concerns were closed down. That
demonstrates clearly that we are under the
thumb of the manufacturers of the Eastern
States. Whether we can solve that problem
or not, T cannot say, but it is for the Gov-
ernment, and for members of Parliament
generally, to render every assistance possible
in overcoming it. That is a real difficulty
that presents itself at present. In my
opinion it is what is mainly responsitle for
unemployment in our midst to-day.

The Premier: There is no money avail-
able in the State for the establishment of
secondary industries, but there is plenty for
the provision of a new picture show or a new
motor garage.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1T agree with the
Premier. That is a remarkable feature of
the position confronting us to-day. If we
could advance a good proposition, what
would be the reeeption of it?

The Minister for Railways: If you want to
start a fin hare proposition, you can get
thonsands of pounds.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Of course.

The Premier: But if you want £1,000 for
a factory, you cannot get it.

Mr. RICHARDSON: No. We shall have
to face this problem some day, but it is
not too early to make preparations that
will have the effect of inducing people to
come here.

The Premier: 1 do not think we have
turned down any request for assistance
that was reasonable. People do not appear
to be willing to invest their money in the
establishment of industries.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Premier will
aeree with me that that presents one of

our greatest difeulties to-day. I do not
desire to be pessimistic, but unfess we
grapple with the position, it will beeome
intolerable.

The Minister for Railways: You would
not have us establish State factories?

Mr. RICHARDSON: No.

The Premier: But yonu want us to ren-
der Government assistance, and that is
what we are doing.

Hon. . Taylor: You have not refused
any reasonable request?

The Premier: No.

Mr. RICHARDSON : I want the Premier
to extend that assistance.

The Premier: There does not seem fo
be any interest evinced in that direction,
because people are afraid of Eastern
States competition.

Mr. RICHARDSON: We have to break
that down as mueh as possible; if we do
not, the position will be intolerable. At
present our boys have nowhere to go when
they leave school. They are lucky if they
secure work in an office until they are 18
years of age, but then they are summarily
dismissed because another junior, aged 14
ar 15 years, is brought on to do the work
that the 18-year old lad has been carrying
out. A boy of 18 is in a preearious position
beeause he can claim to he neither a man
nor & boy. The wage that he has to be
paid represents more than he can earn, and
there are no openings for him. QOnly one
in ten of our boys who enter commereial life
in an office, remains to reach a higher
position in that office. That is due to the
fact, luckily for him, that someone ahead
has died and created a vacancy that has
enabled the boy to seeure promotion.

Mr. Withers: You would not suggest
that the employers are exploiting junior
labour?

Mr. RICHARDSON: It cannot be said
that one man is exploiting another, pro-
vided the former works within the law.
That is the whole point. Employers are
acting within the law and they are not
exploiting junior labour. They require
juniors,

Mr. Thomson: Tn plain English, the
work to be done is boy’s work,

Mr. RICHARDSON: Exaetly.

Mr. Thomson: And an employer ecannot
afford to pay the boy a man’s wages for
it.
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Mr. RICHARDSON: The result is that
when the boy reaches 18 years of age he
is summarily dismissed and a junior taken
on. I hope this probiem will be faced in
an earnest manner. The Premier has given
gsome relief to the unemployed in our
midst, but I venture the opinion that,
notwithstanding that most of the relief
works have been commenced, not a fourih
of the unemployed have been engaged so
far. It is pitiable to be foreed to realise
that we eannot find employment for {hem.

Mr. Thomson: The tragedy of it all is
that the bulk of the labour is unskilled.

Myr. RICHARDSON: That is so.

The Minister for Railways: If we were
io provide work for them all, we would
heve another 2,000 or 3,000 people from
the Eastern States over here in the course
of the next few weeks,

Mr. RICHARDSON: Our prosperity is
really responsible for that. We are boom-
ing our prosperity. We anticipate another
record harvest, and I hope our autieipa-
fions will be realised. YWe are booming
ourselves in the Kastern States.

The Minister for Lands: We are not
booming ourselves.

Mr, RICHARDSON: We are telling the
truth, and that is sufficient to boom our-
gelves.

The Minister for Lands: But we are nol
doing it

Mr. RICHARDSOX : Even if we were to
issue warnings throughout the Eastern
States, it would not matter, because if there
is unemployment there and those who want
work know that Western Ausiralia is in
a prosperous eondition, they will come across
in the hope of securing employment.

The Premier: Consequently the conditions
obtaining in the Eastern States affect our
unemployed difficulty here.

Mr, RICHARDSON : Undoubtedly. Prob-
ably if we had a suecession of bad years in
Western Australia, and the Eastern States
experienced good seasons, our position would
affect them. We have to be fair in consider-
ing these matters and we have to look af
things as they are. T suggest that should
there be a future failure with the barvest
in the Eastern States, we will again be in-
nndated with people from the other side.
We must face the difficulty. As I have
already indicated, not more than a fourth
of the unemployed here have been provided
with work. That leaves thousands of un-
cmploved yet to be accommodated. How are
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we to get over that diffieculty? It is a big
task and one that we must deal with. If
the Government succeed in grappling with
it, T will give them every eredit for having
done so. The present is one of the most
diffienit positions with whick any Govern-
ment in this State bas been confronted.

The Minister for Railways: It is a world-
wide problem., 1t is not confined to any
single place.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Quite so, but we
bave to face the problem here.

The Minister for Railways: Unless we
shut out people, we cannot successfully fage
the problem here.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am not altogether
concerned about the unemployment in other
lands, but I am concerned about the posi-
tion in Western Australia. 1 have been
endeavouring to find a solution of the pro-
blem. The Government have afforded a cer-
tain amount of relief, but they have placed
the greater part of the responsibility with
the local governing authorities, who have to
provide the greater proportion of the money.
In my electorate we have been provided
with £640 from the Government, but we
are spending £2,640 of our own money.
This will ereate a greater difficulty in the
future. TImmediately oar money is spent,
the local governing authority in Subiace
will e unable to spend additional funds,
with the result that in the course of three
or four months the unemployed diffienlty
will be apparent again. It behoves the Gov-
ernment to look for some outlet for the un-
employed.

The Minister for Railways: It is all a
matter of money. If we had any amount
of money, we could provide work for any
number of people.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am in earnest
about this matter, I am not eriticising the
Government, for 1 realise the difficulties of
the position. At the same time I appreciate
the fact that this is a big man’s job, The
Government will have to rise to the ocea-
sion and overcome the unemplovihent pro-
blem. The trouble that c¢ulminated a few
weeks ago in quite a small riot provided
a spectacle that we do not like to see in
Western Awustralia, It hasg been said that
there is nothing like a hungry belly to make
a man bite both ways. If the unemployed
are allowed to go hungry, without any
attempt heing made to provide work for
them, we may have the experience of a few
wecks ago repeated in the streets of Perth.
T hope that will not be so. The task iz eer-
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tainly one for a big man and not only musi
the Clovernment rise to the occasion, but
every hon. member must rise to the occasion
as well in furthering the efforts of the Gov-
ermnent.

The Minister for Railways: If 5,000
people came into the State next week, how
would all the “rising to the occasmn” gt
over the diffieulty?

Mr. RICHARDSON: We know the num-
ber we have now; let us deal with then.

The Minister for Railways: The Premier
told you that there were 5,000 extra people
who camme to Western Australia during the
lagt six months.

Mr. RICHARDSON: It is useless trying
to dodge this question. We are sent to Par-
liament to undertake certain duties.

The Minister for Railways: There is no
question of trying to dodge the issve,

The Premier; We eannot solvé the pro-
blem of finding work for all the nnemployed
from the Kastern Stiates.

Mr. RICHARDSON:
that you can.

The Minister for Railways: But if those
people rome here, how can we overcome the
difficndty?

Mr. RICHARDSON: T suggest that we
Lhave a certain number of people unem-
ployed in Western Anstralia to-day.

The Minister for Ruilways: Where did
they come from?

Mr. RTCHARDSON: We do not know.

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
ment know,

Mr. RICHARDSON: We know where
some of them came Ffrom.

The Minisier for Railways: We know
that 5,000 extra came here during the last
s1x monihs,

Mr. Davy: Do you imagine that any move
are likely to come in%

The Alinister for Railways: Thousands
more might eome here next month,

Mr. Davy: If they did, they could not get
work,

The Mirister for Railways: If we were to
“rise to the occasion” and find work for all
of them, of course others would come.

Hon. G. Taylor: If yon could find useful
employment for them, it would be all right.
Mr Teesdale: Who is telling this yarn?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I have said it is
a big job to get over. We shall not get
over it by assnming that we are going to
get 5,000 more men from somewhere else.
What we have to do is fo look the matter
fairly and squarely in the face and say

I do not suggest
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whether we can or cannot find work for
the unemployed. If we ¢annot find work
for them, then we have to maintain them
without work. X have heard members on
the CGovernment side, four or five years
ago, say very eclearly that it was for the
then Premier, the present Leader of the
Opposition, to find work for the unem-
ployed. Those members in a lond voice
declared that that was the duty of the
Government. I listened and smiled, and

thought to myself that the tables would
be turned some dayv.

The Minister for Lands: Now they bhave
furned, and you are using the old argu-
ment.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Unless the Govern-
ment ecan find means to get over the diffi-
culty, they will merit sirong ecriticism dur-
the next session of Parliament. To-day
they are faced with the diffieulty, and T
amn asking whether they have any means
of getting over it. They will bave to find
means, for all members on the (Government
side have told us many times that it is the
duty of the Governent to provide work
for the unemployed. We have our unem-
ployed to-day, and so it is for the Govern-
went to find work for therm. If there arc
any reproductive works, every member will
agree that the Government should put
those reproduciive works in hand and so
find work for the unemployed. No man
in  Western Australia would eriticise
the Government for extending their loan
moneys with a view fo providing re-
productive works in order to assist
the unemployed. DBut if the Govern-
ment attempt to earry on with un-
preductive works, then they will deserve
criticism, I hope the Government will see
fit immediately to start very npecessary
works and to continue on with those works
until, with the change of the seasons, the
work provided by the primary prodacers
will serve fo furnish employment for all.
I am not in a eritieal frame of mind, but
Y want to see something done for the un-
emploved a2s soon as possible. Hon. mem-
bers in the metropolitan area are continu-
ally besieged by men requiring work; and
if a member eannot find work for the ap-
plicant, probably the applicant puts it en
the member for a few bob.

Mr. Lindsay: That is not confined fo
the metropolitan area.
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Mr. Wilson: We country members get
it double: first in the country and then in
the metropolitan area.

Mr, RICHARDSON: I should have
thought the hon. member was shrewd
encugh to put the applicant on to the local
member in the metropolitan area. I hope
that in the near future the majority of the
anemployed will be absorbed. If that is
done, due credit will be given to the Gov-
ernment for having earried out the joh.
I do not desire to say anything more on
that point, except to add that unemploy-
ment is caused principally because too
many of us have been trying to live on
the primary producer.

Mr. Panton: Why nof come with mem-
bers on this side, and take up a farm for
yourself ¢

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the hon. mem-
ber can show me a suitable block of land,
and find the necessary money. 1 am pre-
pared to take his advice. However, as I
say, that is the primary cause of unem-
ployment. This unemployment can be tem-
porarily relieved by an expenditure from
loan funds on reproductive works, and also
by increased production on the part of the
primary producers. But real prosperity
and work ean only be attained by eur hav-
ing sufficient secondary industries, so that
we can establish ourselves and not have
to bring in so many imports.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
to be the right fo work.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1t is said now that
a man has no right to work, and that he is
foolish if he does work. I am pleased to
notice that the Government intend to bring
down a Bill for a redistribution of seats.

Hon. G. Taylor: Will that ereate any
work?

Mr. Panton: You are anxzious to throw
five or six more men out of work.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Some of the unem-
ployed will be looking for the new seats.
They will provide an outlet for some of
those out of work.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The whole thing may
create some additional unemployment.

Mr. RICEARDSON: I can assure the
Government that any reasonable effort on
their part to bring about a redistribution
of seats will be supporied by me. There
are many existing anomalies, However, I
do not wish to go into those at present, for
the question has been thrashed out here on

There used
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many occasions. If the Government will
put up a redistribution of seats that is fair
and just, I will give them every support.

Mr. Withers: Who is to be the judge of
ils fairness and justice?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I do not intend o
delay the Bouse very much longer. I wish
to give a meed of praise to the Minister for
Railways. Last year, when speaking on the
Address-in-reply, I referred to the danger-
ous state of the tramlines along King’s
Park-road, down to the Perth-Fremantle-
road. The Minister, by interjection, said he
would attend to the matter, I am pleased
to say that work is now almost eompleted,
and I desire to thank the Minister for hav-
ing treated it as urgent.

Hon. G. Taylor: The same may be said
of the Oxzford-street line.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, 1 am
sorry to have robbed you of a grievance
you have had for the last five years.

Mr, RICHARDSON: While I applaud
the Minister for what he has done in that
respect, I cannot applaud him for having
beld wp the construction of the West
Subiaco framline. 1 again appeal to the
Minister to give due attention to thaf tram-
line, It is a very great necessity. Some
facilities are provided there by the motor
buses, but they are not handling the sitzna-
tion as it would be handled by a tramway.
It would be a profitable line from the very
ineeption, and would be a reproductive work,
50 I again ask the Minister to give it due
consideration. I trust the session will bring
forth much good legisiation. T ¢an assure
the Government that if they do put up good
legislation, I shall be prepared to support
them to the utmost.

MR. PANTON (Menzies) [5.24]: There
are one or two matters that have been
brought forward by members of the Oppo-
sition upon which I desive to say a few
words. One of those subjects is becoming
a hardy annual., Usually the member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) brings it forward, but
in his absence the member for Katanning
(Mr. Thomson) has dealt with it. I refer
to the subject of apprentices. When the
memher for Katanning was dealing with the
question the other evening be asserted that
he had scfficient data to prove, to him at
any rate, that the average number of ap-
prentices to journeymen in this State was
as one to three,

Mr. Thomson: That was supplied by the
Registrar General,
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Mr, PANTON: I do not know how the
bon, member worked out his percentages.
By interjection I asked him how he had
obtained that quota, but he did not answer
me. For many years past I have taken a
great deal of interest in the apprenticeship
system. It is a recognised fact that, through
the Arbitration Court, our apprenticeship
system is the best in Australia,

Mr, Thomson: That is not very ecreditable
to Australia.

Mr. PANTON: Evidently we have the
best of a poor lot. The faet remains that
for many years past, the trades nnion move-
ment in Western Australia has insisted upon
obtaining as good a system as possible. The
Arbitration Court, especially Mr. Somer-
ville, has spent a lot of time in framing a
system that is as nearly perfeet as may be
hoped for. When, the other night, the hon.
member said the actual percentage was as
one to three, I did not know how he arrived
at it, for it is nothing like that. There are
very few unions to which the Arbitration
Court has granted a proportion of onc
apprentice tc three journeymen, In al-
most every award the proportion is one to
two, or to three, or to four, or any fraction
thereof. When I asked the hon, member
had he taken the fractions into considera-
tion, evidently he thought it was not worth
bothering about. But in Western Australia
it has to be bothered about, For in Western
Australia our factories are on a fairly small
scale, and provided the emplover iz himgelf
a journeyman, he has no need to employ
a4 journeyman in order to get ean
apprentice. T have heard members com-
plain that it is impossible to get
an apprentice if the employer employs no
journeyman. But if the employer is him-
self a journeyman, he can get an appren-
tice. Of course it is of no use taking a
lad if the employer employs no journey-
men and iz not himself a journeyman, for
then the lad could not be tanght. But
under the fraction system, if the employer
i3 a jowrneyman he ean fake an appren-
tice.

Mr. Thomson: There are scores of places
where the average is only one apprentice to
three journeymen.

Mr. PANTON: That is 0. 'There is in
Western Australia secarcely a factory em-
ploying the fnll quota of apprentices al-
lowed by the Arbitration Court. They are
not wanted in the factory, for there is noi
the work for them to do.

323

Mr. Thomson: That is why we have so
many unskilled labourers,

Mr. PANTON: Of the 1%,000 migrants
coming to the State every year, I suppose
80 per cent. are upskilled. That is where
quite a2 number of the unskilled men are
coming trom.

Mz, Thomson: But we should give faeili-
ties for the training of men.

Mr. PANTON: The facilitics are there,
furnighed by the Arhitration Cowrt and
the unions. Who are going to be the ap-
prentices of the future? Will they be the
sons of men with plenty of capital? I
venture o say that between 95 and 98 per
cent, of the lpeal apprentices are the sons
of tradesmen.

Mr. Thomson: That iy the tragedy of it.

Mr, PANTON: The hon, member wants
the House to believe that a man and a
tradesman is going to prevent his hoy trom
learning the trade that hie himself has fol-
lowed.

Mr. Thomson: In effect, that is what it
means,

Mr. PANTON: The hon, member repeats
that statement until he almost helieves it,
but it is not the position. The hon. member
the other day quoted certain trades in which
the apprentices, he said, were not suflicient.
He quoied only seven. He took bhrick-
making first as that which had the largest
proportion of journeymen to apprentiees.

Mr. Thomson: I tack the trades in their
ordinary rotation.

Mr, PANTON: 1 would point out that
“Ba” comes before “Br,” and that there-
fore baking ecomes in front of brickmaking.
Let me deal with brickmakers first. The
hon. member said that the proportion was
one apprentice to foar journeymen. How
many apprentices ‘would it be necessary
to apprentice to the brickmaking trade?
Would a boy want much time in which

fo learn how to dig clay, or wheel
a barrow along a plank? There are
one or two moulders employed in

association with a kiln, and each wants
» good hefty boy. If a boy has the neces-
sury musele and a good back he will soon
he able to make bricks. The hon. member
then referred fo bootmaking, and said the
proportion was one to three or a fraction
thereof. The repairers in that industry
lhave a proporiion of one to one. Outside
of repairing, bootmaking in Western Aus-
tralia consists chiefly of machine-made
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boots. TUnless it be in the case of some old
bootmaker, it is very difficult to get a pair
of boots made by hand. Fully 80 per cent.
of the employees in the bootmaking fac-
fories here ave females. In every factury
one sees long lines of girls at the machines.
Monst of the men are also machinists,

My, Thomson: Why the neeessity for
having apprentices if anyone can do the
work? )

Mr PANTOXN: I wade that remark in
relatior. to brick-making. The proportion
in bootmaking is one to three, according
to the hon. member, whereas betwen 80 and
85 per cent. of the employees are females,
and the proportion of female apprentices
is three juniors to one senior. In the case
of loilermakers, the proportion is ona ap-
prentice to two journeymen, or fraction
thereof. In how many boiler factories in
Western Australia wonld one find that the
actual figures were not one to one? In the
carpentering frade the proportion is one to
two. In the metropolitan area the number
of apprentices i3 146, With regard to the
clothing trade, the hon. member said therc
were three male apprentices to one jour-
neyman. He remarked that this was a
small industry. If is so “small’”’ that there
are 276 apprentices engaged in the metro-
politan area. Ie passes this over hecaunse
the proportion is three junior males to one
senior.

Mr, Thomson: I am sorry I did not quote
the full list.

Mr. PANTON: T am sorry too, beeause the
further the hon. member had gone the more
would my argument have been strengthened,
He said the proportion in the butehering
trade was one to four., [ de not know
where he got that information, The actual
proportion is one to one up to four jour-
neymen. Perhaps he did not notice the
words ‘fup to” and read the sentenre as
one to four, In this State the proportion
15 one apprentice to one journeyman up
to four jonrpeyman. In the case of the
engineers, the proportion is one to three
ot fraction thercof, and 160 or more appren-
tices are engaged in the trade.

Mr. Thomson: How many engineers are
engaged?

Mr. PANTON: Verv nearly 500 engineers
are engaged in this State. T am positive
that there is hardly one engineering shop
in Western Australia that has its full eom-
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plement of apprentices, as provided by the
Arbitration Court.

Hon. G. Tayler: It 1s the vnly one that
has the full complement, aid you say?

Mr. PANTON: | say there would not be
anything ke the full ecoiaplement in
that trade. In the eclothing trade, although
there are 276 apprentices engaged, there is
reom for scores of others, bat the factories
will not take them. These are the only
trades mentioned by the hon. member. There
are in all 31 trades which have apprentices
as provided by the Avbitration Court. The
hon. member said he had proved his argu-
ment by quoting only seven trades, but, as
I have shown, he was very much astray.

Mr. Thomson: You have not convinced
me that T am wrong.

Mr. PANTON: I am not endeavouring to
convince the hon. member; it would be im-
possible to do se. I am endeavouring to get
into “Hansard” a reply to his statement,
which would make it appear that trades
unions were doing something that was wrong
in this regard.

Mr. Thomson: T repeat what T have said.

Mr, PANTON: But repetition will not
alter the facts. The hon. member referred to
only seven trades out of 31. The eomplete
list is as follows:—Baking, boiler-making,
book-binding,  boot-making,  butehering,
slanghtering, ecarpentering, clothing, coach
building, engineering, electrical fitting, elee-
troplating, furniture, hairdressing, jewellery,
letter press machining, lithography, mould-
ing, optical, painting, paper-ruling, pastry-
cooking, plumbing, printing, saddlery, and
leather working trades, tailoring, timber ma-
chining, shipwrichting, and typographiecal.
The rest of the trades are working under what
is known as the junior system. In this State
that system in very few cases is awarded by
the Arbitration Counrt. Almost without ex-
ception, where junior workers are engaged
on the proportional basis, this has been ae-
companied by an agreement hetween the em-
plover and the union made around the table.
One would think, if there was any rreat neces-
sity or desire on the part of the emplover
to get a greater percentage of junior workers
to seniors. it would be at a round-table dis-
eussion that he would put forward his argn-
ments. Tf emplovers were very anxious o
obtain junior workers, they would go to the
Arhitration Court, and get a lower rate pro-
vided than now exists. The Shop Assistants
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Union comprise the largest section of the
community, covering junior labour. The pro-
portion there is one to ome. In the case of
females, there are five juniors to every four
geniors. The same thing applies to clerieal
workers. So it is all round the place where
junior workers are engaged. One of the big-
gest industries in the State is that connected
with farming.

Mr. Lindsay: We agree with you there,

Mr. PANTON: So far as I know, there
is nothing in any Arbitration Court award
to prevent farmers from training as many
apprentices as they like,

Mr. Lindsay: Thank God for that.

Mr. PANTON: That is something we have
got. I venture to think they do not work out
in the proportion of one apprentice farmer
to six journeymen farmers.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing like it.

Mr. PANTON: And we do not get any
“thank God.”

The Minister for Mines: It is more like
one to twenty.

Mr. PANTON : If members on the eross
henches are so perturbed abont the necessity
for training our boys, surely they could not
be training them for a better pursuit than
that associated with the tilling of the seil.

Mr. Thomson: We are training them. For-
tunately the court does not deal with those
apprentices, otherwise we wounld have the
same restrietions.

Mr. PANTON: For every British or Ans-
fralian boy who iz working on a farm, 1T
venture to say that five Jugo-Slavs or Italians
are employed.

Mr. Thomson : That is not correct.

Mr. PANTON: Before the hon. member
complains about trade unions preventing
boys from being apprenticed to trades in the
metropolitan area, he should start out with
Lis own distriet. Any disabilities from which
boys are sufferine as regards apprentice-
ship, can be laid at the door of the hon.
member and of his friends in another placs,
The other night the member for Katannines
replied to an interjection from the member
for Albany. T do not know whether he in-

tended that to 2o into “Hansard.” The
member for Albany said, *Do von sue

epet that we instructed the Arhitration
Conrt?" The member for Katannine
replied. “I do sngpest that. in the

interests of the bovs and girls of Western

LY.T4

Australia.” The hon. member says we in-
structed the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Thomson: Hear, hear!

Mr. PANTOXN: This House instructed
the Avbitration Court in 1925, We went
out of our wayv to instruct the court what
to do with regard to apprentices, and -
serted Subsection 4 into Section 55 of the
Industrial Arbitration Aet.

Mr. Lindsay: Which Government in-
structed the ecourt?

Mr. PANTON: This Parliament did. If
the hon. member likes we will say ihis
Government introduced the subseetion, and
this House passed it. T reads as follows:—

Any employer who, when required by the Court
or by the Apprenticeship Board in the casze of
apprentices in the building grade, to enter into an
agreement of apprenticeship, neglects or refuses
to do so without reasonable cause, shall be guilty
of an offence ; penalty, £50.

this House left it to the Arbitration Court
to frame regulations to put the subsection
mto effeet.

Mr. Thomson: WWho asked that the num-
ber of apprentices should be restricted, the
employers or the employees?

My, PANTON: Both sides.
pends upon who files the elaim.

My, Thomson: T think so.

Mr. PANTOX: That is what this House
decided wpon. 8o far as I know, there was
no argument agamst it. Everyone was
agreed that the Arbitration Court was the
proper place to interpret the apprenticeship
clauses. The court framed a certain regula-
tion. This is what it said—

Where in any case the coutt is of opinion that the
number of apprentices being trained in any trade,
industry, craft, occupation or callingis insufficient
to meet the requirements of the particular trade,
industry, craft, oconpation or calling in the matter
of skilled artisans, the court may make such in-
vestigation and order as it may be deemed necessary
to permit or require any employer to employ such
further number of apprentices 8s may be directed.

Notice of such order ahall be given to the industrial
union and to the employers’ association concerned.

It all de-

We decided in Parliament, probhably after
hearing the member for Katunning, the
member for Swan and one or two others as
to the necessity for making befter provision
for apprentices. to pass this subsection.

Mr. Thomson: Why do the unions ask for
restrictions as to the numbers?

My, PANTON: T have zone to the eourt
and asked for a £7 a week wage, but have
only received half. Tt is not a question of
what we ask for, but what we reeeive, This
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House, realising that faet, toock upoa itself
to pass that subsection. Under that regula-
tion they wanted to be able to go to any
engineering shop or factory and say, “You
have not a suffieient nuinber of apprentices,
you must take mwre.” What happened to
that regulation? As hon. memhbers know,
regulations have to be laid on the Tables of
both Houses. Evidently hon. members in
this House were satisfied with the regua-
tion, but when it went to another place a
motion was submitted for its disallowance
and it was carried by 14 votes to seven.

My, Sleeman: Who wmoved it?

Mr. PANTOXN: That would be telling
tales out of school. The faet remains that
it was disallowed and that all the Govern-
ment did, supported by this House, to in-
sist that the employers should take their fair
share of apprentiees, our friends at the cther
end took fine care to see it was not hrought
into effect.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you think that the
regulation would have worked well?

Mr. PANTON: There is no doubt about
it. What was in the mind of the Minister
for Labour when he had that clause inseried
in the Bill relating to the building trades?
So far as I know—I may be wrong—there
are only two registered apprentices in the
building trade ontside ecarpentering and
bricklaying. The contractor who buill the
post office employs two, whilst no other has
any apprentices beeause the contracts are
not hig enough to permit of apprentices
being taken on, the view Dbeing held that
when a contract is finished the apprentices
would be on the employver’s hands.

Mr, Thomson: Why don't you have the
improver system?

Mr. PANTON: Bricklayers themselves
have taken apprentices and taught them.
What the Minister for Labour had in mind
was the establishment of a building trades
board under which apprentices could he
transferred from one contract to another.
But that regulation was disallowed and the
trades unions took up the matter and re-
cently got that board going. The resvlt will
be that more apprentices will be employed
than has been the ease in the past. In my
opinion the bigger the State grows the fewer
apprentices will be trained. Time after time
we have heard in this House and outside
also of the necessity that exists for organ-
jsing industry as it iz organised in Ameriea.
We have been told that if we are to compete
with outside inductry, that wili have to be
done, and that when it is done there will be
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no need for iraining apprentices to any
large extent. When industry is organised to
the efficiency that exists in Ameriea, it will
ouly be a question of a man putting in
No. 6 or a No. 8 bolt, and there will be no
need for men to be tanght how to do that.
So that, as [ have said, as Western Australia
grows, there will be less need for appren-
tices.  The member for Katanning, when
speaking the other night, talked about a
young ftellow who got in four years of his
trade. But I would ask bim how many are
there who are taught a teade to-day? In
bootmaking a young man may be pul on to
a parfienlar machine and there he stays. No
man learns to make a complete suit of
clotlies. It is no use apprenticing a boy in
the hope of making him an all-ronnd trades-
man 25 the memher for Katanning would
like him to be.

Mr. Thomsen: How does he hecome con-
nected with those trades?

Mr. PANTON: How does he become con-
nected with them to-day? The member for
Subiaco (Mr. Richardson) preached the gos-
pel of more secondary industries. That is
the on'y hope we have. I am trying fo
point out that training will not necessarily
be as it was in the years that have gone.
The member for Pingelly (Mr. Brown) the
other evening contended that if it had not
been for the basic wage, farmers would be
employing more men than they enploy =at
the present time. ILike the member for
Katanning, however, the member for Pin-
gelly was not able to reply to any inter-
jections that were made while he was speak-
ing. I have vet to lcarn what the basie
wage has to do with the employment of
farm hands. I think I have been a fairly
close student of the eases that have been
before the Arbitration Court in this
State and elsewhere, and I bave yet to learn
that the basic wage applies to farm hands.

Mr. Brown: Wages are double to-day
what they were two years ago.

Mr, PANTON: I believe that, Men were
getting 8s. a day a few vears ago and to-day
they are receiving 17s. 6d., but the hon.
member i3 trying to tell the House, and he
nas also said this on the platform outside
where there were no Labour speakers to
contradict him, that Labour was respon-
sible for the application of the basic wage
to farm hands. 1 went to a distriet in
this State and I came across a farmer who
said that some union in the Eastern States
was endeavouring to seeure £6 a week for
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farm hands and that this would be applied
generally if Labour were returned to
power. It had nothing whatever to do
with this State, and the member for Pin-
zelly should know there is no association
between the Federal award and a State
award, that the State award can be made
a common rule and not so with the Federal
award.

Mr. Thomson: You are not suggesting
people are working for lower wages here
than in the Eastern States?

Mr, PANTON: The hon. member ecan
bet hiz boitom dollar that if £6 is being
paid in the Eastern States it will also be
paid here. An application was put in.

Mr. Thomson: It was made to the Fed-
eral Court.

Mr. Brown: What about chaff-cutters?

My. PANTON: There is an agreement
with the shearers, but that agreement does
not cover a genera! farm hand.

Mr. Thomson: It goes mighty close to
it.

Mr. PANTON: As a matter of faet the
Federal Court, when granting an award in
connection with the shearing industry, re-
fused an award for shed hands in this
State, and if the hon. member has any
sheep to shear he will know that.

Mr. Lindsay: We had to find the money
to ficht the case.

Mr. PANTON: T suppose that the hon.
member also had to find money to fight the
Commissioner of Taxation., However, 1
lope the member for Pingelly is now sat-
isfied that the hasic wage in this State does
not apply te the farming induostry. Bunt
there is no reason why it should not do
s0, and I hope the time will arrive when
farm hands will orpanise amongst them-
selves in the hope of bringing it about.

Mr. Thomson : Let us hope that the price
of wheat will rise in the meantime,

Mr. PANTON: Another question that I
wish briefly to deal with, and in this State
we get it in Parliament and on the public
platform, is the reference to continual in-
dustrial turmeil, that we are for ever with-
ount it.

Mr. Thomson: You want to travel to
find out all about that.

Mr. PANTON: I do not dounbt that for
5 moment when people like the hon. mem-
ber get up on platforms and make the
statements that we often read in the news-
papers; that Australia is yun by a set of
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communisés and that we are never free
from industrial trouble. Such statements
find their way te the Old Country and to
various parts of the world, and, made as
they are by responsible c¢itizens from the
public platform, some eredence is placed
on them.

Mr. Thomson: What about the coal in-
dustry to-day; read the article in this
morning’s paper.

Mr. PANTON: T read not only the
articles in the newspapers, but I also read
the statisties of Australia and those of
other countries. The hon. member should
also read the statistics of other countries
before he diseredits Australia in the eyes
of the world. We can agree that Austra-
lia is about the best industrially organised
country in the world. There is a greater
percentage of workers in the trade unions
of Australia than in any other part of the
world, that is, on a population basis. I
suppose we shall be told a great deal more
about our supposed industrial troubtles,
right up to the 17th November, when the
elections will take place, and we shall
probably also learn that Australia, on ae-
count of strikes, lost more working days
than any other country and that unless a
party other than Labour is returned, the
position will remain the same. For the
information of the hon. member, I would
like to quote some figures for the years
1920 to 1928 showing the working days
Tost on aceount of strikes in England and
in Australia. These are the figures—

Great Britain. Australia:

1820 ... ... 26,570,000 1,872,065
1821 ... ... 85,870,000 956,617
1922 ... .. 19,850,000 858.685
1923 ... .. 10,670,000 1,145,977
1924 ... 8,420,000 918,641
1825 ... we 7,962,000 1,128,006
1926 ... 162,233,000 1,310,260

The grand total of the figures is—@Great
Britain 321,565,000 and Australia 8,190,821,
Those are the figures over a period of
seven years, and they show that Great
Britain, possessing seven times the popu-
lation of Australia, lost working days
totalling forty times the number of those
fost in Australia.

Mr. Thomson: That does not say it is
right all the same.

Mr., PANTON: We never find the states-
men of Great Britain eabling out to Aus-
tralin such figures as I have before me;
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they are obtainable only in the pamphlets
and books issued by the statisticians. and are
not broadeast throughout the world. In
such places where we are led to believe
everybody happy and contented, it is diffi-
cult to find out what is taking place, but I
was suceessful in obfaining figures for six
months of the year 1927.

Mr. Teesdale: I would not quote those
fizures; they are too rotten for words,

Mr. PANTON: Still, they give some idea
of what is happening there. The total
number of working days lost during the six
months was 25,000,000,

The Premier: There is no country in the
world that is condemned by its owa people
as Australia is.

Mr. PANTON: That is so. Germany,
with ten times our population, lost
183,230,000 days, or, taking the proportion
of population, the loss of working days
there was over twenty times that of Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Lindsay: You must be quoting the
unemployed figures.

Mr. PANTON: Germany is the country
that globe-trotters hold up to us as an
object-lesson, whose people are working so
hard to capture our industries. France,
Italy, Norway and Sweden are all well
ahead of Australia in the proportion of
lost working days. I claim that such faets
should be taken into consideration. Yet we
find members of Parliament and men hold-
ing responsible positions taking the plat-
form and making disastrous statements that
are cabled all over the world, when, all said
and done, the loss of work in Awustralia is
infinitesimal alongside the loss in other
countries.

Mr. Lindsay: A great proportion of our
population is engaged in primary prodize-
tion and cannot afford to go on strike.

Mr. PANTON: Of course the people in
Canada and Germany do not grow anything!
We are the only primary-producing country
in the world! Tf the whole of our wheal
production were put alongside that of the
test of the world, it would be diffienit to
find it. T admit that no country can afford
to lose so many working davs. I am not
contending that it ean. What I am contend-
ing is that any person holding anv position
in Australia should not eondemn this coun-
try as is being done at present. The pri-
mary producer depends upon the money ob-
tained from Grest Britain and other eoun-
tries for his products. We rely upon Great
Britain for financial assistenee, and vet we
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bave responsible men sending to Great
Britain eablegrams ieferring to the disas-
trous results from lost working days.

The Premier: Did not they advertise the
droughts, too?

Mr. PANTON: Yes, If they are going
to advertise Australia, let them advertise
the truth, 1f they tell the truth, they will.
say that the working man of Australia does
as much as the working man in any other
part of the world, and in some instanees
more, and he strikes only when it is neces-
sary to strike

Mr, Thomson: That is why we have had
so mauny shipping strikes.

Mr. PANTON: For every shipping strike
there has been in Australia, there have been
a dnzen in other parts of the world. The
biggest strike we ever had originated out-
side Australia, and the man who caused it
is now in the arms of the very people of
whom I am complaining, travelling in a
first-class carriage and lecturing about the
dreadful trade unions and communism. The
man who, a little more than 12 months ago
they would have deported, is now enjoying
their champagne and roast fowl, Next time
he takes the platform I suppose he, too,
will be defaming Australia,

Hon, G. Taylor: I thonght he was lectur-
ing under the auspices of the Trades Hall
conneil.

Mr. PANTON: The hon. member thinks
a lot of peculiar things; it seems possible
for him to think anything. T hope that dur-
ing the next few months the people to whom
T have referred will think more of Aus.
tralia and less of party polities. If they
do so, it will be realised that there is no-
thing in Australia’s future of which to be
afraid.

ME. WITHERS (Bunbury) [6.5]: The
few remaks that T have to offer en the
Address-in-reply, I regret to say, will be
somewhat similar to mv speeches on similar
oceasions during the lost four vears. Tt is
neecssary fo put forward the best ease for
one’s own distriet, narticularly when it is
situated outside the metropolitan area.
During the course of the debate so far I
have becn impressed with the fact that we
must have a reallv wonderful Governmeut,
hecause most of the vemarks from the Op-
position have heen of a eomplimentary kind.
Those remarks that have not been compli-
mentary., hut have taken the form of eriti-
cism of the (Government's administrafion,
have, in my opinion, failed miserably. If
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the opposition offered to the Government
during the last four years may he taken as
o criterion of what the Government have
failed to do, one can only conclude that the
Governmenut have admimstered the State
wisely and well.

Mvr. Lindsay: e have not tried vet.

My, WITHERS: When the two parties
opposite, almost equal in number to the
Govermment supporters, fail to advance
better arguments than have been offered
during the last four years, the Lahour Party
must have acquitted themselves imdeed well.

The Minister for Mines: There js a third
party over there.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, but I am limiting
my reference to two parties. I represent a
district that has a general grouch. As one
reads the Governor’s Speech year after year,
lie sees embodied in it proposals for exten-
sions and improvements to the harbours at
Geraldton, Fremantle and Bunbury. That,
however. is an old eateh-cry, as my tale of
woe has shown during the last four vears.
I am sorry te have fo admit that on this
oceasion I am not mueh “torrader” than I
was when | first spoke on the subject of the
Bunbury harbour. Still, nke the member
for Avon, if T o ci repeating my requests,
I may eventually be suncressful. To mem-
bers realise the important position that Bun-
bury oceapies? It stands fourth in the list
of exporting ports in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Brown: Are vou sure of that?

Mr. WITHERS: Yes. Tt was third prior
to the war, hut to-day it ranks fourth., Once
it gets its just dnes in the matter of natural
trade, it should again occupy third place.
Members who claim to represent the prim-
ary producers are advoeatine the construe-
tion of railwavs to the port of Fremantle,
the fport at whiech wheat war sgrowing
whiskers heeanse it eonld not he handled,
instead of assistine the out-norts fo et their
natnral trade. As an instance T might quote
the Brookton-Dale River railway, on which
subjert the Premier received a deputation
last werk.  Some members seem onlv too
anxious that whent should be hauled to the
chief seaport instend of allowing it to be
exporied throneh Bunbury and Albany,
which are entitled fo the trade.

Mr. Brown: Fremantle is the netural
port for the Dale country.

Mr. WITHERS: How such members can
call themselves repre<entatives of the prim-
ary produrers when they advocate railways
that will lead to further eentralisation, I
cannot understand. At the chief seaport the
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grain does not get the despateh it would
reccive if it were senl to its geographical
port. The people of Bunbury are not satis-
fied with the treatment they have received
at the hands of the Governmment. I have a
report hy the LEngineer-in-Chief issued in
February, 1927, giving the latest informa-
tion rezarding the Bunbury harbour inves-
tigations. It beging—

Investigations into tidal and current conditions
in Koombans Bay (Bunbury) and also a 0-

graphic survey of the harbour were carried out
from July to November lagt.

That was 18 months ago and still we are no
further ahead. We were informed that
when the s-hewe for the Fremantle Liarhour
had heen finalised, the port of Bunbury
would be given eonsiderabion.

1lon. W. J. George: Why should Bun-
buary wait?

Mr, WITHERS: Perhaps it has got into
the hahit of waiting, whieh is a bad thing
for the community of any town. According
to this report, when the Fremantie harbour
was finalised, th: Banbury harbour would
receive considaration.

Mr. Slecman: TFremantle has not
finali-ed.

Mr. WITHERS: To a certain extent it
has been, but apparently the Fngineer-in-
Chief is not supreme.

Mr. Thomson: He seems to bo.

Mr. WITHERS: I say he is not supreme
hecause, though he concentrated on the Fre-
mantle harbour, immediately he put forward
a scheme, ohjections were raised to it. The
member for Katanning {Mr. Thowmson}
asked a series of questions as fo the outer
harbour and the damage done to the wharf
of the inner harbour. The Engineer-in-
Chief an expert of wide experience and with
all the data at his dispnsal. eame tn 2 dofi-
nite conelusion for the deve'opment of the
Fremantle harbour, and yet econsiderable
opposition is offered tn hi= proposal. I
wish the Enegineer-in-Chief would bring
down a eonerete proposal for the Bunbury
harhonr whereby we con'd eliminate the
treble handling necessitated bwv the present
arrangement. If that were done, I am satis-
fied that the Bunbury Harhour Board wonld
be prepared to put inbto operation the bulk-
handline scheme that the member for Taod-
vav {Mr. Lindsay} is advoeating.

AMr. Thomson: You agree with him on
that?

Mr. WITHERS:
deal in eommon,

been

Yes, we have a good
Punbury is labouring



332
under considerable disadvantages in the
matter of harbour facilities.  There is a

certain amount of shed aceommodalion for
grain, but it is quite inadequate to meet
requirements. Tt is possible to stack under
cover the equivalent of practically one ship-
load of wheat, If sufficient wheat does not
arrive day by day for direet loading into
ships, it is necessary to use wheat out of the
stack, so that larze quantities often have to
be dragged a considerable distance to the
ship's side at the expense of treble handling.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WITHERS: I wish to call attention
to the lack of facilities at Bunbury. The
Bunbury Harbour Board have sheds of a
capacity of 50,000 hags of wheat, and the
sheds owned by the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
can accommodate 130,000 bags, equivalent to
a total of about 6,500 tons, which is hardly
sufficient to load one steamer. Nevertheless,
this year Bunbury has put up a record in
wheat loading. Up to the end of the finaneial
year the port shipped 79,340 tons of wheat
as against 58,971 tons last year. Since the
return was made up, the total for the eurrent
shipping season has been increased by a
further 15,000 tons. We appreciate the
action of the Government, and of the Min-
ister for Railways in particular, in en.
deavouring to get wheat shipped at the near-.
est port; but still Bunbury suffers under a
handicap. The railway rate book, which has
been in operation: for a eonsiderable number
of years, was absolutely just when it was
drafted; and even to-day it is just for the
particular areas to which it applies. Rail-
age for the first hundred miles works out at
a certain amount, and after that there is a
rebate for every additional hundred miles to
the port. That position is absolutely fair to
the grower further back. The man furthest
from the port should receive encouragement
in the form of a rebate. The arrangement
is good for people growing wheat in the
south for shipment at Fremantle, or in the
north for shipment at Geraldton. As regards
the South-West, however, the Narrogin and
Kondinin areas are much closer to Bunbury
than to Fremantle; and Buntury, though
within the 100-mile radius, does not obtain
the concession. Tf shipment is made to Fre-
mantle, the concession on the second hundred
miles and s0 on is secured. The rate book
should be altered so as fo include Bunbury
in the scope of the concession., Any port
kaving a elaim on wheat grown in a particu-
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lar area should receive the same concession.
I believe that under such an arrangement
shipping costs at Bunbury could be reduced
below the present shipping costs at Fre-
mantle, However, whilst the rebate is
granted only to the port of Fremantle, the
southern farmer or producer may find it
advantageous to send his products to that
port rather than to Bunbury. For the first
hundred miles the rate is 11s. per ton, and
thence onward there is a reduction for every
suceceding hundred miles. Bunbury suffers
from the present arrangemcnt, as, but for
my unwillingness to weary the House, I
would prove by a multitude of figures.
Moreover, figures may not amount to much
in the minds of some memhers. The repre-
sentative of a country distriet, when speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply, does so for the
special purpose of informing Ministers of
the requirements of his distriet, so that
preparation may be made for them on the
Estimates. 1 could go on, like Tennyson’s
brook, for ever, quoting figures; however, I
hope the Minister for Railways will take
notice of what I have said. I am not here
to get on my feet for publicity purposes, bat,
like other members, to see that my district
receives justicc. At present I feel that my
distriet does not get fair treatment, All of
us vealise that the Treasury coffers are not
overflowing, but we do not wish to be over-
looked when the contents are distributed. I
have previously claimed here on behalf of
the South-West that it is a highly productive
area, One of the prineipal difficulties in the
way of the south-western producer has been
the lack of facilities at Bunbury harbour.
The port has mueh to look to from the
development of its hinterland and the ex-
pansion of wheat-growing. The timber trade
has fallen off slightly, but notwithstanding
that fact Bunbury has elaims for extensive
improvements to its harbour. Since the in-
eeption of the harbour board fair progress
has been made as to shipment and storage of
kerosene and petrol. In 1913 the rental from
oil stores in Bunbury amounted to £50. The
Bunbury Harbour Board have since provided
facilities for people desirons of storing oil
and kerosene, with the result that the present
storage capacity of 75,000 cases, apart from
Ealk handling, returned to the board a rental
of £700, which compares with the paltry re-
turn of £30 in 1913, If the Bunbury Har-
hour Board can provide facilities for people
anxious to develop business at the port.
surely the Government can do the same. A
service must be ereated before people ean be
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expected to make use of it. If 2 servieo is
ereated, someone will be found willing to
avail himself of it. The cause of improve-
ment of the Bunbury harbour would be
greafly advanced if the Government would
give me but one ear. I have been here for
years trying to get the two ears of the Gov-
ernment. I say now that if they will only
lend me one for a while and sit up and take
notice, I will show them how they can in-
crease the advantages of the port of Bunbury
without causing any loss. It can be done by
a slight alteration of the railway system.
Between Collie and Wellington Mills there
is a wonderful belt of agricultural eountry.
At present congestion exists at Brunswick
Junetion owing to the wheat that comes
from the Great Southern district. This wheat
becomes mixed with the Perth down fraffie,
Moreover, wheat has been designated as for
shipment at Bunbury when application for
the necessary trucks was made in the Bun-
bury zone. The trucks have been supplied
on the express understanding that they
would come to Bunbury. However, when
the loaded frneks reached Brunswick June-
tion, it was possibhle by payment of a
slight charge for the alteration, to divert
them from Bunbury to Fremantle. If the
suggested line from Collie throngh Welling-
ton Mills to Bunbury were coostructed, it
wounld relieve all that congestion, and it
would also mean fhat wheat consigned to
Bunbury would have to be diverted from
port to port in order to be shipped at Fre-
mantle. Further, there would be the great
advantage of opening up a large belt of
wonderful agricultural land. I am prepared
to take any Minister or any member of Par-
ltament inte the Ferguson Valley and up the
hills there and thow him country At for
settlement. That land is held to-day by
settlers who had grandchildren before the
Yarramony distriet was known. There has
been a clamour for the Yarramony railway
extending over 20 years, and I consider my-
self right in clamouring for a railway from
Collie to Wellington Mills. Some of the
settlers along the route of the suggested line
have been there almost since the foundation
of Western Australia. I will not say they
find themselves at the mercy of Millars’ Co.,
tut I will say that the railway from Dar-
denup to Wellington Mills, built 30 odd
years ago, now offers only an obsclete ser-
vice, The farmers were so anxious to obtain
railway communication that they actually
gave Millars’ Co. the necessary land as far
as Dardanup station. To-day the farmers
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find themselves up against the proposition
that the railway retains only one locomotive.
On certain days of the week that loco-
motive has to rum inte the bush for
logs. On other days it brings the
requirements of the mill and of the settlers
from Dardanup. A demurrage charge op-
eraled on that line for a considerable per-
10d, but I am glad to say I was able to
put up to the Railway Department a strong
cuongh ecuse for its removal. It inHicted
hardship on the settlers, who had to de-
posit £1 per iruck, and if the truck was
delayed beyond the period of 24 hours that
sum of £1 was confiscated by the Railway
Department, That was absolately unfair,
considering that the mill truin does not re-
turn for 48 hours subsequently. The set-
tlers in that district may not be producing
sufficient to justify the maintenance of a
railway, but if the traflic were diverted
from iCollie as I have sugpested, there
would be more justifieation for it, That
we have wonderful land in the South-West
is amply demonstrated by the development
that has gone on there during the last few
years. Another railway to which I desire
to refer iz the proposed Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook line,  When (hat railway is
constructed, it will greatly assist in the de-
velopment of that part of the South-West.
Thousands of sleepers have been stacked
along the rounte of that line ready for the
work fo be undertaker, The Government
would be wise to push on with the construe-
tion so that the railway may assist devel-
opment, and help farmers who have been
established for 30 or 40 vears on their
holdings.

Mr. Thomson: Besides that, the railway
will open up thousands of acres for culti-
vation.

Mr, WITHERS: That is so. To-day
wool shipments from that part of the State
are going direet from Fremantle. In the
Upper Blackwoed district the country is
cuinently suitable for wool produetion.

Mr. Thomson: We want that line at our
end too.

Mr. WITHERS: I am not parochial. It
will be 80 miles from Bunbury before it
starts to go to Cranbrook. Nevertheless,
I realise what an advantage the line will
be te Bunbury and to the development of
the South-West generally. I have gone to
the trouble of getting a foew figures to de-
mnonstrate to the House what has been done
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im thal aren over a short period. The
statistics I will give should furnish more
pleasurable reading than the tale of woe
told to the House by the Minister for Lands
regarding group settlements. The area I
refer to dues not represent a group settle-
ment; the figures refer to soldier settlers
and to old settlers in the distriet. These
figures dea! with the Harvey area where
there s a wounderful streteh of conntry. It
is interesting to note that we bave thons-
wods of acres of similar country.

Hon. 8iv James Mitchell : Harvey is typi-
cal of the other distriets.

Mr. WITHERS: I do not desire {o en-
eroach upon the provinee of the member
for Mwray-Weliington (Hon. W. J.
George), but as the representative of Bun-
bury, the port for the hinterland, I regard
myself as the mouthpiece for the constit-
uencies of Murray-Wellington, Forrest, Col-
lie, and Nelson. The figures for the Harvey
area show that for the year ended the 30th
June, 1928, the seftlers produced 143,540
gallons of whole milk, of an approximate
value of £7,277; 45379 gallons of cream,
of an approximate value of £20,000; 41,215
cases of fruit, valued at £13,800; 1,000 pigs,
valued at £3,000; and 500 tons of potatoes,
based on an average of 4 tons to the acre
and valued at £8 per ton, giving a value of
£16,000. Then there is another item in re-
spect of which the settlers themselves may
not work very hard, but the insects con-
cerned do. For the 12 months honey was
produced in the distriet valned at £1,50{.
It will be seen that the settlers there do not
concentrate upon one particular line. 1In
this House we have listened to long speeches
about wheat production alone. 1 represent
an area that, while notf suitable for the pro-
duction of wheat, can produce practically
everything else.

Hon, W. J. George: Bunbury lives upon
us.
My, WITHERS: And I do nof mind, T
this production confinues, I shall he a
happy man, Should that result, some of
our dreams will be realised in the near
future. .

Mr, Lindsay: You had heiter change the
Government if you want a chanee to get
all those things.

Mr. WITHERS: T am not here to praise
or to abuse Governmenfs; I am here to get
what I ean from them. On top of the items
T have referred to, Harvey has three nur-
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series and does large business in the pro
duction of poultry, eggs, root erops amc
so forth. Hon. members will see that al
this revenue has been derived from a smal
area of 7,000 acres and it tepresents 5(
per cent. of the total revenue. Within 1i
months, produce valued at £61,577 has beer
sent from the district,

Mr. Lindsay: Where did vou get yow
figures?

Mr, WITHERS: They are oflicial.

Mr. Lindsay: From where?

My, WITHERS: I got them from ¢
friend who is in a position to furnish them

Hen, G. Taylor: But they are authentic

Mr, WITHERS: Yes. He also told me
that when the distriet was still more fully
developed, the returns would be doubled, He
also -informed me about one or two indiv-
idual efforts that had been made by ser
tlers, the details of which I eannot remember
and also that the settlers who have beer
assisted by the Agricultural Bank were
paying up their intercst charges,

Hon. W. J. George: They have had a
bad time.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, and they have very
small holdings. They de not farm thous
and-acre blocks; they make their money oy
holdings of less than 100 acres.

Hon. W, J. George: Some of them have
ten acres or ‘20 acres.

Mr, WITHERS: That is so. It simply
demonstrates that in the Soutli-West broad
acres are not uecessary. What are wanted
are broad backs and good land, and by con-
centrating on the development of small
areas onlv are such returns possible,

Hon. W. J. George: That is what irriga-
tion has done for them,

Mr. WITHERS: Yas, ronstrueted by a
Labour Government.

Hon. G. Tarlor: You neced not have added
that!

Mr. WITHERS: On top of that, we
have interesting history regarding the
Bunbury butter factory and the Sonth-
West Daivry Products co-operative eoncern.
Last vear T dealt extensively with the butte:
factory’s halance sheet, but I do not desire
to do so apgain, hecanse repetition is not
always interesting. The figures show the
inereased production that has heen regis-
tered and they are indeed gratifying. In-
stead of going through the balance sheet
ns a whole, T have secured a few figures that
will serve to show the development that has
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taken place. When speaking on the Esti-
mates 12 months ago, I suggested to the
Government thut they would be wise to con-
sider the offer of the South-West Dairy
Products, Limited, for the purchase of the
Busselton butter factory, as it was not then
funetioning as it should in the interests of
the people concerned, Sinee then the com-
pany has taken over the facltory, and the
wonderful progress that has followed has
been dne to a great extent to the fact fhat
the group settlementy in the Busselton dis-
trict have gone ahead considerably, and that
many cans of ¢ream have been diverted from
the Bunbury butter factory to the Busselton
factory. Formerly eream from Nannup wag
gent through Wonnerup, six miles from Bus.
selton, to Bunbury. Now that the one co-
operative concern controls the two factories,
the eream from Nannup has been diverted te
Busselton where they are making butter
equal to that produced at Bunbury.

Mr. Thomson: The factory was not a sue-
cess when it was run by the Government.

Mr. WITHERS: The machinery was ob-
solete and it was net functioning properly
to serve the progress of the distriet. I have
some figures that show the progress of the
Bunbury bufter factory. For the year 1922.
23, the butter manufactured totalled 554,443
lbs, ard the gross furnover was £50,341 11s,
Gd., while the total assets represented £14,514
16s. 93. To take a five-year period for the
sake of comparison, we find that for the
year 192728, the butter manufactured in-
creased from 554,443 1bs. to 1,304,736 lbs.
The gross furnover increased to £114,8006
14s. 2d., whilst the total assets inereased to
£42,192 10s. 8d. These figures disclose in
the five-year period an increase of 750,293
1bs. of butter mannfaciured, of £64,459 2s.
8d. inereased turnover, and increased assets
representing £27,677 13s. 11d. That resnit
is largely due to the co-vperation between
the farmers and the company,

My, Teesdale: Have yon the nef profit?

Mr. WITHERS: The net profit for the
last financial year amounted to £10,288,
after allowing £1,304 for depreciation.

Mr. Lindsay: What became of the profits?

Mr. WITHERS: After paying the high-
est price for butter fats thronghout Aus-
tralia, a bonus of 1d. per 1b. was allowed to
the distributing shareholders who supplied
the eream.

Mr. Thomson: They really derived bene-
fit from the Paterson scheme because they
had not contribnfed towards it, but shared
in the proceeds.
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Mr. WITHERS: I also have the figures
regarding the Busselton factory for the last
half year when the company took thé
factory over from the Government. For
1926-27, for the seven months during which
the Government had the factory, there
were 131,760 lbs. of butter fat. During the
seven months that the Busselton factory
has been in possession, this has inereased
to 258,266 lbs.,, or an increase of 126,466
Ibs. of bufter fat. And the amount paid
Guring the previons seven months was
£9,858 as against £16,946, or an inerease of
£7,087. The gross turnover jumnped from
£13,000 to £30,000 or an increase of
£17,000. That is what is happening in what
some people term the sour South-West. This
South-West Dairy Products Limited has been
in operation for 20 years. During all that
time of srruggle and strife it has had to go
through what other similar small industries
have experienced, as mentioned by the men:-
ber for Subiaco (Mr. Richardson) to-niglr.

Mr. Thomson: Of course it is a very
efficient little concern, with the right man
in the right place.

Mr. WITHERS: I admit that. Then, as
I ssid before, they have more than that,
for they have the hearty co-operation of
all those interested in their own comncern.

Mr. Lindsay: It should be sucecessful
after all the millions that have been spent
in the South-West.

Mr. WITHERS: No millions have been
spent in the South-West that will not be
returned to vs. We have fo spend money in
any good mine before we can develop if.
Within the next 20 years, if we are here,
we shall realise that the money spent in
the South-West has not been wasted.
Whatever Government may be in power,
they will have to turn their eyes to the
South-West in the near future; and if ever
any disaster shonld happen in this State,
the people will have to turn fo the South-
West for relief. Of course the South-West
is developing tremendously. We have now
ecientific methods that we did not have in
days gone by. The old-time farmer in the
South-West was up against an immense
proposition. Artificial mannres were then
unknown. With the aid of these fertil-
isers, land that was despised 15 or 20 years
ago is to-day recognised ss some of the
best in the State, and as time goes on
doubtless the Sounth-West will be able to
do something for the rest of the State,
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which may be passing through an unpro-
piticus period. I hope members will take
this into consideration and ask themselves
where we are to turn if something serious,
such as bappened in 1914, were to happen
again. For there is nothing like being
prepared. If the South-West is given all
possible assistanee just now, it will serve
as a place to turn to if anything disastrous
should happen to the remainder of the
State. Of course I hope that such a thing
never will happen. If it does not, no harm
will be done by the encouragement given
to the South-West., We have down there
a fruit-growing area equal to anything in
the State. There again we are handicapped,
in that fruit is always shipped through the
prineipal port. If is generally ealled the
principal port, but to me it is merely the
main port, for I regard Bunbury as the
principal port. This having to ship through
the main port means from 2l4d. to 3d. per
case cxtra, which is a very big item for the
fruit-grower. In addifion to what we can
do with our fruit and milk, we can also
raise fat lambs of a class capable of topping
the market, as was done a few weeks ago
when our lambs realised 37s. 1d. To-day
‘Western Australia is a primary produeing
State, and the men who cannot look to
primary production for the benefit of the
State are not looking anywhere, We must
look to primary production if we would
have our secondary industries, Primary
production is the baeckbone of the State
to-day and I am prepared to assist it to
the furthermost limits. But althongh I am
prepared to assist primary produetion, I
am sorry that some of those interested in
farming pursuits and primary prodnetion
are not prepared to do the same thing
themseives. For instance, take the dis-
closures made last week at a conference
of milk producers held in the city. We
read in the paper that surplus milk is
being poured down the drain. That milk,
instead of being wasted, shonld go into a
butter factory.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It is going into dried
milk produetion.

Mr. WITHERS: It should go somewhere
where it will retorn something to the pro-
ducer. I have here the reported remarks
of one mentleman at that conference, Mr.
J. O'Malley, as follows:—

While cut-throat tactics were adopted by

retailers said Mr. J. O’Malley, nobody would
do any good. A producer lived in slavery,
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worked 365 days in the year, and the consume
got the benefit, He moved: ‘'That milk b
sold to the public at 8d. a quart and that th
producer receive 1s. 714d. a gallon throughou
the year.!’

Apparently he is a producer, and he say
the producer should getIs. 74d. per gallo
for the milk, and that the consumer shoul
pay at the rate of 9d. per quart, or 3s. pe
gallon. He claims that he slaves 365 day
in the year and therefore is entitled to hi
1s. 734d. I agree with that, but I do not a
all agree that the distributor is entitled t
1s. 414d. for distributing the wmilk. Th
sooner the milk producer up here realise
we have in the South-West excellent butte
factories, the sooner will he see about th
establishment of a butter factory to tak
his butter fat. Co-operation will be th
salvation of all the farmers, but before the;
can bring about co-operation they mus
learn to trust each other.

Hon, G. Taylor: The capital cost of dis
tributing milk to-day is very different fronm
what it was when the milkman used a horg
and cart.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, I know that to-daj
ke finds a little motor ear more expeditious

Mr. Lindsay: Have they not got co-opera
tion alreadv?

Myr. WITHERS: Co-operation of a sort
But it is not sufficient to talk co-operation
to pull the wool over people’s eyes and saj
it is co-operation. To be effective it must be
genuine co-operetion. Then the produce
ean say, “If there are any surplus profit
1 am not poing to say that the eonsume
should have the benefit of them. We wil
give the consumer a good article at a faul
price and if there are any profits they mus
go to the producer.,” To-day, however, they
talk ahout pouring milk down the gutfer,

Mr. Thomson: It was not the mile pro-
ducers who said that.

Mr. WITHERS: However, it was said
These people require to wake up to their
own interests. I have deelared that I am
a primary producer, at all eventy in prineiple
if not in faet. Consequently I wish to men-
tion a little matter that 1 referred to last
session, a little secondary industry that we
have in Bunbury, one of the only three fae-
tories of the sort in Australia. I refer to
the clothes peg factory. This Chamber may
be the place where we wash dirty linen, but
at all events we never ses it hung on a line
by elothes pegs. When we consider the num-
Ler of clothes pegs used throughout the
Commonwealth in a year, and the hardships
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that a small factory bas to put up with
in establishing itself, we realise that we
should have some sympathy from the Gov-
ernment in the form of a direction to all
departments using clothes pegs that they
must uvse the loeal article. That is all T am
asking,
Mr. Teesdale: It is pot much to ask.

Mr. WITHERS: 1t is not much, and I
think it should be granted. Those pegs
made in Bunbury are of good qualify and
are selling in the Eastern States by auction.
I admit they are not realising very much,
at all events not at auction. I eannot say at
what price they are sold retail, What hap-
pens is this: there is a clothes peg factory
in Tasmania. The jam manufacturers of
Tasmania send about three koats per annum
direct to Western Australia with jam. They
do not have the whole of the space ocen-
pied by jem, so they pack up the corners
with clothes pegs. Those clothes pegs are
virtually dumped in Western Australia,
being sold here at 9s 6d. and even 9s. 3d.
per ease, whereas in the Eastern States they
are s0ld at 11s, per ease. Only yesterday or
to-day I saw in tbe newspaper that Dr.
Earle Page, the Federal Treasurer, had
asked to be supplied with specific instaneces
of dumping,

Mr. Thomson: You ought to send this in-
stance to the Federal Government,

Mr. WITHERS: I think I will do so.
1t is the sort of thing that hampers a small
loeal industry. This industry is the realisa-
tion of a young man’s ambition. Leaving
this State as a boy, he learned his trade
in America, Then he served with the
Imperial army and, coming back to
Western Australia at the close of the
war, he established this factory. Only last
week I took the Minister for Water Supply
to this factory, and on a previous occasion
I had the pleasure of showing the Chief
Secretary aver it, and at a still earlier date,
the Premier himself, The pegs go through
12 processes and the whole of the work is
done by that boy himself. Some of the
machinery has been brought from Germany,
but other parts have been made by the boy-
proprietor.

My, Teesdale: Let the Tender Board stip-
ulate that wherever pegs have to he used,
they must be Western Australian pegs

Mr. WITHERS: That is my objeet. I
hope the Government will set the example
by providing in their tenders that the local
produet must be used. While referring to
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the agricultural prospects of the South-
West, T omitted to mention that a couple
of field days are to be held during next
spring, one at Harvey, and the other in
the Dardanup distriet. 1t will be very
pleasing for the South-West producers and
members of Parliament o see any visiting
mettbers of DParlinment who care to come
down there and have a look at what is being
produced.

Hon., G, Taylor: You will have to get
the House adjourned,

Mr, WITHERS : No, both field days will
be held during week-ends and so will be
convenient to all members,

Mr. J. H. Smith: Wi shall have to get
decent week-ends; not like what we are
having at present,

Mr, WITHERS: These two field days
will both be during the springtime. As
showing the interest the Commonwealth are
taking in the South-West, one institution,
the Commonwealth Bank, has bought in
Bunbury a property that will suffice them
for many years to come. This is a property
on which a bank is now being built at a cost
of £7,500. When the Commonwealth are pre-
pared to come West and pick out the eyes
of the Siate whereon to establish their in-
stitutions, it shows that we are of some
importance in their minds. I trust the ex-
ample will be followed by the State Gov-

ernment, In Bunbury the Government are
represented by several departments. The
State Savings Bank is paying vent,

Hon. @. Taylor: Is it high?

Mr. WITHERS : Alout £3 10s. The

Agricn'tural Bank is paying rent, as well
as the district inspector and the inspec-
tor of sehools. The forestry inspector is
using the witnesses’ room at the courthouse,
and the Lands Department inspector is do-
ing the same thing. The agrienltural ad-
viser at Harvey is unable to secure accom-
modation at the moment, '

Mr. Teesdale: That is where the deficit
has gona.

Mr. WITHERS: I would not say that.

Mr. Teesdale: The Government are pay-
ing rent on eight premises in Bunbury.

Mr. WITHERS: All these departments
should be housed wunder the one roof.
The messenger who receives and delivers
the mails for the various departments is
established at the State Savings Bank and
he, too, should be under the same roof as
the other departments, Something should
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be done in the direction of putting up a
public building to provide for all branches
of the service that are established in Bun-
bury. A pood deal has been said about
workers' homes, and in that regard I claim
to "have a grievance, Many people have
applied for such homes, but have been un-
able to get any satisfaction owing to the
lack of funds.

Mr. Thomson: Why do they not take ad-
vantage of the Federal housing scheme? Is
there not sufficient money there for them?

Mr, WITHERS: That applies only fo
war service homes. Last week a man told
me he bad put in an application six months
ago for a home. " He got married in the
belief that he would secure his home, hut
he may not now get it until next QOctober.
Day after day I am witnessing applications
from people who want workers' homes.
Some of them are prepared to wait until
next year, but others want them quite soon.

Mr. Teesdale: I have waited for many
years but have not got one yet.

Mr, WITHERS: It is a scheme worthy
of consideration. It is the only way that
some people can get a home together. They
do not feel like launching out in & home
with some private concern, whereas they
would be very anxious to have one bwuilt
under the workers' home scheme. I trust the
Government will find some means of coping
with the demand. It is a paying proposi-
tion, and it is popular with the communify.
The Government would be well advised to
find some more money in order that they
may build workers’ homes wherever those
homes are required. Allow me to compli-
ment the Government upon their recent
action.

Mr. Lindsay: You have been eriticising
them all along.

Mr, WITHERS: T will be fair if T can.

Mr, Heron: There is evidently a sting
in the tail

Mr. WITHERS: My district has bene-
fited by the action of the Premier in mak-
ing money available for relief work on the
pound for pound basis. My couneil rusbed
the offer with both hands to the extent of
£3,500, This means that it is going to
spend in the vicinity of £7,000 on work it
would otherwise have been impossible to earry
on. The local nmemployed will also seeure
much relief from this arrangement. T also
wish to compliment the Government upon
the facilities offered for municipal loans
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from the State Savings Bank. It is diffienlt
for municipalities to Hoat a loan for £10,000,
It would have to take the whole sum,
whereas it might desire to use oaly half (o
begin with. Under the new arrangement a
municipality cen borrow £5,000, and another
£5,000 later from the State Savings Bank,
paying interest only on the amount actually
borrowed.

Myr. Lindsay: What is the rate of intevest?

Mr, WITHERS: T think it is 6 per cent.

Mr. Thomson: The Governmenf are pay-
ing only 3% per cent. It is good business.

Mr. WITHERS: They must show a
poofit on something. I should like to see
the Municipalities Aet amended jn various
divections. The Aet at present contains a
few anomalies, but if the Government would
bring it down members would have an op-
portunity of framing amendments and plac-
ing them before the Minister in charge. By
thi= means an Aect could be framed that
would be suitable to all municipalities.

Hon., G. Taylor: What are the glaring
anomalies?

Mr. WITHERS: I will not enumerate
them now.

Mr. Thomson: You might get inte trouble
if you did.

Mr. WITHERS: If I mentioned plural
voting there might be room for argument.
T had a recent experience in connection with
the Health Aet. This kind of legislation is
all right until somebody is seriously affected.
Reeently a producer in my distriet sent sev-
cral pigs to market. When the inspector
visited the slanghter yvard he condeinned one
of the pigs on the ground that it had been
suffering from swine fever. The man who
had slaughtered the pig was deemed to be
the owner so far as the inspector was con-
cerned, but he was not the actual owner.
Under the Act an owner has 48 hours
in which to give notice of appeal against
the decision of a health inspeetor. In this
case the inspector said it was a very
definito case of swine fever. He had no
doubt about it and had no oceasion to
copsult any other aunthority. He said to
the man who killed the pig, ‘‘Are
you satisfled that this is a case of swine
fever?’ The man replied, “Yes” The pig
was destroyed, and the original owner was
the loser, He lived in the country and did
not know anything about the matter or
about his right to appeal. The health in’
spector did not send in any of the viscera
to the Veterinary Department in Perth, but
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sent a report for the protection of the dis-
trict to the effect that this was a definite case
of swine fever. The department sent a guali-
fied ofticer to the farmer’s property and told
him it had been reported that he had swine
fever there, The farmer replied, “I believe
that is so.” The inspeetor said, “What are
you going to do?” The farmer said, “There
are the pigs; you can take your pick.”
Naturally the inspector picked out the weedi-
est looking amimal and the most unhealthy
looking one. The farmer did not knmow his
position and left it to the veterinary officer
to destroy the pig. This was done in such
a fashion that it was not fit for buman con-
sumption, when it was found that it was not
diseased. ‘The producer, therefore, lost his
tirst pig, worth about £2 10s., and lost an-
other, worth about 30s., through the action
of the Government official. Something must
be wrong with the Act when that sort of
thing ran go on.

Hon. G. Taylor: Something is wrong with
the administration,

Mr, WITHERS: I bave been informed
that. had the farmer asked the veterinary
officer to destroy the pig in snch a way that
the carcase could be used for human con-
sumption, this would have been done, but
he did not know he conld do that.

Ar. Thomson: Any veterinary surgeon
should have had enough common sense to
do the right thing.

Mr. WITHERS: The pig was kil'led and
cut open in a hapbazard way,

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt was not bled?

Myr. WITHERS: Of course it bled, bat it
was so eut about that it ecould not be used
in the butchering trade. Something shounld
he done fo prevent the recurrence of that
sort of thing.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: A bit of common
sense is wanted.

Mr, WITHERS: There is no harm in
mentioning these matters. Other memberr
may know of similar oceurrences, against
which the producers should he protected. I
do not know that T want to mention main
roads to-nicht.

Hon. G. Taylor: A very popular topie.

Mr. WITHERS: Tt was a popular sub-
jeet a fortnight apo,

Mr. Thomson: And it still is.

Mr. WITHERS: Critieism was levelled
against the administration by the Main
Roads Board, and also against the confer-
ences which dealt with that administration.
I think the conference was justified in what
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it said. I do not blame members of the
Main Roads Board, but I do say that there
are many complaints from the country dis-
triets,

Mr. Lindsay: And good cause for them.

Mr. W1THERS: I had the honour of -
troducing the mild deputation to which the
Premier referred, whose members said so
muech at the eonference but so little ab the
deputation. This may be due to the fact
that the member for Bunbury had ne desire
te antagonise the Premier or the Minister in
regard to any case he might bring before
them. No doubt the Premier knew what wus
at the back of the minds of the deputation.
Members of it were more outspoken ai the
conference than they were before the Pre-
mier, who had the chairman of the Main
Roads Board with him, und who said he was
rather astounded that the deputation was so
mild in the requests that were pnt forward.
It must not be forgotten that it was not the
manner of speech that counted for so much,
but the nature of thé representation in that
deputation. Practically all the road boards
in the South-West were represented, as well
as three or four members interested in that
part of the State. It was not necessary to
say very much to prove that there was some
discontent and that something was wrong.

M. Thomson: If everything had been in
order, there would have been no deputation.

Mr. WITHERS: Exactly. On top of
that, there was the conferenee aof road
boards which endeavoured {0 show the Gov-
ernment, and those who were administering
the Main Roads Board business, that there
was something wrong somewhere. I am not
going to condemn the engineers, or the
Government, or the Act, but I do contend
that there is something wrong, and I hope
and trust that all those responsible, from
the Federal Government down to the Main
Roads Board, will realise that satisfaction
has not been given to the loeal bodies, and
thai something must be done so that
within the next 12 months we may see an
improvement. I am nof casting a reflee-
tion on anybody, because I realise that
everything must have a beginning.

Mr. Thomson: Kven an expensive be-
ginning.

Mr. WITHERS: Surely the Government
must appreciate that the local hodies
should be given a greater share in ithe
work of road econstruction.

Mr. Thomson: That is the spirit that
ought to be acecepted.
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Mr, WITHERS: From the experience
I have bad in my distriet, the Government
would be wise to introduce legislation on
lines caleulated to meet the wishes of the
conference.  Another matter to which I
wish to refer is the subject of workers’
compensation. We pride ourselves on hav-
ing one of the best compensation Aects in
existence, but it has faults, just as has any
other Aet of Parliament. There is one
particular fault which I wish to speak
about, and it applies to payment for the
loss of a member—a finger, an eye, ete.
I know of a ease recently where a man lost
a little finger, and the compensation worked
out at £112 10s. Six weeks after the loss
of his finger that man should have been
at work again, but by reason of the fact
that the doctor who was attending him
was receiving a weekly income from the
case, the unfortunate individual eontinued
to receive attention and was not permitted
tv go back to work until almost the whole
of the amount of the compensation had
been absorbed. If anyone can tell me that
the loss of a little finger means the loss
of a man’s employment for six months, I
can only reply that there is something
radically wrong somewhere.

Mr. Mann: That is one of the weak-
nesses of the Aect,
Myr. WITHERS: The man in question

found that he was not able to bend the
other finger of the same hand, and he tock
the opportunity to eome to Perth and con-
sult another doctor who {old him that there
was nothing wrong with the remaining
fingers except that they had been per-
mitted to remain in splints too long. The
injored man, still not satisfied, consulted
yvet another doctor and was told the same
thing. It was apparent then to him that he
had been kept out of employment for an
unnecessarily long period. From the time
of the accident to the period of his return,
no less than 26 weeks elapsed, and nearly
the whole of bis compensation money had
gone.

Mr. Teesdale: Does that doctor hold a
Government position, because if he does,
he wants wiping off the roll?

Mr. WITHERS: He does hold a Gov-
crnment position. Week after week that
doctor eollected Tees through the insur-

ance and; prevenfed the man' frem
going back to work. This elearly
shows that there is a serious defsct
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in the Aet, That kind of thing should nol
be permiited to oeeur. Dr. Timwms it was
who told the patient that there was really
nothing wrong with the other fingers, bul
that he should get a little more than the
amount stipolated.

Mr. Teesdale: Who was paying him the
ipsurance money?

Mr, WITHERS: It was Government in.
surance and, of course, the Governmeni
lost by it. The Government paid £11Z
Plus a few pounds in addition.

Mr, Maon: The insurance companies
have been complaining about the same
thing,

Mr. WITHERS: It is something thal
needs to be looked into. Medieal fees in
these cases are much too high.

My, Mann: Probably not teo high in ver
tain cases, but unfortunately there are un.
serupulous men who take advantage of the
position.

Mr. WITHERS: Another matter f¢
which I wish to refer is the completion of
Parliament House during the centenary
year, As a couniry member I regret the
absence of many conveniences in this
building, and I am sure other ecountry
members as well as myself would appreci
ate any action that might be taken by the
Government fowards making a beginning
in the direetion of completing the build
ing. It would be advisable to make a com:
mencement during the recess so that we
might take advantage of the additional ae
commodation during the centenary year
One never knows, but any one of us may
be defeated at the next elections. I the
work is left until after the eentenary, we
might hear that any proposal to improve Par.
liament House wounld be a waste of money
Before closing I desire to add my simple
auota to what has been said about the
influx of Southern Europeans. It may b
said that the subject has been worn thread
bare. 1 admit that it has been dealt witl
from almost every angle and that there i
not much left for me to say. As one of the
members from the South-West, however
I am aware that Southern Europeans have
invaded the tirsher trade and other avoca
tions, and have taken the place of Brit
ishers in many instances. I am astoundec
at the utterances of some members whe
have defended the Southern Enropeans and
who are prepared to take advantage of ths
presence of these people and give themw
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preference over Britishers. That is done
hecause Southern Europeans work for
lower rates. I read a good letter recently
in a newspaper. It was written by Mr.
Parkes of Donnybrook and dealt with the
question of the employment of foreigmers.
It brought back to my mind the early his-
tory of Western Australia, and more par-
ticularly the early history of the gold-
fields. Only a week or so ago the anniver-
sary of the discovery of the Murchison
and Coolgardie by Bayley and Ford was
referred to in an article published in the
“West Australian,”” We are aware what
happened in Coolgardie in the early days,
and at Kalgoorlie a few years afterwards.
We know that in the frain of development
there were thiousands of foreigners and
that whilst the Britisher went out to
pioneer the goldfields and built sireets,
erected buildings and all the c¢onveniences
associated with civilisation, the Southern
European was satisfied to follow and to
erect a little humpy on mining leases in
which to live. I do not stand for that
kind of thing, and the person who upholds
it is deserving of censure. Our own
people have gone outback into the
wheat lands and have proved that these
areas are capable of being cultivated
profitably. Then again there appears
foreign lahour, and advantage iz taken
of its presence. ‘We should be British
enough to stick to our own people. If the
pioneers of the goldfields and the wheat
areas were all loyal and employed people
of their own nationality, even though they
did not get quite the same satisfactory re-
sults, the position of things would be very
much better. We admit that the Southern
European has as mueh right to live as any
other individual, but in choosing befween
the Britisher and the foreigner, we should
consider the question of loyalty. ;, Let ns
see how loyal the southern Europeans are
to each other. Go over to James-street, and
see where the foreigners’ shops are and who
patronises them. The wine saloons and
spaghetti shops are patronised by men
Erom the woodlines and from the timber
areas, In the timber districts one may see
macaroni being brought by the case to the
sidings though ‘their agents who are of
their own nationality. This shows to what
extent their patriotism runs whilst we have
not sufficient of it to give preference of em-
ployment to our own people. That is the
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position as I find it and it hurts to hear
people talking about their true British
spirit and all the rest of it; yet they take
advantage of the ignorance of the foreigners
and employ them at wages lower than those
asked by Britishers. At the same time I
have known some of the Southern Euro-
peans to become the best of unionists. This
state of affairs is reached when they get
to know the conditions, In the interval,
however, they have been exploited and for a
consideralle period also.

Mr. Mann: Have you seen their gardens
at Osborne Park?

Mr. WITHERS: There are Southern
European farmers in my district who have
married Australian women and who have
become good citizens, I know also of
dozens of naturalised Italians whose child-
ren attend our State schools.

Mr. Mann: They are taking the place nf
the Chinese in market gardening,

My, WITHERS: That might be so,
but there are still any number of Chinese
who are selling vegetables. At the same
time we can do that work ourselves. The
Southern Europeans go out into the wheat
belt and there they are employed because
of their cheap labour. There is just another
item on which T wish to touch, It deals
with level erossings. We have dangerous
level crossings in our town, crossings that
were dangerous enough in the days of slow
travel, but which are mueh more dangerous
to-day on account of the fast traffic. We
are living in a motor age, and the traffic
is both heavy and fast compared to what
it was a few years ago. 1 understand that
the Minister for Railways has the matter
in band, and I hope that Bunbury will par-
ticipate in the improvements that it is un-
derstood are to be carried out. I appreciate
what the Minister for Railways has already
done for the distriet I represent. He has
been liberal to a degree, and it is satisfactory
to know that the round-hounse workshops are
almost completed. When the buildings are
finished in three months’ time they will be
a eredit to the Government and to the State.
Still, it savours of a pig with one ear.
‘While we want those facilities, we also want
the harbour facilities to be provided sim-
ultaneously.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yon still have that two
miles of railway leading to the racecourse.

Mr, WITHERS: Yes, but if anyone
eame along some dark night and took it up
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he would be welcome to it. We badly need
the harbour facilities to enable our cargo
to be handled and to bring Bunbury into
line with the more favoured poris in the
State, I trust that the few remarks I have
made have reached the ears of Ministers.
1 have spoken not for the sake of having
something to say or to play up to seuti-
ment, but to get the Government to take
notice of sugpgestions that are offered for
the Lenefit of my constituents.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.46]: Dar-
ing the last few months T have acted for the
member for Swan (Mr. Sampson), who is
absent from this State, and | have heen able
to ec polifies from a new angle. If some
of the residents of the metropolitan area
knew of some of the things that come to
light when one is enahled to look at politics
from sueh an angle, they would be very
surprised indeed. I have in mind one matter
that a constituent of the member for Swan
consilted me about, namely, the question of
his cows. He complained that of 80 cows,
20 had been condemned on the ground that
they were suffering from tuberculosis. If
the people of the metropolitan avea realised
that the dairy herds round about contained
one tubercnlar cow in four. they would ap-
preciate the point stressed by Dr. Saw and
others rezarding disease and the need for &
pasteurised milk supply for Perth.

Mr, Sleeman: Do you make that state-
ment that one in four is suffering from
tuberculosis?

Mr. XORTH: XNo; the complaint was
made to me that the department had been
very bharsh in that 20 out of 80 eows had
been condemned as tubereular and had been
destroyed. The writer wanted to know how
he stood in the matter of compensation, Tt
ia rather illnminating for a metropolitan
memher to find that such a state of things
ean exist. It is fortunate for us thai legis-
lation is in foree to elean up the dairv herds
s0 that the metropolitan milk supply will
be purer than it has been in the past. Tt
35 yuite had enough to he exposed to the
risks of delay and contamination hy disease
resalting from delay. but when it is found
that one cow in every four of a herd is
tubercular, the position is indeed serious.

Mr. Thomson: It is also serious for the
dairyman.

Mr. NORTH: Yes. He was asking for
compensation under the Act, but I under-
stand he had not registered and therefore
could net claim anything. Perhaps it wonld
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be better for me to leave another mewmber's
clectorate alone because the member for
Swan will be baek in a wmonth or two and
will be able to deal with that question on {he
Estimates. There are a fow matters affeet-
ing my distriet to which T wish to refer. Tt
is not plea-ant te have to deal with small
loeal matters, but the Address-in-reply en-
ables metpbers tn hring them up and =atisfy
their electors. II' a2 member dees not speak,
it may be charged against him that he is
not taking neeessary action.  1f he does
speak, it may he said that he is wearving
members who sre no wiser as a vesult of
what he has said. T take it that speerhes
are made to forestall any eomplaints on the
part of those electors who follow up the
“Hansard” veports. TInfant health centres
constitute one of the most striking improve-
ments introduced inte various distriets. Tn
my district they are doing well, but there is
an urgent demand for buildings for this
work. While the centres are doing excellent
work, what is the use of continuing thein if
we cannot get buildings {o aeconnnodate
them? I suggest to the Government that
the Entertainments Tax Aet be altered in
respect to the meaning of the word “hos-
pital.” The Act provides that moncy may
be eollected by way of entertainments fax
for the purpose of hospitals. If the defini-
tion of hospital included “infant health
centres’” that would overcome the difficulty
and enahle the Minister to finanee buildings.
Tt would be an important improvement and
would involve no definite increase in taxa-
tion at present. The member for Subiaco
{Mr. Richardson) referred to the storm
water trouble. Thiz is an important ques-
tion affecting the whole of the metropnlitan
area, The member for Perth has the sama
diffienlty, so have T, so has the memher for
Subiaen.

Mr. Mann: And East Perth, too.

Mr. NORTH: Yes. T have made inquiries
from men who should understand the ques-
tion and they lave told me that the water
hblanket in the metropolitan area is riging.
and that this is a problew all over the world.
Tt is suggested that the only real eure is fo
put in deep drainage, which is very costly.
Tt ocrurs to me in rerard to Subiaen that it
would have been wiser to tackle the deep
drajnage hefore undertaking the sewerage
scheme. The sewerawe will have ocost over
half a million hefore it ic finished, and vet
in Subiaeo ote can see the same lakes and
ponds that were there before. Not one inch
of water has heen laken off the surface.
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although half a million of money has been
expended. It is a serious position because
the question of deep drainage for storm
water is still with us and is becoming more
of a menace every year. This question in-
volves other auestions. Many suburban
areas are unable to nndertake deep sewer-
age and are putting in septic tapks. That
involves a question of toa much water lving
about in winter fime. Tn all the low-lying
levels it is quite impossible for the tanks to
operate, and so we are thrown back on the
same question of vemoving the surface
waters. It would be far wiser for the Gov-
ernment to look into that queslion than to
continue the extension of deep sewerage,
becanse the curing of the water level diffi-
culty in the metropolitan area would be the
curing of a bigger evil than lagk of
sewerage which, after all, need apply only
in special parts of Jow-lying districts.
There is another phase of the sewerage
question upon which I wish to touch.
It is unfortunate that Y should have
to speak on this subject, but it is a
vital one in growing suburban areas and I
cannot refrain from speaking on it until it
has bren dealt with. T shoald much prefer
to talk on some of the big subjects but this
is a question that is brought closely home to
me., I ask the Government to set a good
example by installing septic tanks at the
schools and railway stations in my disteiet.
In the report of the Eduecation Department
for this year, there is a eomplaint by a lady
who made an inspection in the interests of
bygiene. She said the condition of the con-
veniences was disgusting. That is just what
we shomld expecrt, and T urge the Fducation
Department and the Railway Department to
instal septic tanks wherever pussible siraight
away. I have made a personal inspection of
the Cottesloe-Claremont disirict where there
are fonr or five stations on the metropolitan
line. The conveniences were all disgusting
in the sense that they would not be il tanks
were installed. That could be done at very
small cost. It is up to the Governinent to
set an example to the loeal anthorities who
are attempting to get septic tanks installed
in their areas.
the tanks themselves, fwo sessions ago we
passed an amendment of the Health Act to
permit of septic tanks being installed. Cer-
tain evils have arisen from that legislation,
which needs to be amended. In the first
place there is a difficulty regarding the
drainage of low-lying areas and there is a
fear that loeal anthorities will compel house-

Coming to the question of
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holders who live in flooded areas to instal
tanks. That would cause difficulty until the
Government are able to drain those areas.
There are other difficulties confroniing us,
and I am glad that the acting Minister for
Works is in his seat. He knows there have
been increases of deep sewersge im distrieks
where tanks were to have been installed,
and the fricilon involved by the rival
schemes has not been abated. As the Min-
ister hos not been able to satisfy the loeal
authorities as to how for the sewerage is to
be extended, the installation of the tanks is
being held up. That is a pity. 1i is sug-
gested for the Government’s consideration
that the law should be amended so that when
the Government instal deep sewerage after
a local authority has already installed septie
tanks, the deep sewerage installation should
carry compensation to householders for the
money spent on the tanks. That is a rea-
sonable provision. Where tanks have been
provided, there should be no nced whatever
to put in deep sewernge within a reasonable
period of, say, 15 years. If the Government
alter their minds and instal deep sewerage,
they shounld at least compensate the house-
holders who have gone to an vxpense of £20
or £30 to meet the need meanwhile. IFf that
provision were given effeet to, there iz no
reason why large areas now on the verge of
installing septic tanks should not vome to a
decision right away and clean up the metro-
politan area in this way. Now [ ecome to
another matter to whieh I referred Iast

session. On that oceasion it canzsed some
amusement. I refer to shags and the shag
menace, It is hard to make members realise

that oue is dealing with a real menace—the
large number of birds which are doing no
good at all, but are doing much harm. I
urge memhers to support this elaim to have
those birds removed from the list of pro-
tected birds.

Hon. G. Taylor: Are they protected now?

Mr. NORTH: Yes. Someone told me that
if I called them river cormorants I would
get a better reception than by calling them
shags. I am quite prepared to call them
river cormorants, Those birds are said to
eat six or seven pounds of fish per day.
Even if they eat only six or seven fish per
day, they are increasing in thousands every
vear and are defiling the yachts all over the
Tiver. .

Mr. Thomson: What is the remson for
their being protected?
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Mr. NORTH: It is because they are sup-
posed to eat the cobbler. That sees to be
a great virtue claimed for them.

Hon. G. Taylor: You de not mean the
shoemaker?

Mr. NORTH: The hon. member under-
stands what I mean. The cobbler is really
a good fish to eat, so it is no recommendation
for the birds. Although this may seemz
very small matter to bring up in this im-
portant House, it is & big question for the
yachtsmen on the river right from Perth to
Fremantle. In each of the districts through
which the river flows are yachts worth thous-
ands of pounds that are being [iterally
ruined by those birds. There is no use in
them, and I do urge the Government to re-
move that protection and allow the birds
to be kept within reasonable limits. Now
I come to the matter of level erossings which
was referred to very shortly by the member
for Bunbury (Mr. Withers). A representa-
tive deputation, which I had the honour to
lead, waited on the Minister for Railways
some three or four months ago with regard
to level crossings in the metropolitan area.
That deputation included four or five mem-
bers of Parliament and seven or eight
mayors or chairmen of road boards. I am
glad to say the Minister then made a definite
promise that he would take action and would
provide for one or two of these crossings
every year. Some months have elapsed
since then, and I wonld like to learn from
the Government when it will be possible to
make provision for dealing with level cross-
ings. It is a matter of extreme urgency.
The deputation was so influential that I
think the Minister was somewhat impressed.
Though at the start he seemed inclined to
pooh-pooh the remarks addressed to him,
having heard the testimony of doectors and
others, he recognised that the erossings were
a deadly danger to the people of the metro-
politan aren. Nowhere in the world, I be-
lieve, could one find a larger number of
crossings in so short a distance and with so
many trains passing day and night. The
accidents on those erossings speak for the
danger: thev are becoming far too frequent.
T would like to learn from the Government
that some decision has been arrived at, and
that bridges or subwavs are to be bnilt.
There are one or two bad places in the
Guildford, Cottesloe, and North Fremantle
ATeAas.

Mr. Rowe: In North Fremantle they have
been fixed up.

Alr. Thomson: There are some bad cross-
ings in the country distriets too.
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Mr. XORTH: I bave no doubf of it. The
question is a serious one throughout the
world. A train from Chieago to New York
used to do the journey in 18 hours, but ther¢
were so many accidents on crossings that
the time of transit was inereased to 20 homrs,
at which it stands to-day. So {haf even in
the United States the danger of running
high-speed {rains over level erossings is
recognised. I now leave that question,
which, however, is vital. These are all small
matters, and now I would like to touch for
a few minufes on a big question. I desire
to refer to the article of a Frenchman pub-
lished in yesterday’s newspaper—I dare say
hon. members have seen it—on the question
of present conditions in Australia. The
writer said that Australia had a wonderful
race of people and that the workers were
all well provided for. He painted a rosy
picture of an ideal eountry. However, at
the finish there was a nasty little rapier-like
thrust, when he said that we were an ideal
instance of socialism with wonderful honses
and happy people and doing it all by debt.
He said this country was practising “social-
ism in our time” on borrowed money. That
was it, put in a nufshell. It was nasty of
him to put a sting in the tail like that, It
is nasty, too, that he should start frouble in
that way among the countries that lend us
money, by telling them that weé are building
up this happy illusion of prosperous homes
on 130,000 men in the country carrying the
burdens of 6,000,000.

Mr, Lindsay: It is true, all the same.

Mr, NORTH: I would like the article tir
be answered. We have a very able Pre-
mier, who probably has seen those remarks.
The same eriticism has been published in
many places besides in that article, It is
frequently said that things are all very well
in Australia, but that it is all done on bor-
rowed money.

Mr, Thomson: Only by borrowing money
can one develop a country.

Mr. NORTH: Suppose Mr. Collier de-
cided this year not to bring down a T.oan
Bill for £4,000,000, where wonld West-
ern  Australin  he? Therefore, T con-
sider that this eriticism, striking and acute
eriticism fo come from a stranger after a
few weeks’ stay, should be answered by
Cabhinet.

Mr. Mann: Is the writer of any promi-
nence? Ts he worth answering?

Mr. NORTH: His article will he pub-
lished all over England, and all the finan-
ciers will read it.
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The Premier: Is that the Frenchman?

Mr, NORTH: Yes. 1 think his article
demsnds an snswer,

The Premier: Oh, I don’t know. He said
our girls were all right, and what does the
rest of it matter anyway?

Mr. NORTH : The beginning of the article
made one feel proud of Australia, but there
was that nasty sting in the tail. I think
it wonld be very apposite if the next issue
of the Government’s publicity reports gave
some ficures to show the critics that we
are standing on our own feet.

The Premier: That writer’s boock will be
read only in France.

My, NORTH: The article has got as far
as Western Australia, which is a long way
from his home. Another unfortunate state-
ment was published in regard to whent.
No doubt we are told yesr after year that,
according to false or Jugubrious reports
from Europe, wheat prospecis are bad. The
eriticisms of experts on the other side of the
world regarding wheat supplies go io
show.

Mr. Mann: That is not a very influential
journal.

Mr. NORTH: Donbiless, but it is nice
to be able to answer these criticisms, when
we are shown how parlous may be the
position of our primary industry. These
forecasts might come true ome year. I do
not say they will come true this year, but
they have been made year after year, We
should realise that we have a market which
we now despise, but which is growing and
which will ultimately be something, namely,
our own home market. That market it is
now the policy of the Federal Government
and of Loth sides in the Federal Parliament
to maintain by proteetion. When snch re-
ports come from Europe, where our big
market is fo-day, hon. members who are
inelined to eavil at protection and all it
means should bear in mind that it will be a
happy day for Western Australia when we
have our own people to huy our own wheat.
With those few remarks I will leave the
debate, because, having been here three or
four years now, I realise that more good
can be done by writing to Ministers and
seeing them than by occupying the time of
the House.
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MR. A, WANSBROUGH (Albany)
[9.10]: T wish to express my thanks to
His Excellency the Governor for the hrief
and precise Speech he has been pleased to
deliver to Parlimnent. "The contents of the
Speech may not have been information to
hon. members, but it was informafion neces-
sary to be appreciated by the general pub-
iic. The Premier, the Leader of the Op-
position, and the Leader of the Country
Party having dealt fully with the finanecial
position, I shall say nothing upen it except
that Western Australia is to be congratn-
lated on having atfained that position.
Wheat production, it is pleasing to note,
inereases year by year; last year the in-
crease exceeded 5,000,000 bushels. To my
mind that fact proves that with proper
farming methods Western Australia can
produce at the same level as the Eastern
States. I sincerely hope that the ecampaign
initiated for raising 50,000,000 bushels of
wheat in the centenary year will be sue-
cessful.

Mr, Lindsay: It cannob be done by ean-
paigning; it can only be done by work.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH : Tt will be done
by work. While on the question of wheat
preduction, I am glad to note eertain fig-
ures on the wheat map produced by the
Deputy Government Stalist. That map
shows the yields of the various districts, and
I observe that the despised districts of On-
gerup and Needilup rank fourth in the
State, Bullfinch has 195 bushels, Southern
Cross 17.67, Dalwallinu 17.27, and Ongerup
16.9 per acre.

Hon, G. Taylor: Is that the average for
each district?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Yes, accord-
ing to the Deputy Government Statist. I
mention these Bgures because I wish to re-
mind the Cabinet, and especially the Min-
ister for Lands, that in the area between
Ongerup and Newdegate there are still hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of similar land
awaiting development and productivity. To
my mind, the developmeni and productivity
can only be brought sbout by railway com-
muneiation. I trust that the Migration and
Development Commission who are now in-
vestigating the 3,500 farms seheme will in-
vestigate that country also. As to the 3,500
farms scheme, T do not wish to be sarcastie,
nor do T wish to cast reflections on my
friends who occupy the cross benches. How-
ever, the speech of the Leader of -the Coun-
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try Party appeared to indieate two policies
—one poliey as a producer, and another
poliey as a member of his organisation.
While the hon. member was speaking L
took notes of his remarks, and this is ex-
actly what he said—

T want it to be clearly understood that our party
stand strictly to this policy, namely the natursl
flow to the nearest port of shipment, providing
that there are natural facilities. The Country

Party cannot be accused of feeling in any way
antagonistic to the port of Esperance.

A little later he said—

A phase of the question well worth considering

is whethar it would not be cheaper to construct
s few additional miies of railway than to incur the
expenditure in developing another port.
I do not know what the hon. member
meant when he referred to a “few addit-
ional miles.” I assumed the hon. member
was referring to the Forrestania country,
for which the natural port 1s Esperance.

Mr. Thomson: I was drawing attention
to the natural port at Albany, which yon
represent, and it is my port, too.

Mr. Lindsay: You do not object to the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson)
supporting Albany?

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: No. I do not.
I do not want a diversion of trade to the
port that is not the natural one for the
distriet. Further, the hon. member said—

I know that in this matter the member for Albany
will welcome my co-operation and that of my party.
because it is vital to his electorate and mine

also, that the utilitics at the port of Albany
shall be utilieed to the fullest extent.

Mr. Thomson: There you have it.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: 1 am not pre-
pared to suppoert a policy of diversion of
trade, for I stand four-square in favour of
a policy of decentralisation. 1 am not
in favour of any diversion of trade as
suggested by the member for Katanning.
If he advocates that each port shall have
the advantage of its geographical position,
and have the advantage of the trade within
its natural zone, T am with bim, but I do
not want any unnatural diversion of trade
to the detriment of another port.

Mr. Thomson: Do you not think it would
be more profitable to build two or three
miles of railway, instead of spending a
million pounds or more on constructing

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH : The hon. mem-
ber now indicates what he means! The
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country he refers to is 100 miles furthe
away.

Mr. Lindsay: Even so, that would cosl
less than a harbour.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: By diverting
the trade to & port that is not the natural
outlet, we add to the cost of transport and
that is reflected in the cost to the con-
sumer, Albany does not ask for the trade
that belongs geographically to another
port.

Mr, Thomson: Do you suggest that ]
propose that?

Mr, A. WANSBROUGH: That is what
1 gathered from the hon. member’s speech.

Mr. Thomson: I suggest that you read
it again.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: All that Al
bany wants is the trade that the port is
entitled to, nothing more but nothing less.

Mr. Mann: To which port do you sug-
gest that produce should go?

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH : I am not mak-
ing any suggestion at all. If the mem-
ber for Ratanning referred to the Fores-
tania ecountry, that trade should go to
Esperance.

Mr. Thomson: I would not refer to land
in the south-eastern portions of my dis-
trict, would I?

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: That land
would be 120 miles from Albany. I am not
prepared to go out of the Albany zone, or
for diversion of trade.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: That zone has
yvet to be defined.

Mr., A, WANSBROUGH:
defined.

Mr. Thomson: You are attempting to
place a limitation upon the area I referred
to.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: In dealing
with the 3,000 farms scheme, T have suffi-
cient faith in the personnel of the De-
velopment and Migration Commission to
know that they will view the position as
they find it and do justice all round. 1
desire to see the available utilities made
nse of to the fullest extent, but I do not
desire trade to the detriment of another
port, or additional cost of transport. 1
congratulate the member for Katanning
upon his references to the Fremantle
bridge and harbour extensions. I agree
with him that before the House should be
asked to pass the necessary appropriations
for the construction nf that bridge, a funll

It has been



[21 Avcust, 1928.] M7

and comprehensive scheme covering the
development of the Fremantle harbour
shonld be laid upon the Table. Unless that
is done, I shall oppose the construyetion of
the Fremantle bridge.

Mr. Lindsny: .Another rebel in the
ranks!

Mr, A. WANSBROUGH: This is not a
party question; it is 2 State matter,

Myr, Thomson: That is the way we should
regard it.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: I listened to
the speech of the Minister for Lands re-
garding group settlement wnatters and I re-
gret to admit that the piciure he painted
respecting my constitueney was fairly
true. It will make unpleasant reading for
the general publie. We should be ex-
tremely pleased to know that the Govern-
ment are determined upor a policy of fix-
ing & period during which Government as-
sistance will be extended, thus pul{ing the
group settlers on a sound footing. The
group settlers in the Albany electorate will
welcome the change. They have been a
long-suffering people and, had this policy
been in operation three years ago, many of
the earlier seitlers would still be on their
blocks.

Mr, Thomson: Many of them were gocd
nien, too,

Mr, A, WANSBROUGH: We have prob-
ably lost gsome of the best migrants we
ever had.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough:
they gone?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Some of them
ire to be found among the unemployed. I
10pe that, under the new arrangements,
nany of the ouistanding disabilities and
rrievances will be rectified. I congratulate
he Minister npon the energy he has dis-
slaved.  Mast hon. members have dealt
vith the main roads question, and T wish
o refer to it. T do not prepose fo exon-
rate the members of the Main Roads
loard from their responsibilities, bat I re-
ret that members who have spoken have
ot seen fit to place the true position be-

ore the people. Every hon. member knows
hat the construetion of roads under the
‘ederal system is governed by the Federal

Where have

.id Roads Act, not by the State Main

'‘oads Aet. ) .

Mr. Limdsay: There is nothing in the
Commonwealth Act about plans and speci-
fications.

Mr. .A\. WANSBROUGH: The Federal
Act governs the pusition and the Main
Roads Board have to work under it. Two
years agn the construetion of King-Napier-
road in my district was approved. Three
sets of plans and specifications were sub-
mitted and only a fortnight azo was ap-
proval obtained for the work, which was
gazetted yesterday. Hon. members have
not yet been fair about this matter, and
it is regrettable that they have not been
prepared to be honest and admit where the
responsibility lies. [t has been insinuated
that the chief cause of the trouble has been
Ministerial interference. Mr. Hector Stew-
art, MLC., in a lelter appearing in the
Press made certain statements that should
be on record in “Hansard.” His letter was
as follows:—

The views expressed in a recent statement
Mr. A. H. Malloch, who, through the Good Ro&dy
Association, took a prominent part in advocating
the formation of a Main Roads Beard free from

litical interference, ave undoubtedly very widely
eld. In effect his main contention is that much
road construction is being carried cut on s basis
beyond the present economic eapacity of the coun-
try to bear, and that opinion is pgenerally held
by those who by travel and experience are qualified
to judge. Mr. Malloch apprecistes the influence
of the Main Roads Act in encouraging local anth-
orities to provide continuity of good roads.. The
pity of it is that the powers introduced into the
Act—on the recommendation of the Select Com-
mittee—whereby the services and valuable know-
ledge and experience of the local autherities conld
be fully utilised, were ignored, and in congequence
an enormous amoun$ of the work was carried out
by the Main Roads Board, utilising inefficient day
labour, under Ministerial direction, and debarring
the needy settler and his team, whercas the local
authorities could have done the same work at a
fraction of the enormous cost for which they are

now being called upon to contribute according to
allocation on the basis of benefita conferred.

The tesponsibility for the work is governed
by the Main Roads Act and it is not sub-
jeet to direction by the Minister. Hon.
members know that that is the position.
Therefore the least they can do is fo be
honest and admit where that responsibility
lies.

Mr. Lipdsay: Under which Act ¢

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: It is under our
Main Roads Act.

Mr. Lindsay: What 1s the trouble? == -

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Bume members
omplamed about the apportionment to the
varioys road Boards. ..

L 4
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Mr. Lindsay: Not at all. Tle complaints
were about inability to get the work done.
The only trouble about the apportionments
15 that local authorities are asked to pay
for something for which they have not re-
ceived valne.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH : That may be so,
but bon. members should be frank about a
big job like this. They know that at the
outset they were running from Minister to
Main Roads Board and back again to get
unfortunate men at work before Christmas.
They know perfectly well that there was no
approval for the Commonwealth part of it
until the 16th December.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is that last year?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: No, tbat was
in the first year the scheme was in opera-
tion.

Mr. Lindsay: You know that 1,100 men
were put on from the beginning of Janu-
ary till the 10th of that month.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH : Would the hon.
member suggest that those men should bave
been sent out on the 17th December, brought
back, and then sent out again later on?

Mr. Thomson : The remarkable thing about
it was the way men were sent to particular
distriets.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: That did not
make any difference. A% any rate, & was
no advantagd in my electorate so far as the
rolls were concerned.

Mr. Thomson: Was if not?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Of the men
sent to my electorste 50 per cent. were not
eligible to be enrolled.

Mr, Lindsay: That was unfortunate.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH : No, it was not.

Mr. Teesdale: This was in 1926—pretty
old stuff?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: It is time we
had the truth.

Mr, Lindsay: It was Federal money that
was being expended and the Aet raid the
work had to he done by contraet.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: And those re-
sponsible for this work did it by day work.

Mr. Thomsen: And that explaing why the
Commanwealth held np £53,000, as disclosed
in the returns.

Hon, G. Taylor: That was the early part
of last year.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Of course, we
know where the complaint eame from.

Mr. Teesdale: I wouldn’t go into it

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: The complaint
was made by the members for Forrest and
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Swan in the Federal House of Representa
tives.

Hon, G. Taylor: Was it not justified

Mr. Thomseon: Evidently it was; else they
would not have stopped the £33,000.

Mr, A, WANSBROUGH : Those member:
did an injustice fo the State.

The Premier: And will be punished fo:
it in another two months.

Mr, A, WANSBROUGH: Of the mer
that came into my electorate, 50 per cent
were not eligible for enrolment.

Hon. G. Taylor: That was only a mis
take; it was bad luck.

Mr, A, WANSBROUGH: It has beer
said over and over again that men wen
sent out without tools, That was not thi
men’s fanlh,

Mr. Thomson: Of course not.

Mr. SPEAKER: Every member makin;
a speech to the Assembly has the right t
be heard in silence. Members by consulting
the Standing Orders will know where am
how they can interrupt. I hope I shall no
have to draw attention again to our Stand
ing Orders.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: It was point
edly put to me that my distriet also had .
quota. Tt:got a paltry 25. That did no
affect the majority. Why should we hav
these insults hurled across the Chamber
Let us be honest. As for the tools, the;
were delayed in transit. It was not the faul
either of the ‘men or of the Main Road
Board.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Whose fault was it

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH.; The delay oc
curred in the Railway Department. It wa
admitted by the Minister for Railways him
self. Why should the blame be cast on th
unfortunate men? The other evening I wa
pleased to hear the Premier in reply to th
member for Nelson (Mr. J, H. Smith}) stat
that it was proposed to consider on the Loa
Eistimates the construction of the Cran
brook-Boyup railway., I hope that wi
be done, although it will not affect my dis
trict very much. I might be permitted t
remind the Premier that the Advisory Boar
reporting on that district estimated tha
from 2,000 to 2,500 setflers could be place
in that area in the form of group settlemen
Then there is a very large belt of countr
between the Pardelup settlement and th
Frankland River. This, too, might be con
sidered for future settlement, for it is we
watered and it carries good natural grasse
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Coming to the question of railway com-
munication for the Needilop and Salt River
districts, T may say these subjects have been
placed before the Premier on two oceasions.
I hope the Premier will give early attention
to them, and I hope the promise that
the Railway Advisory Roard will be re-
quested to report on these districts will soon
be fulfilled, The Salt River district is one
of the oldest distriats of the State. 1n many
instances the seftlers are eompelled to cart
their produee up to 40 or 50 miles, In the
Needilup district there are 50 or 40 seitlers
carting distanees uvp to 40 miles. To
give members an idea of what this district
is like T propose to read the following para-
graph issued by the State Publicity officer
under the authority of the Premijer:—

Favoured Districks.—The Gnowangerup, Borden
and Salt River districts, east of Tambellup on the
Great SBouthern Railway, and spread over the rich
plains on the northern shed of the Stirling Range,
are smongst the favoured districts of Western
Aungtralia. Situated in high southerly atiitudes,
the climatic conditions throughout the year are as
near ideal a8 possible. The towering peaks of the
Stirling Range form a rugged and picturesque
background to the fertile undulating plains, mmile
after mile of which have been brought under
cultivation. During a recent visit of the Premier
(Mr. P. Collier) statistics were furnished showing
the productivity of the land for wheat growing
and the suitability of the country for raising
high-grade sheep and wool. It is estimated that the
wheat average of the Gnowangerup district is,
approximately, double that of the State average.
Last year some magnificont crops were harvested,
renging from 30 to 42 bushels to the acre. Splendid
sheep studs have been established, the sheep being
hugla in frame, and one grower averaged & return
of 141bs. of wool per fleece for the whole of his
flock last year, almost double the average flesce
yield for the State. The Gnowsngerup Road Board
area comprisea only a little more than half a million
acres, and last year the value of wool handled
through brokers was £68,000, whilst 127,000 bags
of wheat were produced.

T have here some statistics arranged by the
Government Statistician,  They give the
production for the season 1927-28, showing
that the land held under conditional pur-
chase was 1408431 acres, the land cleared,
including erops, was 598,602 aeres, the acre-
age under crop was 203,225 acres, the wheat
produced was 1,730,902 bushels, the oats
209.793 bushels, the hay 19,009 tons, the
potatoes 2,843 tons, apples 231,846 bushels,
pears 18,202 bushels, butter. 282,054 ibs,,
waool 1,681,867 1bs., horses 5,815, eattle 4,208,
sheep 223,318, pigs 2,077. 1 helieve I can
say that at least 50 per cent. of that pro-
duction, except perhaps the apples and pota-
toes, came from beyond a 20-mile radius of
any railway. I repeat that there are still
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hundreds of thousands of acres lying dor-
mant in that distriet, purely a breeding
ground for dingoes. It will produce quite
equally to the statistics I have just read.
The last subject I wish to touch upon is the
Albany-Katanning-Bunbury train service.
I approach this matter rather in the way
of complaint, and I trust the Minister for
Railways will do something to remove the
canse of that complaint. Briefly the posi-
tion is that a passenger wishing to travel
from Albany or any intermediate station
between Albany and Katanning, to Bunbury
finds it necessary to stay at Katanning for
24 hours, This means that a passenger
journeying to Bunbury by the Monday,
Wednesday, or Friday trains, the only trains
running, has tn arrive at Xatanning on the
Sunday, the Tuesday, or the Thursday by
the 11,46 p.m, train, and vemain at Katan-
ning until 10.35 p.m. the following day. T
know the Commissioner will say it is not
nossible to delay the departure ex Katan-
ning to econnect with the Albany train on
Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays, owing to
having to connect with the Bunburv-Perth
train ex Bunbury.

Mr. Thomson: It is remarkable that they
eannot study the convenience of the publie.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: I wish to sug-
gest to the Minister that the crossing be
made at the Brunswick Junction instead of
ut Bunbury. This would enable the depar-
ture ex Katanning to connect with the
Albany train. The journey by this train
is quite sufficient punishment on any pas-
senger without his having to wait 24 hours
at Katanning. I do hope the Minister will
give consideration to my suggestion. As an
old Western Australian, incidentally one of
the second generation, T am pleased to learn
that it is proposed to fittingly celebrate the
centenary of Western Australia. Whilst 1
realise that none of us will be here to see
lhe seecond centenary

Mr. Thomson: Speak for younrself.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Well, I con-
fess T do not wish to sce it. Still; I do
hope the coming celebration will be well
recorded in history so that future genera-
tions will know that Western Australia
looked after itself on its first birthday. T
regret having kept the House so long.

On motion by Mr. C. P. Wansbrough,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.44 p.m.



