
[ASSEMBLY.]

4tionable amusements tax. The hospital should
be supported either by direct tax or by a
State lottery or premium bonds, as suggested
by Mr. Frsser. I do not see why all this
money should go to Queensland, or Tasmania.
I1 have yet to see evidence that the morals
of the people of Tasmania or Queensland
are worse than ours by reason of the fact
that they are allowed to run consultations
in those States.

Hon. W. J. Mann: There are not so many
wowsers there.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: We allow
bookmakers here and other forms of gamb-
ling, and why not allow these consulta-
tions alsot IDuring may election tour I was
able to recognise the position of the towns
along the Great Southern railway with re-
gard to their water supplies. I went to
Wagin several times but found no water
there. Katanning and other towns are in
nearly as bad a position. These towns will
grow larger and they should receive better
treatment. Efforts are made to supply
them with water by means of mud dams
somewhere in the neighbourhood. ITt is all
very well to say, "Give them water"; but
they want soft end clear water, something
akin to the Albany water. Considera-
tion should be given to a big comprehensive
scheme for watering all these towns. Water
is without limit in the Ivicinity of the
place where Albany draws its own supply.
We know that the Albany water is equal to
anything in Australia, for it was so deter-
mined by the analysis that was made for the
purpose of testing it for the Woollen mills.
1 hope consideration will be given to that
necessary provision. I have much pleasure
in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

House adjournzed at '1,67 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION-rROZEN WEAT.
WYNDHAM.

Mr. MANN asked the Premier: 1, What
quantity of frozen beef is availalec on spot
at the Wyndhamn Meat Works for sale for
consumption in this State? 2, What quan-
tity can be made available per month for
consumption in the State during the present
killing season at Wyndham?

The PREMIER replied:- 1 and 2, The
works will close down. on 4th September.
The estimated remaining quantity of frozen
beef to come to hand for consumption with-
in the State is 353 tons. Of this quantity,
93 tons has been shipped per "Koolinda"l
due at Fremantle about 21st inst.; about
200 tons will be shipped per "Kangaroo"
leaving Wynd ham on f0th September, and
about 60 tons per "Koolinda" leaving Wynd-
ham. about 26th September.

QUESTION-WHEAT, BULK-
HANDLING.

Mr. FERGUSON asked the Premier: In
view of the interest in and importance of
bulk handling of wheat to the wheat growers
of the State, will the Government appoint
a practical wheat grower to the committee
that is inquiring into the question?

The PREMIER replied: The present in-
quiry into the bulk handling of wheat ques-
tion is purely departmental and it is not
considered advisable to add to the com-
mittee.

QUESTION-WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
DINNER, COST.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Premier: From
where does the money come and who foots9
the bill for the animal Western Australian
dinner held in London?
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The PREMIER replied: The money is
supplied by those who attend the dinner
and foot the bill.

QUESTiON-APPLES, PROPOSED
IMPORTATION.

.Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is he aware that efforts are
being made to export appies from South
Australia to this State? 2, If so, what
steps are being taken to prevent this action
in the interests of Western Australian
orchardists?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied:- 1, From Press paragraphs I am
aware it has been suggested that sonmc
steps shall he taken. 2, The existing regu-
lations prohibit the importation of apples
into Western Australia.

ADDTRES-IN-RBPLT.

Eighth DaV.

Debate resumed from the 16th August.

MR. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [4.37]:
During the course of the debate, members
have raised numerous questions, and mostly
all of them have been on interesting matters.
I am not going to delve into the Governor's
Speech, but I wish to say it is pleasing that
our exports have almost reached the volume
of our imports, and that in all probability,
if the season turns out as favourably as we
expect, we shall soon reach the stage when
there will no longer be an adverse balance
of trade. I am sure every member will Join
with me in hopi~ig that will be so, because
it will have the effect of alleviating many of
our present difficulties, one in particular,'
the unemployment difficulty-to which I
shall refer later--while it will also assist
the State generally. It may seem rather
ludicrous to talk about the water supply at
the present time. Through the courtesy of
the acting Minister for Works 1, with many
other members, was able recently to inspect
Churchman's Brook, which scheme is now
practically complete. I congratulate those
responsible for the work on the splendid
effort they have put 'forward Which, I be-
lieve, will be most successful. The work
appeals to me as 'having been carried out
on the latest scientfic lies Churchman's
Brook has been desirned as a. permanent
reservoir and the result, I believe, will be
to increase greatly the supply of water

[12]

available for the metropolitan area. Dur-
ing the visit we bad an opportunity to talk
with the engineers, and I -was astounded to
learn what an enormous supply is necessary
for the metropolitan area. During the last
tent or 12 years the metropolitan area. has
increased its population greatly, and it
seems that the rate of progress in future
will be very much greater. If that is so,
unlem the Government institute at once the
building of additional reservoirs, the metro-
politan area in 12 or 15 years time is likely
to be faced with a shortage of water. I know
that the present Government are pushing
the present scheme ahead, but I do
not think it is too early for them
to prepare for the building of addi-
tional reservoirs, It must be realised
that in building the present reservoirs we
have been tapping the main sources of sup-
ply, and that when the present scheme is
completed our engineers will probably have
to look in some other direction for water.
Therefore, I urge that it is not too early to
think about augmenting the supply for the
metropolitan area,

Hon. W. J. George: It was all planned
out when I was in office.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I amn quite aware
that the scheme now being brought into
operation was instituted by the previous
Government, and I realise that the present
Government have carried on the work as
quickly as finances would permit. I do not

sugest that the Government will call a halt
when the present scheme is completed, but
I do voice the opinion, after listening to
what the engineers had to say, that it is not
too early to prepare an additional scheme
for the future. While denling with the
question of water, let me refer to the photo-
graphs that have been reproduced in the
"West Australian" during the last few days
of lagoons at Inglewood. Their occurrence
is not common in the metropolitan area, hut
unfortunately they do occur in the district
I -represent. Notwithstanding that Subisao
is now expanding in population to the pro-
portions of a city, very great difficulty is ex-
perienced with the drainage system. On
any day during the last four or five weeks
small lagoons could have been seen in some
of the most thickly populated parts of
Subiaco. This difficulty can be overcome-
and we thought it would have been overcome
before now-if the Government would carr
on the drainage from Shenton Park lake.
Five years ago we were definitely promised
by the then Minister for Works, the member
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for 'Murray-Wellington, that the sewerage
system would he started in Subiaco early in
the following- year. It was started in March.
Side by side with that scheme we were
promised the drainage of the lake. It is
41 , ' years sine6 the sewerage scheme -was
started in Subiaco and yet nothing has been
done in the matter of drainage.

M1r. North: That is, the drainag-e of storm
water?

Mr. RICIIARDSON; Th,- construction of
the stormn-water drains has not been under-
taken. The local council, he'iering that the
lake would he drained in the near future,
turned all its subsidiar 'y drains into Shen-
ton Park lake. The consequence is that,
when heavy rains ocutewtrrsa

bank ti allthedrains until they overflow
into the streets. I understand that the cost
of the drainage schemne would be Z35,000 to
£40,000. 1 cannot say that that was a
definite estimate. T kno w that the Subiaco
municipal engineer estimates the cost at
£C25,000 and] I think the Drainage Depart-
ment engineers estimated the cost at £40,000.
Whicht estimate is correct, I cannot say.
Perhaps a medium might be struck by say-
ing the cost would be about £35,000. The
Treasurer will naturally say, "We have not
the finanes to do it.' But the local muni-
cipal council are likely to lie mulct in heavy
damages unless something is done. Recently
the member for 'East Perth (.1r. Kcnneally)
pointed out the dimfeulties of the situation
in Inglewood. I appreciate those difficul-
ties, because my district has experienced
them to a considerable extent. They hare
already cost the local council a large sum.
On one occasion, I may mention, a woman
hN'd to hc carried out late at night from her
home through several feet of water in the
yard, there hein'g several inches in the house.
She and he'- family had to be taken to a
hotel and left there until the water recded.
AIfterwards it cost the Suhiaco council a
considerable amount to have the place
cleaned up. Aknd that sort of thing is con-
tinnonsly goinig on. Therefore I do hope
the Governuient will _ire serious and speedyv
attention to the trouble. Apart from the
fact that wrater lodging anywhere im a nuns-
anep to the people at the time, there is the
further consideration that in receding and
drying off it is a menace to health. The
Subiaeo council are continuously digging up
areas which hav-e been flooded so as to
freshen them up, as soon a-, the warm
weather sets in. I have brought this sub-
ject under the notice of the faire previ-

ously, and I do trust that this yea r'ts Loan
Estimates will make provision for over-
comng the ditieulty. I trust, also. that this
kind of thing will nut be prevalent nest
lear. Subiaco has suffered from it now for
three or four year.,. Strange though it may
seem, it is a fact that the water level of
Shenton Park le during the last 30 years
hans risen no le~a than IR feet. If that is to
continue, flooding must necessarily take
place around all the residences in West
SuLtiahV. The water level is steadily climb-
big-, and is becoming- so high that in the near
future, unless the area is drained, it will be
imp o-ihle to cope with the wrater. I place
the facts before the Government, and T hope
they will take immediate action. While I
an) speaking of draitaze, it is opportune to
suggest that the Government make a start
with that work. The present time is speci-
ally opportune because to-day so many men
are lookinz for wvork. T'nquestionably the
unemployment problem ranks among the
greatest, if it is not the very greatest, which
the Government have to solve. In many
quarters the blame for unemnp'oyment is
being laid at the door of the Federal Gonv-
ernment, hut I cannot subscribe to that view.
In my opinion, the fault does not lie at the
door of the Federal Glovernment. I readily
admit that Western Australia has bieein iv-
ceiri u too many Southern Europeans, but
it must be realised that at policy adopted
towards a friendly' nation such as, Italy, and
extendin- over umany years-, cannot be
altered ex1cept with considerable diffliculty in
the direction of preventing Italians inigrat-
iag from their land to ours. Let rme remind
])on. members that in the outside world
Australia is looked upon as a nation in
itself. Let us bear in mind that we are an
integral part of Great Britain, and that
Great Britain has an international policy.
In the ease of a friendly nation such as the
Italians;, who assisted us in the Great War
and have erer been friendly to Great
Britain, it is an extremely delicate task for
the Prime Minister of the Commonwe~alth
to say, "You must not allow any of your
poonle to go to Australia," or rather. "Your
people will not he permitted to enter Aus-
tralia.0 That was the diflleziltv which con-
fronted the Federal Government. When we
began to complain here-prohabbv there
were complaints, from other States; as well-
the Federal Government took action. But
that action could not he brought to fruition
in a -day. eomnmuniecations had to pass, to
the British Government, and from the
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.British Government back to the Federal
Government, and nmany intricate matters, of
which we probably have no conception, had
to be arranged before anything could be
done to meet our desire. The Brace-Page
Government, however, got over the difficulty,
and in my opinion did so in a very nice
manner. No complications have set in, a
fact which no doubt is largely due to the
tact with which the Italian Consul assisted
the Federal Prime MKinister. We are Dow
assured by Mr. Bruce that not more than
600 J;M inns will be alloGwed to land in Aus-
tralia yearly; and, if I reipember rightly
what I read, thes~e'are to be the near rela-
tives of those Italians who are already in
Australia. The circumstances naturally sug-
gest that the people coming here to join
relatives will become permanent residents
of Australia. Amongst all the six States
we should easily be able to absorb 600 or
so of these Southern Europeans annually.
The Italians are good citizens, reliable
workers, and honest people; and absorbing
that number of them Australia will not be
in any danger.

The M.inister for Railways: 'You made the
qualification, amiongst the whole of the
States.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes.
The Minister for Railways: But Western

Australia gets the lot.
Mr. Mann:- In that case some of them

must come back here overland, as they do
not all get off at Fremantle,

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Minister speaks
of all the Italians, but no doubt he means
the greater proportion. I understand that
Western Australia does absorb the greater
proportion of them, or has been attempting
to do so. Queensland comes nie.Xt. How-
ever, that is an aspect which the Premier
mnight consider with the Prime Minister. We
must try to regard the matter from a reas-
onable point of view;, and if during recent
years 'we have been absorbing the greater
part of the Southern European;, then for
some little time to come we shall have to
accept more than our quota as compared
with iother States. Naturally the Italians
bare 'will be desirous of bringing out their
wives or mothers, and we shall bare to ab-
sorb these additi~onal migrants. If Southern
European immigration is 'really to be re-
stricted to closer relatives, it will mean the
coming of women, and this -will not affect
the unemployment position at all. Instead

of condemning the Prime Minister for the
action he has taken-and he took immediate
action to prevent those people from coming,
when 'we k-new we could not absorb them-
wve should praise him highly for the diplo-
matic manner in which he has coped with
the difficulty. Many theories have been ad-
vanced to elucidate_ the cause of unemploy',-
meat. I do not agree with the Government
in the methods they have adopted during
the past four or five months. I consider it
my duty to criticise the Administratj' on
wvheL (I hold criticism. to be due. I do not
think the Governent have handled the 'un-
employment problem at all well. They mi ght
have done very much more, end what they
did they might have done very much earlier.
However, I have a higher duty to perform
than that of criticism. If I have any suig-
gestions to offer for the solution of the
problem, it is my duity to offer them to the
Government, and in 'fact to assist in every
way possible to overcome unemployment.
That is how I view my duty here. The
unemployment problem is not new. West-
ern Australia has been favoured by reason
of the fact that it has enjoyed prosperity
for a number of years, and so the unemi-
ployed difficulty has not been too acute to
be remedied. However, the problem ha;
been growing larger and larger during the
past two years, until to-day there are pro-
bably in the, whole of Western Australia
some 8,000 or 0,000 unemployed. It seems
futile to suggest complete measures of re-
lief, but we must give some measure of re-
lief; the'se people cannot be allowed to
starve. To pat my view in plain and blunt
language, I hold that in Western Australia
theme are now too many people trying to
live on the proceeds of what comes from the
primary producer. We have reached that
economic stage when it becomes impossible
for the primary producers to keep all those
who are relying on them in employmnent
continuously. We must look around for
some means of extending employment.
There is Only One real method of
doing that, only one method which will
give permanent relief by providing work:
for every man in 'Western Australia. No
country has ever grown rich or great on
primary production alone. It is the second-
ary industries which have provided wealth
and employment for the people, and made
them happy and contented, First of all
we must have primary production, hut if we
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are to grow great we must have secondary
industries as well.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: And we must sup-
port those secondary industries.

Mr., RICHARDSON: Yes, in every pos-
sible shape and form. I know it is a diffi-
cult matter to establish secondary industries4
in Western Australia. I have had ex-
perience of that in some companies with
which I have been connected. During the
time of the previous Government5 however,
there was initiated a scheme whereby the
Agricultural Bank loaned up to 100 per
cent, of money used for developmental pur-
poses. We know the great benefit derived
by Western Australia from that policy,
which the present Government have contin-
aed. It is entirely duie to that policy that
men without means who went on the land
found themselves just as independent as
the men with money, since they could carry
on their clearing and general development
work, Indeed, they came out right on top,
as we see to-day. The present Government
and previous Governments have assisted sec-
ondary industries.

Mr, M1ann: That assistance has not been
as successful as assistance to primary in-
dustries.

31r. RICHARDSON: Let me point out
the possibility of extending what has been
done in this respect. It will be said that
in the ease of secondary industries the asset
is somewhat different. I entirely agree that
the asset of, say, a manufacturing company
differs from such an asset as developed
land. There is, however, one example of
assistance to secondary industry which f
desire to bring before the House. Sonic
years ago the Calyx Porcelain Company
started operations in my district. They had
-rather a bad time for several years, by rea-
son of their determination to use nothing
but local materials for their manufactures.
They expended a good deal in experiment-
ing, with the result that gradually their
funds were exhausted. Thereupon the Gov'-
erment were approached, and lent the com-
panty a large sum of money. Ultimately,
however, the whole undertaking was handed
over to a liquidator. I believe I amn right
in saying that the flovernment are now
behind him. With good management the
liquidator, who is one of ourm lending ac-
countants and a man of keen business acu-
men, one of those men who do nothing -with-
out realising what will transpire after-

ward;, brought the company to the position
of a paying concern. I do not know how
for the present Government assisted the
porcelain industry, but whatever assistanr-te
they did render, supplementary to the as-
sistance rendered by the previous Govern-
went, served to show plainly that if such
an industry can just get over that little
top, it will. prove successful, giving em-
ployment an~d ereating wealth in our midst.
I am not too sure that the Government shonid
not take into consideration the question
whether they will not still further extend
those activities, and provide more money for
secondary industries where they are satisfied
that those industries -will be beneficial to the
State and ultimately will be successful. I do
not know upon what basis Government assist-
ance is rendered in that direction now. Nat-
urally, the question will be regarded by the
Government from a business standpoint, but
I would point out that the lending of money
to farmers or to secondary industries is on a
basis totally different from that of private
loans to individuals. If I were to lend E1,000
at 7 per cent. to a person -who was engaged
upon a successful venture, my return would
be confined to the £70 interest. On the other
hand, should the Government make available
a loan to a farmer or to persons engaged in
establishing or carrying on an industry, the
Governmnent secure returns in many indirect
ways to their benefit. In my opinion, the
Goverunment should go into this matter, in-
vestigate the figures and endeavour to arrive
at what would represent an average return
from loins of that description. I place that
suggestion before the Government, believing
that secondary industries can be established
here. In the "West Australian" this morning
I noticed that Mr. Scull in, the Leader of the
Opposition in the House of llepresentative,
said, after inspecting the Albany Woollen
litill;, that he wa!a satisfied we could manu-
facture woollen goods in Western Australia,
despite the competition from the Eastern
States, just as well as those lines could be
manufactured anywhere else. I agree with
Mr. Scullin that we can manufacture as well,
if not better than is possible elsewhere. But
the question is: Can 'we manufacture goods
profitably ? If we cannot do that, we can-
not carry on.

The Minister for Railways: That is the
acid teat of commercialism.

Mr. RICHARDSONI Exactly, and that is
the whole crux of the position.
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The Premier: We could manufacture any-
thing on that basis.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The trouble is that
we are exploited by the manufacturers of the
Eastern. States.

Mr. -Mann: We provide a good. market.
Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes, and the manu-

facturcus in the Eastern States take advant-
age of it.

The Minister for Agriculture: And or
legitimate imanufactories become controlled
by Eastern States people.

31r. RICHARDSON: Undoubtedly. From
time to time I have pointed out that when
small concerns hare become established here,
and have reached the stage when success was
assured, someone ucame in from the Eastern
States and bought up shares, with the result
that those concerns were closed down. That
demonstrates clearly that we are under the
thumb of the manufacturers of the Eastern
States. Whether wve ean solve that problem
or not, T cannot sa-y, but it is for the Gov-
ernment, and for members of Parliament
generally, to render every assistance possible
in overcoming it. That is a real difficulty
that presents itself at present. In my
opinion it is what is mainly responsile for
unemployment in our midst to-day.

The Premier: There is no money avail-
able in the State for the eanblishment of
secondary industries, hut there is plenty for
the provision of a new picture show or a new
motor garage.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I agree -with the
Premier. That is a remarkable feature of
the position confronting us to-day. If we
could advance a good proposition, what
would be the reception of it?

The Minister f or Railways:- If you want to
start a tin hare proposition, you. can get
thousands of pounds.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Of course.
The Premier: But if you want £1,000 for

a factory, you cannot get it.
Mr. RICHARDSON: No. We shall have

to face this problem some day, -but it is
not too early to make preparations that
will have the effect of inducing people to
come here.

The Premier:- I do not think we have
turned down any request for assistance
that was reasonable. People do not appear
to be willing to invest their money in the
establishment of industries.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Premier will
,icree with me that that presents one of

our greatest difficulties to-day. I do not
desire to be pessimistic, but unless we
grapple with the position, it will become
intolerable.

The Minister for Railways: You would
not have us establish State factories?

Mir. RICHARDSON: No.
The Premier: But you want us to ren-

tier Government assistance, aad that is
whbat we are doing.

Hon. G. Taylor: You have not refused
any reasonable request?

The Premier: No.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I want the Premier
to extend that assistance.

The Premier: There does not seem to
be any interest evinced in that direction,
because people are afraid of Eastern
States competition.

Mr. RICHARDSON: We have to break
that down as much as possible; if we do
not, the position wiUl be intolerable. At
present our boys have nowhere to go when
they leave school. They are lucky if they
secure work in an office until they are 18
years of age, but then they are summarily
dismissed because another junior, aged 14
or 15 years, is brought on to do the work
that the 18-year old lad has been carrying
out. A boy of 18 is in a precaious position
because he can claim to be neither a man
nOr a boy. The wage that he has to be
paid represents more than he can earn, and
there are no openings for him. Only one
in ten of our boys -who enter commercial life
in an office, remains to reach a higher
position in that office. That is due to the
fact, luckily for him, that someone ahead
has died and created a vacancy that has
enabled the boy to secure promotion.

Mr. Withers: You would not suggest
that the employers are exploiting junior
labour

MrT. RICHARDSON: It cannot be said
that one man is exploiting another, pro-
vided the former works within the law.
That is the whole point. Employers are
acting within the law and they are not
exploiting junior labour. They require
juniors.

Mr. Thomson: In plain English, the
work to be done is boy's work.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Exactly.
Mr. Thomson: And an employer cannot

afford to pay the boy a man's wages for
it.
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Mr. RICHARDSON. The result is that
when the boy reaches 18 years of age he
is summarily dismissed and a junior taken
on. I hope this problem will be faced in
an earnest wanner. The Premier has given
some relief to the unemployed in our
midst, but I venture the opinion that,
notwithstanding that most of the relief
works have been commenced, not a fourth
of the unemployed have been engaged so
far. It is pitiable to be forced to realise
that we cannot find employment for them.

Mr. Thomson:- The tragedy of it all is
that the bulk of the labour is tunskilled.

Mr. RICHARDSON: That is so.
The Minister for Railways: If we were

to provide work for them all, wre would
have another 2,000 or 3,000 people from
the Eastern States over here in the course
of the nexvt few -weeks.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Our prosperity is
really responsible for that. We are boom-
ing our prosperity. We anticipate another
record harvest, and I hope our anticipa-
tions will he realised. We are booming
ourselves in the Eastern States.

The Minister for Lands: We are not
booming ourselves.

Mr, RICHARDSON: We are telling tho
truth, and that is sufficient to boom our-
selves.

The Minister for Lands: But we are not,
doing it

Mr. RICHARDSON: Even if we were to
issue warnings throughout the Eastern
States, it would not mutter, because if there
is uiiemnploymuent there and those who want
work know that Western Australia is in
a prosperous4 condition, they -will come across
in the hope of securing employment.

The Premier: Consequently the conditions
obtaining in the Eastern States affect our
unemployed difficulty here.

M1r, RICHARDSON: Undoubtedly. Prob-
ably if we had a succession of bad years in
Western Australia, and the Eastern States
experienced good seasons, our position would
affect them. We have to be fair in consider-
ingr these matters and we have to look at
things as they are. T suggest that should
there be a future failure with the harvest
in the Eastern States, we will again be in-
uindated with people from the other side.
We must face the difficulty. As I have
already indicated, not more than a fourth
of the unemployed here have been provided
with work. That leaves thousand- of un-
employed yet to be accommodated. Row are

we to get over that difficulty? It is a big
task and one that we must deal with. If
the Government succeed in grappling with
it, I wvill give them every credit for having
done so. The present is one of the most
difficult positions With which any Govern-
ment in this State hus been confronted.

The Minister for Railways: It is a world-
wide problem. It is not confined to atiy
single place.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Quite so, but we
have to face the problem here.

The i31inister for Railways: Unless we
shut out people, we cannot successfully face
the problem here.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am not altogether
concerned about the unemployment in other
lands, but I am concerned about the posi-
Lion in Western Australia. I have been
endeavouriug to find a solution of the pro-
blem. The Government have afforded a cer-
tain amount of relief, but they have placed
the greater part of the responsibility with
tihe local governing authorities, who have to
provide the greater proportion of the money.
In my electorate we have been provided
with £C640 Crom the Government, hut we
are spending £2,640 of our own money.
This wrill create a greater difficulty in the
future. Immediately our money is spent,
the local governing authority in Subiaco
will be unable to spend additional funds,
with the result that in the course of three
or four months the unemployed difficult~y
will be apparent again. It behoves the Gov-
ernment to look for some outlet for dlie un-
employed.

The Minister forr Railways: It is all a
matter of money. If we had any amount
of money, we could provide work for any
number of people.

Mr. RICHARD SON: I am in earnest
about this matter I am not criticising the
Government, for ] realise the difficulties of
the positiozn. At the same time r appreciate
the fact that this is a big man's lob. The
Government will have to rise to the occa-
sionl and overcome the unemployment pro-
blem. The trouble that cuilminated a few
weeks ago in quite a small riot provided
a spectacle that we do not like to see in
Western Australia. It has been said that
there is nothing like a hungry belly to make
a man bite both ways. If the unnemnployed
are allowed to go hungry, without any
attenipt being made to provide work for
them, we may have the experince of a few
weeks ago repeated in the streets of Perth.
I hope that Will not be so. The task is ear-
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tabily one for a big man and not only must
the Government rise to the occasion, but
every bon. member miust rise to the occasion
as well in furthering the efforts of the Gov-
erment.

The Minister for Railways: If 5,000r
people came into the State next week, how
would all the "rising to the occasion" get
over the difficulty

11r. RICHARDSON: We know the num-
ber we have now; let -us deal with theni.

The Minister for Railways: The Premier
told you that there were 5,000 extra people
who came to Western Australia during the
last six months.

Mr. RICHARDSON: It is useless trying
to dodge this question. We are sent to']Par-
liamnt to undertake certain duties.

The Minister for Railways: There is no
question of trying to dodge the issue.

The Premier: We cannot soird the pro-
blern of finding work for al~l the -unemployed
from the Eastern States.

Mr, RTCHARDSON- I do not suggest
that you can.

The Mlinister for Railways: But if those
people comne here, how can we overcome the
difficulty?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I suggest that we
have oi certain number of people unem-
ployed in Western Australia to-day.

The MIinister for Railways: Where did
they come from?

Mr'. RICHARDSON: We do not know.
The Minister for Railways: The Govern-

ment know.
MrU. RICHARDJSON: We know where

some of them came from.
The 'Minister for Railways: We know

that 5,000 extra came here during the last
six months.

Mr. Davy:. Do you imagine that any more
are likely to come in 9

The Minister for Railways:- Thousands
more might come here next month.

Mr. Davy: If they did, they could not get
-work.

The Minister for Railways: If we were to
"rise to the occasion" and find work for all
of them, of course others would come.

Hon. G. Taylor: If you could find useful
employment for them, it would be all right.

Mr Teesdale: Who is telling this yarn?
Mr. RICHARDSON: I have said it is

a big job to get over. We shall not get
over it by assuming that we are going to
ret 5,000 more men from somewhere else.
What we have to do is to look the matter
fairly and squarely in the face and say

whether we can or cannot find work for
the unemployed. If we cannot find work
for them, then we have to maintain them
without work. I have heard members on
the Government side, four or five years
ago, say very clearly that it was for the
then Premier, the present Leader of the
Opposition, to find work for the unem-
ployed. Those members in a loud voice
declared that that was the duty of the
Government. I listened and smiled, and
thought to myself that the tables would
he turned some day.

The Minister for Lands: Now they have
turned, and you arc using the old argu-
ment.

Mr. RICHARDSON: rnless the Govern.
ment can find means to get over the diffi-
cuilty, they 'will merit strong criticism dur-
the next session of Parliament. To-day
they are faced with the difficulty, and T.
sin asking whether they have any means
of getting over it. They will have to find
means, for all members on the Government
side have told us many times that it is the
duty of the Govern ent to provide work
for the unemployed. We have our unem-
ployed to-day, anid so it is for the Govern-
mnent to find work for them. If there are
any reproductive works, every member will
agree that the Government should put
those reproductive works in hand and so
find work for the unemployed. No man
in Western Australia would criticise
the Government for extending their loan
moneys with a view to providing re-
productive works in order to assist
the unemployed. But if the Govern-
ment attempt to carry on with un-
productive works, then they will deserve
criticism. I hope the Government will see
fit immediately to start very necessary
works and to continue on with those works
until, with the change of the seasons, the
work provided by the primary produicers
,will serve to furnish employment for all.
.1 in not in a critical frame of mind, but
I want to see something done for the un-
employed* as soon as possible. Hon. mem-
bers in the metropolitan area are eontinu-
ally besieged by men requiring work; and
if a member cannot find 'work for the ap-
plicaub,, probably the applicant puts it on
the member foi a few bob.

Mr. Lindsay: That i~s not confined to
the metropolitan area.-

V3
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Mr. Wilson: We country members get
it double: first in the country and then ii'
the metropolitan axes.

Air. RICHARDSON: I should have
thought the hon. member was shrewd
enough to put the applicant on to the local
member in the metropolitan area. I hope
that in the near future the majority of the
unemployed will be absorbed, If that is
done, due credit will be given to the Gov-
ernment for having carried out the job.
I do not desire to say anything more on
that point, except to add that unemploy-
ment is caused principally because too
many of us have been trying to live on
the primary producer.

Mr. Panton: Why not come with mem-
bers on this side, and take up a farm for
yourselfI

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the hon. mem-
her can show me a suitable block of land,
and find the necessary money. I am pre-
pared to take his advice. However, as I
say, that is the primary cause of unem-
ployment. This unemployment can be tem-
porarily relieved by an expenditure from
Joan funds on reproductive works, and also
by increased production on the part of thoe
primary producers. Bat real prosperity
and work can only be attained by eur hav-
ing sufficient secondary industries, so that
we can establish ourselves and not have
to bring in so many imports.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There used
to be the right to work.

Mr. RICHARDSON: It is said now that
a man has no right to wvork, and that he is
foolish if he does work. I am pleased to
notice that the Government intend to bring
down a Bill for a redistribution of seats.

Hon. G. Taylor: Will that create any
workq

Mr. Panton: You are anxious to throw
five or six more men out of work.

Mr. RICHlARDSON: Some of the unem-
ployed will be looking for the new scabs.
They will provide an outlet for someof
those out of work.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The whole thing may
create some additional unemployment.

Mr. RICHARD SON: I can assure the
Government that any reasonable effort on
their part to bring about a redistribution
of! seats will be supported by me. There
are many existing anomalies. However, I
do not wish to go into those at present, for
the question has been thrashed out here on

many occasions. If the Government will
put up a redistribution of seats that is fair
and just, I wil] give them every support,

Mr. Withers: Who is to be the judge of
its fairness and justicel

3hr. RICHARDSON: I do not intend to
delay the House very much longer. I wish
to give a meed of praise to the Minister for
IRailways. Last year, when speaking on the
Address-in-reply, I referred to the danger-
ous state of the tranmlines along King's
Park-road, down to the Perth-Fremantle-
road. The Minister, by interjection, said he
would attend to the matter. I am pleased
to say that work is now almost completed,
and I desire to thank the Mfinister for hav-
ing treated it as urgent.

Hon' G. Taylor: The same may be said
of the Oxford-street line.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, I am
sorry to have robbed you of a grievance
you have had for the last five years.

Mr. RICHARDSON: While I applaud
the Minister for what he has done in that
respect, I cannot applaud him for having
held up the construction of the West
Subiaco tramline. I again appeal to the
Minister to give due attention to that tram-
line. It is a very great necessity. Some
facilities are provided there by the motor
hoses, but they are not handling the situa-
tion as it would 'be handled by a tramway.
It would he a profitable line from the very
inception, and would he a -reproductive work,
so I again ask the Minister to give it due
consideration. I trust the session will bring
forth much good legislation. I -can assure
the Government that if they do put up good
legislation, I shaill be prepared to support
them to the utmost.

MR. ['ANTON (Menzies) 15.24): There
are one or two matters that have been
brought forward by mnembers of the Oppo-
sition upon which I desire to say a few
words. One of those subjects is becoming
a hardy annual. Usually the member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) brings it forward, hut
in his absence the member for Itatanning
(Mr. Thomson) has dealt with it. I refer
to the subject of apprentices. When the
member for Katanning was dealing with the
question the other evening he asserted that
he had sufficient dala to prove, to him at
any rate, that the average number of ap-
prentices to journeymen in this State was
as one to three.

Mr. Thomson: That was supplied by the
Registrar General.
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Mr. PAINTON: I do not know how the
hon. member -worked out his percentages.
By interjection I asked him how he had
obtained that quota, but he did Dot answepr
me. For miany years past I have taken a
great deal of interest in the apprenticeship
system. It is a recognised fact that, through
the Arbitration Court, our apprenticeship
system is the best in Australia,

'Mr. Thomson: That is not very creditable
to Australia.

Mr. PANTON: Evidently we have the
best of a poor lot. The fact remains that
for many years past, the trades union move-
mnent in Western Australia has insisted upon
obtaining as good a system as possible. ThL
Arbitration Court, especially Mr. Somer-
ville, has spent a lot of time in framing a
systemn that is as nearly perfect as may be
hoped for. When, the other night, the boil.
member said the actual percentage -was as
one to three, I did not know how he arrived
at it, for it is nothing like that. There are
very few unions to which the Arbitration
Court has granted a proportion of one
apprentice to three journeymen. In al-
most every award the proportion is one to
two, or to three, or to four, or any fraction
thereof. When I asked the hon. member
had be taken the fractions into considera-
tion, evidently he thought it was not worth
bothering about. But in Western Australia
it has to be bothered about. For in Western
Australia our factories are on a fairly small
scale, and provided the employer is himself
a journeyman, he has no need to employ
a journeyman in order to get an-
apprentice. I have heard members com-
plain that it is impossible to get
an apprentice if the employer employs no
journeyman. But if the employer is him-
self a journeyman, he can get an appren-
tice. Of eourse it is of no use taking a
lad if the employer employs no journey-
men and is not himself a journeyman, for
then the lad could not be taught. But
under the fraction system, if the employer
is a journeyman he can take an appren-
tice.

Mir. Thomson: There are scores of places
where the average is only one apprentice to
three journeymen.

Mr. PANTON: That is so. There is in
Western Australia scarcely a factory em-
ploying the full quota, of apprentices al-
lowed by the Arbitration Court. They are
not wanted in the factory, for there is not
the work for them to do.

Mr. Thomson-. That is why we have so
inany unskilled labourers.

'Mr. PANTON: Of the 12,000 migrants
coming to the State every yea;, I suppose
80 per cent. are unskilled. That is where
quite a number of the unskilled men are
coming froni.

Mr. Thomson: But we should give facili-
ties for the training of mett-

Mr, PANTON: The facilities are there,
furniphed by the Arbitration Court and
the unions. Who are going to be the ap-
prentices of the future? Will they be the
sons of men with plenty of capital? I
venture to say that between 95 and 98 per
cent, of the local apprentices are the sons
of tradesmen.

Mr. Thomson:- That is the tragedy of it.

Mr. PAN TON: The bon. member wants
the House to believe that a man and a
tradesman is going to prevent his boy from.
learning the trade that lie himself has fol-
lowed.

Mr. Thomson: In effect, that is what it
meAns.

Mr. PANTON: The lion, member repeats
that statement until he almost believes it,
but it is not the position. The hion. member
the other day quoted certain trades in which
the apprentices, be said, were not su~tlicient.
He quoted only seven. He took brick-
making first as that which had the largest
proportion of journeymen to apprentices.

Mr. Thomson: I took the trades in their
ordinary rotation-

Mr. PANT ON: I would point out that
"Ba" comes before "Br," and that there-
fore baking comes in front of hrickmnking-
Let me deal with brickinakers first. The
hon. membher said that the proportion was
one apprentice to four journeymen. How
miany apprentices woujd it be necessary
to apprentice to the brickmaking trade?
'Would a boy want much time in which
lo learn how to dig clay, or wheel
a harrow along a plank? There are
one or two moulders employed in
association with a kiln, and each wants

r -ood hefty boy. If a hoy has the necs-
sary muscle and a good back he will soon
he able to make bricks. The bon. member
then refparred to hootinaking, and said the
proportion was one to three or a fraction
thereof. The repairers In that influitry
have a proportion of one to one. Outside
of repairing, bootmaking in Western Aus-
tralia consists chiefly of machine-made

.125
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boots. Unless it be in the case of sonic old
bootmaker, it is very difficult to get a pair
of boots made by hand. Fully 80 per cent.
of the eniployees in the bootmakiug fac-
tories here are females. In every factory,
one sees long lines of girls at the machines.
Most of the men are also machinists.

Mr. Thomson: Why the necessity for
having apprentices if anyone can do the
worki

Mr PANTOX: I made that remark in
relatior. to briek-niaking. The proportion
in bootruaking is one to three, according
to die hon. member, whereas betwen 80 and
85 per cent, of the employees are females,
and the proportion of female apprentices
is three juniors to one senior. In the ease
of boilermakers, the proportion is ow, ap'-
prentice to twoe journeymen, or fraction
thereof. InI how many boiler factories in
Western Australia would one find that the
actual figures were not one to one? In the
carpentering trade the proportion is one to
two. In the metropolitan area the numbier
of apprentices i~s 146. With regard to the
clothing trade, the hon. member Said, there
were three miale apjprntiees to one jeer-
neyinn. He remarked that this was a
small industry. It is so "smiall" that there
are 276 apprentices engaged in the metro-
politan area. He passes this over because
the prolportion is three junior males to one
senior.

Mr. Thomson: I am sorry I did not quote
the full list.

11r. PANTON: I ale sorry too, because the
further the hon. imemnber had gone the more
would my argument have been strengthened.
He said the proportion in the butcherin4
trade was one to four. I do not know
where he got that information. The actual
proportion is one to one up to four jour-
neynmen. Perhaps he did not notice the
words "up to" arid read the sentence as
one 'to four. In this State the proportion
is one apprentice to one journeyman up
to four journeyman. In the case of the
engineers, the proportion is one to three
or fraction thereof, and 160 or more appren-
tices are engaged in tie trade.

'Mr. Thomson: How many engineers are
engaged?

Mr. PANTON: Very nearly 500 engineers
are engaged in this State, I am positive
that there is hardly one engineering shop
in Western Australia that has its full corn-

plemient of apprentices, as provided by the
Arbitration Court.

Hon. G. Taylor: It IS the only one that
has the full complement, did you say?

Mr. PANTON: I say there would not be
anything like the full comaplenient in
that trade. In the clothing trade, although
there are 276 apprentices engaged, there is
moom for scores of others, but the factories
will not take them. These are the only
trades mentioned by the bon. member. Theme
are in all 31 trades which have apprentices
as provided by the Arbitration Court. The
hon.. member said he had proved his argu-
mient by quoting only seven trades, but, as
I have shown, he was very much astray.

Mr. Thomson: You have not convinced
inc that I am wrong.

Mr. PANT0ON: I am not endeavouring to
convince the hon. member; it would be im-
possible to do so. I am endeavouring to get
into "Hansard" a reply to his statement,
which would make it appear that trades
uons were doing something that was wrong

in this regard.
'Mr. Thomson: I repeat what I have said.
Mr. PANTON: Hut repetition will not

alter the facti. The hon. member referred to
only seven trades out of 31. The complete
list is as follows :-Baking, boiler-making,
book-binding, boot-making, butchering,
slaughteringI carpentering, clothing, coach
building, engineering, electrical fitting, ee-

trpaig, funtrhi-dressing, jewellery,

letter press machining, lithography, mould-
ing, optical, painting, paper-ruling, pastry-
cooking, plumibing, printing, saddlery, and
leather working trades, tailoring, timber ma-
chining. shipwrighting, and typographical.
The rest of the trades are wVorking under what
is known as the junior system. In this State
that system in very fewv cases is awarded by
the Arbitration Court. Almost without ex-
ception, where junior workers are engaged
on the proportional basis, this has been ac-
companied by an agreement between the em-
ploy' er and the union made around the table.
One would think, if there was any great neces-
sity or desire on the part of the employer
to get a greater percentage of junior workers
to senior's it would be at a round-table dis-
cussion that he would put forward his argii-
ments. If employers were very anxious to
obtain junior workers, they would go to the
Arbitration Court, and get a lower rate pro-
vided than now exists. The Shop Assistants
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Union comprise the largest section of the
community, covering junior labour. The pro-
portion there is one to one. In the ease of
females, there are five juniors to every four
seniors. The same thing applies to clerical
workers. So it is all round the place where
junior workers are engaged. One of the big-
gest industries in the State is that connected
with farming.

Mfr. Lindsay: We agree with you there.
Mr. PANT ON: So far as I know, there

is nothing in any Arbitration Court award
to prevent farmers from training as many
apprentices as they like.

Mir. Lindsay: Thank God for that.
Mr. PAIRTON: That is something we have

got. I venture to think they do not work out
in the proportion of one apprentice farmer
to six journeymen farmer.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing like it.
M1r. PANTON: And we do not get any

"thank God."
Tine Mfinister for Mines: It is more like

one to twenty.
Mr. PANTON: If members on the erose,

benches are so perturbed about the necessity
for training our boys, surely they could not
he training them for a better pursuit than
that associated with the tilting of the soil.

Mr. Thomson: We are training them. For-
tunately the court does not deal with thoset
apprentices, otherwise wve would have the
same 'restrictions.

Mr. PANTON: For every British or Aus4-
tralian boy who is working on a farm, I
venture to say that five Jugo-Slavs or ItalianS
are employed.

Mr. Thomson: That is not correct.
Mr. PANT ON: Before the hon. member

complains about trade unions preventing
boys from being apprenticed to trades in the
metropolitan area, he should start out with
his own district. Any disabilities from which
boys are suffering as regards apprentice-
.ship, can be laid at the door of the boa.
member and of his friends in another plac.
The other night the member for Katannint
replied to an interjection from the member
for Albany. T do not know whether he in-
tended that to to into "Hansard." The
member for Albany said, "9Do you sue.
cest that we instructed the Arbitration
Court?" The member for Katanning
replied. "I do suggest that, in the
interests of the hors. and girls of Western

Australia.' The hon. member says wve in-
structed the Arbitration Court.

Mr, Thomson: Hear, bear!
Th'r. lPANTONY: This House instructed

the Arbitration Court in 192.5, We went
out olf our way to instruct the court what
to do wvith regard to apprentices, and in-
tcrtedl Subsection 4 into Section 55 of the
Industrial Arbitration Act.

Mr. Lindsay: Which Government in-
structed the court?

M1r. PANTON: This Parliament did. If
the lion, member likes wve wvill say this
Government introduced the subsection, aind
this House passed it. IL. reads as follow-

Any employer who, when required by the Court
or by the Apprenticeship Board in the case of
apprentices in the building grade, to enter into en
agreement of apprenticeship, neglects or refuses.
to do so without reasonable cause, shall be gumilty
of an offence; penalty, £50.

this House left it to the Arbitration Court
to frame regulations to put the subsection
into effect.

MUr. Thomson: Who asked that the num-
ber of apprentices should be restricted, the
employers or the employees?

11r. P AINTON: Both sides. ft all de-
pends upon who les the claim.

Mr., Thomson: T think so-
All. PANT ON: That is what this House

decided upon. So far as 1 know, there was
no argument against it. Everyone was
agreed that the Arbitration Court was the
proper place to interpret the apprenticeship
clauses. The court framed a certain regula-
tion. This is what it said-

Where in any case the court is of opinion that the
number of apprentices being trained in any trade,
industry, craft, occupation or calling is insufficient
to meet the requirements of the particular trade,
industry, craft, occupation or calling in the matter
of skilled artisans, the court may make such in-
vestigation and order as it may be deemed necessary
to permit or require any employer to employ such
further number of apprentices as may be directed.
Notice of such order shall be given to the industrial
union and to the employers' association concerned.

We decided in Parliament, ;prohiably after
bearing the member for Rntanning-, the
member for Swan and one or two others as
to the necessity for making better provision
for apprentices. to pass this subsection.

M1r. Thomson: Why do the unions ask for
restrictions as to the numbers?

Mr. PANTON: T have gone to the court
and asked for a £7 a week wage, hut 1have
only received half. It is not a question of
what we ask for, but what we receive. This
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House, realising that fact, took upon itself
to pass that subsection. Under that regula-
tion they wanted to be able to go to any
engineering shop or factory and say, "You
have not a sufficient number of apprentices,
you must take Inure." Wh at happened to
that regulation? As hon. members know,
regulations have to be laid on the Tables of
both Houses. Evidently hon. members in
this H-ouse were satisfied with the reg-u~-
tion, but when it went to another place a
motion was submitted for its disallowance
and it was carried by .14 votes to seven.

Mr. Sleeman : Who moved it?
Mr. PANTON: That would be telling

tales out of school. The fact remains that
it was disallowed and that all the Govern-
ment did, supported by this House, to in-
sist that the employers should take their fair
share of apprentices, our friends at the other
end took fine care to see it was not brought
into effect.

Hon. G. Taylor-: Do you think that the
regulation wvould have worked well?

Mr. PANTON: There is no doubt about
it. W"hat was in the mind of the Minister
for Labour wihen he had that clause inserted
in the Bill relating to the building trades?
So far as I know-I may be wrong-thero
are only two registered apprentices in the
building trade outside carpentering and
bricklaying. Thme contractor who bul th

post office employs two, whilst no other has
any apprentices because the contracts are
not big enough to permit of apprentices
being taken on, the view being held that
when a contract is finished the apprentices
would be on the employer's bands.

Mr. Thomson: Why don't you have the
improver system?

Mr. PANTON: Bricklayers themselves
have taken apprentices arid taught them.
What the Minister for Labour had in mind
was the establishment of a building trades
board under which apprentices could be
transferred from one contract to another.
But that regulation was disallowed and the
trades unions took up the matter and re-
cently got that board going. The result will
be that more apprentices will be employed
than has been the case in the past. In my
opinion the bigger the State grows the fewer
apprentices will he trained. Time after time
we have heard in this House and outside
also of the necessity that exists for organ-
ising industry as it is organised. in America.
We have been told that if we are to compete
with outside industry, v that will have to be
done, and that when it is done there will be

no need for training apprentices to any
large extent. When industry is organised to
the efficiency that exists in America, it will
only he a question of a man putting in i
No. 6 or a No. 8 bolt, and there will be no
need for men to be taught how to do that.
So that, as I have said, as Western Australia
grows, there will be less need for appren-
tices. The member for Katanning, when
speaking the other night, talked about a
young fellow who got in four years of his
trade. But I would ask him how many are
there who are taught a trade to-dayl In
bootinaking a young man ihay he put on to
a particular machine and there he stays. No
man learns to make a complete suit of
clothes. It is no use apprenticing a boy in
the hope of making him nn all-round trades-
man as the member for Katanning would
like him to be.

Mr. Thomson: How does lie become con-
netted with those trades?

Mr. PANTON: How does he become con-
nected with them to-day? The member for
Subiaco (Mr. Richardson) preached the gos-
pel of more secondary industries. That is
the on'y hope we have. I am trying to
point out that training will not necessarily
be as it was in the years that have gone.
The member for Pingelly (-Mr. Brown) the
other evening contended that if it had not
been for the basic wage, farmers would be
employing more men than they employ nt
the present time. Like the member for
Katanning , however, the nmember for Pin-
gelly was not able to reply to ay inter-
jections that were mode while he was speak-
ing. I have yet to learn what the basic
wage has to do with the employment of
farm hands. I think I have been a fairly
close student of the cases that have been
before the Arbitration Court in this
State and elsewhere, and I have yet to learn
that the basic wage applies to farm hands.

Mr. Brown: Wages are double to-day
what they were two years ago.

Mr. PANTON: I believe that. Men wvere
getting 8s. a day a few years ago and to-day
they are receiving 17s . 6id., but the hion.
member is trying to tell the House, and hd
has also said this on the platform outside
where there were no Labour speakers to
contradict him, that Labour was respon-
sible for the application of the basic wage
to farm hands. I went to a district in
this State and I came across a farmer who
said that some union in the Eastern States
was endeavouring to secure £6 a week for
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farm bands and that this would be applied
generally if Labour were returned to
power. It had nothing whatever to do
with this State, and the member for Pin-
gelly should know there is no association
between the Federal award and a State
award, that the State award can be made
a common rule and not so with the Federal
award.

Mr. Thomson: You are not suggesting
people are working for lower wages here
than in the Eastern StatesV

Mr. PANTON: The hion. member can
bet his bottom dollar that if £6 is being
paid in the Eastern States it will also be
paid here. Ani application was put in.

Mr. Thomson: It was made to the Fed-
eral Court.

Mx. Brown: What about chaff-cutters?
Mr. PANT ON: There is an agreement

with the shearer;, but that agreement does
not cover a general farm hand.

Mr. Thomson: It goes mighty close to
it.

Afr. PANT ON: As a matter of fact the
Federal Court, when granting an award in
connection with the shearing industry, re-
fused an award for shed hands in this
State, and if the hon. member has any
sheep to shear he will know that.

Mr. Lindsay: We had to find the money
to fight the case.

Mr. PANTON: I suppose that the hion.
member also had to find money to fight the
Commissioner of Taxation. However, I
Lope the member for Fingelly is now sat-
isfied that the basic wage in this State does
not apply to the farming industry. But
there is no reason why it should not do
so, and I hope the time wvill arrive when
farm hands will organise amiongst them-
selves in the hope of bringing it about.

Mr. Thomson: Let us hope that the price
of wheat will rise in the meantime.

Mr. PANT ON: Another question that I
wish briefly to deal with, and in this State
we get it in Parliament and on the public
platform, is the reference to continual in-
dustrial. turmoil, that we are for ever with-
out it.

Mr. Thomson: You wrant to travel to
ind out all about that.

Mr. PANTON: I do not doubt that for
a moment when people like the hion. mem-
ber get up on platforms and make the
statements that we often read in the news-
papersz; that Australia is run by a set of

communists and that we are never free
from industrial trouble. Such statements
find their way to the Old Country and to
various parts of the world, and, made as
they are by responsible citizens from the
public platform, some credence is placed
on them.

Mir. Thomson: What about the coal in-
dustry to-day; read the article in this
miorning's paper.

Mr. FANTON: I read not only the
articles in the newspapers, but I also -read
the statistics of Australia and those of
other countries. The hion. member should
also read the statistics of other countries
before he discredits Australia in the eyes
of the world. We can agree that Austra-
hia is about the best industrially organised
country in the world. There is a greater
percentage of workers in the trade unions
of Australia than in any other part of the
world, that is, on a population basis. I
suppose we shall be told a great dea more
about our supposed industrial troubles,
right up to the 17th November, when the
elections will take place, and wve shall
probably also learn that Australia, on ac-
count of strikes, lost more working days
than any other country and that unless a
party other than Labour is returned, the
position will remain the same. For the
information of the hion. member, I would
like to quote some figures for the years
1920 to 1926 showing the working days
lost on account of strikes in England and
in Australia. These are the figures-

Great Britain. Australiar
1920 .............. 20,570,000 1,872,065
1921 ............. 85,870,000 950,617
1922 .............. 10950,000 858.085
1923 ......... 10,670,000 1, 145,977
1924 ......... 8,420,000 918,641
1925 .............. 7,962,000 1,128,006
1926...........162,223,000 1,310,260

The grand total of the figures is-Great
Britain 321,565,000 and Australia 8,190,821.
Those are the figures over aL period of
seven years. and they show that Great
Britain, possessing seven times the popu-
lation of Australia, lost working days
totalling forty times the number of those
lost in Australia.

Mr. Thomson: That does not say it is
right all the same.

Mr. PANT ON: We never find the states-
mnen of Great Britain cabling out to Aus-
tralia such figures as T have before me;
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they are obtainable only in the pamphlets
and books issued by the statisticians, and are
not broadcast throughout the world. In
such places where we are led to believe
everybody happy and contented,' it is diffi-
cult to find out what is taking place, but I
was successful in obtaining figures for six
months of the year 1927.

-1.r. Teesdale: I would not quote those
figures; they are too rotten for words.

Mr. PANT ON: Still, they give some idea
of what is happening there. The total
number of working days lost during the six
months was 25,000,000.

The Premier: There is no country in the
world that is condemned by its own people
as Australia is.

Mr. PAXNTON:\' That is so. Germany,
with ten times our population, lost
183,230,000 day;, or, taking the proportion
of population, the loss of working days
there was over twenty times that of Aus-
tralia.

Mir. Lindsay: You must be quoting the
unemployed figures.

Mr. PAXTON: Germany is the country
that glohe-trotter-, hold up to us as an
object-lesson, whose people are working so
hard to capture our industries. France,
Italy, Norway and Sweden are all wefll
ahead of Australia in the proportion of
lost working days. I claim that such facto
should be taken into consideration. Yet we
find members of Parliament and men hold-
ing responsible positions taking the plat-
form and making disastrous statements that
are cabled all over the world, when, all said
and done, the loss of work in Australia is
infinitesimal alongside the loss in other
countries.

Mr. Lindsay: A great proportion of our
population is engaged in primary prodnc-
tion and cannot afford to go on strike.

31r. PANTON: Of course the people in
Canada and Germany do not grow anything!
We are the only primary-producing country
in the world! If the whole of our wheat
production were put alongside that of the
rest of the world, it would be difficult to
find it. I admit that no country can afford
to lose so many working days. I am not
contending that it can. What I am contend-
ing is that any person holding any position
in Australia should -not condemn this coun-
try as is being done at present. The pri-
mary producer depends upon the money ob-
tained from Great Britain and other coun-
tries for his products. We rely upon Great
Britain for financial assistance, and yet we

have responsible men sending to Great
Britain cablegrams referring to the disas-
trous results from lost 'working days.

The Premier: Did not they advertise the
droughts, too!7

Mr. PANTON: Yes, If they are going
to advertise Australia, let them advertise
the truth, If they tell the truth, they will.-
say that the working man of Australia doasq
as much as the working man in any other
part of the world, and in some instances
miore, and he strikes only when it is neces-
sary to s.trike.

'Mr. Thomson: That is why we have had
so many shipping strikes.

Mr. PANT ON: For every shipping strike
there has been in Australia, there have beeni
a dozen in other parts of the world. The
biggest strike we aver had originated out-
side Australia, and the man who caused it
is now in the arms of the very people of
whom I am complaining, travelling in a
first-class carriage and lecturing about the
dreadful trade unions and communism. The
man who, a. little more than 12 months ago
they would have deported, is now enjoying
their champagne and roast fowl. Next time
he takes the platfo-rm I suppose he, too,
w'ill be defaming Australia,

lon. G. Taylor: I thought he was lectur-
ing under the auspices of the Trades Hall
council.

Mr. PANTON: The hon. member thinks
a lot of peculiar things; it seems possible
for him to think anything. I hope that dur-
ing the next few months the people to whom-
I have referred will think more of Anms-
tralia and less of party politics. If they
do so, it will be realised that there is no-
thing in Australia's future of which to be
afraid.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) (6.5]: The
few remarks that I have to offer on the
Add ress-in -reply, I regret to say, will be
somewhat similar to my speeches on similar
occasions during the last four years. It is
niecessary to put forward the best case for
one's own district, Particularly when it is
situated outside the metropolitan area.
fluring the course of the debate so far I
have been impressed with the fact that we
mnust have a really wonderful Government,
because most of the remarkis from the Op-
position hnvc- been of a complimentary kind.
Those remarks that havec not been compli-
mentary, hut have taken the form of criti-
cism of the Government's administration,
have, in my opinion, failed miserably. If
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the apposition offered to the Government
during the last four years may be taken as
a critrion of what the Government have
failed to do, one (-anl only conclude that the
Government hare administered the Stte
,wisely and well.

Mr. Lindsay: We have not tried yet.
iMr. WITHFERS: When the two parties

oinpo-;ite, almost equal in number to the
Government supporters, fail to advance
better arguments than have been offered
dining the last four years, the Labour 1'arty
must have acquitted themselves indeed wvell

The Minister for Mines: rfhere is a third
party over there.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, but I amn limiting
my reference to two parties. I rep resent a
district that has a general grouch. As one
reads the Governor's Speech year after year,
lie ses embodied in it proposals. for exten-
sions and improvements to the harbours at
fieralilton, Freinantle and Bunbury. That,
however, is an old catch-cry, as my tale of
woe hlas shown during- the last four yearsj.
I am sorry to have to admit that on this
occasion I am not much "forrader" than I
was when I first spoke on the su4,iect o)f the
Bunburyv harbour. Still, i'ke 1he member
for Avon, if I gA- c;- repeating mny requests,
I may eventually be successful. flo mem-
hers realise the important Position that Bun-
bury' oci npies? T t stands Fourth in the list
of exportinZ ports in the Commonwealth.

Mfr. Brown: Arc you sure of that',
'Mr. WITHERS: Yes. It was third prior

to the I-r, hut to-day it ranks fourth. Once
it gets, its just does, in time matter of natural
tr-ade-, it should ag&ain occupy third place.
Members who claim to represent the prim-
ary produiei-s are adroeatine the construc-
tion of railways to the port of Fremantle,
tile port at which wheat -was growing
whkker-s because it could not be handled,
instead of assistinmr the out-no-ts to czet their
na-tural trade. As an instance T rniiht quote
the Brook-on-Dale River railway, on -which
subject the Premier received a deputation
last week. Some memibers seem only too,
anxious that wheat sh~ould be hauled to the
chief seaport instead of allowing it to be
exported throuwh Bunbury and Albany,
which are entitled to the trade.

1Evx. Brown: Fremantle is the natural
port for the Dole country.

'Mr. WITHERS: How such members can
call themseleves represecntatives; of the prim-
-iry pi-oducees when they advocate railways
that will lead to further centralisation, I
cannot understand. At the chief seaport the

grain does not get the despatchi it would
receive if it were sent to its geographical
port. The people of Btiobury are not satis-
tied with the treatment they have received
at the hands of the Government. I have a
report by the Engineer-in-Chief issued in
February, 1927, giving the latest informna-
tion regarding the Bunbory harbour inves-
tigations. It begins-

Investigations into tidal and current conditions
in Kooman Bay (Bunbury) and also a hydro-
graphic survey of the harbour were carried out
from July to Novcmbcr last.

That was IS mionths ago and still we are no
fur ther ahead. We were informed that
whlen the ,rhino for the Fremntle harbour
hadt been finlalis;ed, the port of liunbury
would be given consideratwivi.

l1on. IV. J. George: Why shiould Bun-
bury wvait?

Mr. WITHlERS: Perhaps; it has got into
the habit of aiting-, which is a had thing
for the community of any town. According
to this, report, when the Fremantle harbour
was finalised. thi Ba~nbury harbour would
rez-eive eonsirk rat;on.

Mfr. Sleeinn: Fremnjatle has not been
fial i-ed.

Mr. WITHERS: To a certain extent it
has been, but apparently) the Engineer-in-
Chief is not sulpremec.

-%r. Thomson : lie seems to b-.
Mr. WITHERS: I say he is notsurm

because, though lie concecntrated on the Fre-
mantle harbour, immediately lie put forward
a -,cenie, objections were raised to it. The
maemkber for Katanning1 (M.%r. Thomson)
asked a series of questions as to the outer
hai-boor and the damae done to the wharf
of the inner harbour. The Engineer-in-
Chief an expert of wvide experience and with
aLl] the data at his disposial. came to a defi-
nite oonlmision for the development of the
Fremantle harbour, and yet considerable
opposition is; offered to lii-- proposal. I
wishi the Engineer-in-ChieF would bring
down a concrete proposal for the Burihury
harbour whereby we could eliminate the
treble handlinir nec-essitated hr the present
arrangement. If that were done, I am satis-
fled that the Bunbury Harbour Hoard would
be prepared to put into operation the hulk-
handling scemne that the! member for Tood-
Tay ('Mr. Lindsay) is advotcating.

Mr. Thomson: You agree with him on
that?

Ifr. WTITERS: Yes, we have a good
deal in conmmon. Thinbury is labouring
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under considerable disadvantages iii the
matter of harbour facilities. There is a
certain amount of died accommodation for
grain, but it is quite inadequate to meet
requirements. It is possible to stack under
cover the equivalent of practically one ship-
load of wheat. If sufficient ivbeat does not
arrive day by day for direct loading into
ships, it is necessary to use wvheat out of the
stack, so that large quantities often have to
be dragged a considerable distance to the
ship's side at the expense of treble hiandling.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WITHERS: I wish to call attention
to the lack of facilities at Bunbury. The
Bunbury Harbour Board have sheds of a
capacity of .50,000 bags of wheat, and the
sheds owned by the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
can accommodate 130,000 bags, equivalent to
a total of about 6,600 tons, which is hardly
sufficient to load one steamer. Nevertheless,
this year Bunbury has put up a record in
wheat loading. Up to the end of the financial
year the port shipped 79,340 tons of wheat
as against 58,071 tons last year. Since the
return was made up, the total for the current
shipping season has been increased by a
further 15,000 tons. We appreciate the
notion of the Government, and of the Min-
ister for Railways in particular, in en.
deavouri ng to get wheat shipped at the near -
est port; but still Bunbury suffers under a
handicap. The railway rate book, which has
been in operation for a considerable number
of years, was absolutely just when it was
drafted; and even to-day it is just for the
particular areas to which it applies. Rail-
age for the first hundred miles works out at
a certain amount, and after that there is a
rebate for every additional hundred miles to
the port. That position is absolutely fair to
the grower further back. The man furthest
from the port should receive encouragement
in the form of a rebate. The arrangement
is good for people growing wheat in the
south for shipment at Fremantle, or in the
north for shipment at Geraldton. As regards
the South-West, however, the Narrogin and
Kondinin areas are much closer to Bunhury
than to Fremantle; and Bunu~ry, though
within the 100-mile radius, does not obtain
the concession. If shipment is made to Fre-
mantle, the concession on the second hundred
miles and so on is secured. The rate book
should be altered so as to include Bunbury
in the scope of the concession. Any port
having a claim on wheat grown in a particu-

lar area should receive the same concession.
I believe that under such an arrangement
shipping costs at Bunbury could be reduced
below the present shipping costs at Fre-
mantle. However, whilst the rebate is
granted only to the port of Fremantle, the
southern farmer or producer may find it
advantageous to send his products to that
port rather than to Hunbury. For the first
hundred miles the rate is 11s, per ton, and
thence onward there is a reduction for every
succeeding hundred miles. Bunbury suffers
from the present arrangement, as, but for
my unwillingness to weary the House, I
would prove by a multitude of figures.
Moreover, figures may not amount to much
in the minds of some miemhers. The repre-
sentative of a country district, when speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply, does so for the
special purpose of informing Ministers of
the requirements of his district, So that
preparation may be made for them on the
Estimates. I could go on, like Tennyson's
brook, for ever, quoting figures; however, I
hope the Minister for Railways will take
notice of what I have said. I am not here
to get on my feet for publicity purposes, but,
like other members, to see that my district
receives justice. At presenit I feel that my
district does not get fair treatment. All of
us realise that the Treasury coffers are not
overflowing, but wve do not wish to be over-
looked when the contents are distributed. I
have previously claimed here on behalf of
the South-West that it is a highly productive
area. One of the principal difficulties in the
way of the south-western producer has been
the lack of facilities at Bunhury harbour.
The port has much to look to from the
development of its hinterland and the ex-
pansion of wvheat-growing. The timber trade
has fallen off slightly, but notwithstanding
that fact Bunbury has claims for extensive
improvements to its harbour. Since the in-
ception of the harbour board fair progress
has been made as to shipment and storage of
kerosene and petrol. In 1013 the rental from
oil stores in Bunbury amounted to £50. The
Bunbui-y Harbour Board have since provided
facilities for people desirous of storing oil
and kerosene, with the result that the present
storage capacity of 75,000 cases, apart from
bulk handling, returned to the board a rental
of £700, which compares with the paltry re-
turn of £-50 in 191:3. If the Bunbury Har-
hour Board can provide facilities for people
anxious to develop business at the port.
surely the Government can do the same. A
service must he created before people can be
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expected to make use of it. If a service is
created, someone will be found willing to
avail himself of it The cause of improve-
ment of the Bunbury harbour would be
greatly advanced if the Government would
give me hut one ear. I have been here for
years trying to get the two ears of the Gov-
erment. I say now that if they will only
lend me one for a while and sit up and take
notice, I will show them how they can in-
crease the advantages of the port of Bunbury
without causing any loss. It can be done by
a slight alteration of the railway system.
Between Collie and Wellington Mills there
is a wonderful belt of agricultural country.
At present congestion exists at Brunswick
Junction owing to the wheat that comes
fronm the Great Southern district, This wheat
becomes mixed with the Perth down traffic.
Moreover, wheat has been designated as for
shipment at Bunbury when application for
the necessary trucks was made in the Bun-
bury zone. The trucks have becin supplied
on the express understanding that they
would comne to J3unbury. However, when
the laded trucks reached Brunswick Junc-
tion, it was possible by payment of a
slight charge for the alteration, to divert
them from Bunbury to Fremantle. If the
suggested line from Collie through Welling-
ton Mills to Bunhury were constructed, it
-would relieve all that congestion, and it
would also mean that wheat consigned to
Bunbury would have to be diverted from
port to port in order to be shipped at Pre-
mantle. Further, there would he the great
advantage of opening up a large belt of
'wonderful. agricultural land. I am prepared
to take any Minister or any member of Par-
liament into the Ferguson Valley and up the
hills there and show him country fit for
settlement. That land is held to-day by
settlers who had grandchildren before the
Yarramony district was known. There has
been a clamour for the Yarramony railway
extending over 20 years, and I consider my-
self right in clamouring for a railway from
Collie to Wellington Mills. Some of the
settlers along the route of the suggested line
have been there almost since the foundation
of Western Australia. I will not say they
find themselves at the mercy of Millars' Co.,
bit I will say that the railway from Dar-
danup to Wellington 'Mills, built 30 odd
years ago, now offers only an obsolete ser-
vice. The farmers were so anxious to obtain
railway communication that they actually
gave Mfillars' Co. the necessary land as far
as flardanup station. To-day the farmers

find themselves up against the proposition
that the railway retains only one locomotive.
On certain days of the week that loco-
motive has to rum into the bush for
logs. On other days it brings the
requirements of the mill and of the settlers
from flardanup. A deinurrage charge op-
erated on that line for a considerable per-
iod, but I am glad to say I 'was able to
put up to the Railway Department a strong
enough ease for its removal. It inflicted
hardship on the settlers, who ha to de-
posit ;C1 per truck-, and if the truck was
delayed beyond the period of '24 hours that
sun of jl was5 confiscated by the Railway
Department. That was absolutely unfair,
considering that the mill train does not re-
turn for 48 hours subsequently. The set-
tiers in that district may not be producing
sufficient to justify the maintenance of a
railway, but if the traffic. were diverted
from 1jCollie as I have suggested, there
would he more justification for it, That
we have wonderful land in the South-West
is amply demonstrated by the development
that has gone on there during the last few
years. Another railway to -which I desire
to refer is the proposed Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook line. When that railway is
constructed, it w-ill greatly assist in the de-
velopment of that part of the South-West.
Thousands of sleepers have been stacked
along the route of that line ready for the
work to be undertaken. The Grovernment
would be wvise to push on with the construc-
tion so that the railway may assist devel-
opment, and- help farmers who have been
established for 30 or 40 years on their
holdings.

Mr. Thomson: Besides that, the railway
will open up thousands of acres for culti-
vation.

MfrA WITHIERS: That is so. To-day
wool shipments from that part of the State
are going direct from Fremantle. In the
Upper Black-wood district the country is
eminently suitable for wool production.

Mr. Thomson: 'We want that line at our
end too.

Mr. WIT-HERS: I am not parochial. It
will be 80 miles from Bunbury before it
starts to go to Cranbrook. NKevertheless,
I realise what an advantage the line will
be to Bonhury and to the development of
the South-West generally. I have gone to
the trouble of getting a few figures to de-
monstrate to the H~ouse what has been done
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in that area over a short period. The
sbatistio's I will give should furnish more
pleasurable rending than the tale of woe
told to tho' House by the Mliniste& for Lands
regarding group settlements. The area I
refer to doies not represent a group settle-
ment; the figures refer t~o soldier settlers
and to old settlers in the district. These
figures deal with the Harvey area where
there is a wonderful stretch of country. It
i.6 interesting to note that we have thous-
ands, of acres of similar country.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Harvey is typi-
cal of the other districts.

Mr. WITHERS: I do not desire to en-
croach upon the province of the member
for Murray-Wellington (Hon. W. J.
George), but as the representative of Bun-
bury, the port for the hinterland, I regard
myself as the mouthpiece for the constit-
uencies of M1urray- Wellington, Forrest, Col-
lie, arnd Nelson, The figures for the Harvey
area show that for the year ended the 30th
June, 1928, the settlers produced 145,540
galflons of whole milk, of an approximate
value of £7,277; 45,379 gallons of cream,
of an approximate value of £20,000; 41,215
eases of fruit, valued at £13,800; 1,000 pigs,
valued at £3,000; and 500 tons of potatoes,
based on an average of 4 tons; to the acre
and valued at £8 per ton, giving a value of
£16,000. Then there is another item in re-
spect of which the settlers themselves4 may
not work very hard, lbnt the insects con-
cerned do, For the 12 month-; honey was
produced in the district valued at £1,500.
It will he seen that the settlers there do not
concentrate upon one particular line. In
this House we have listened to long speeches
about w"heat production alone. I represent
an area that, while not suitable for the pro-
duction. of wheat, can produce practically
everything else.

Hon. W. J. George: Bunbury lives upon
US.

i'%br. WITHERS: And I do not mind. If
this production continues, I shall he a
happy man. Sholdd that result, some of
our dreams will be realised in the near
future.

Mr. Lindsay: You had better change the
Government if you want a chance to get
all those things.

Mr. WITHERS: T am not here to praise
or to abuse Governments; I am here to get
what I can from them. On top of the items;
T hare referred to, Harvey has three nur-

series and does large business in the pro
diretion of poultry, eggs, root crops an(
so forth. Hon. members will see that at
this revenue has been derived from a sinal
area of 7,000 acres and it represents 5(
per cent. of the total revenue. WVithin Y
months, produce valued at £61,577 has beer
sent fronm the district,

Mr. Lindsay: Where did you get youi
figures?

Mr. WITHERS: They axe officiiL.
Mr. Lindsay: From where?
Mr. WITHERS: I got them from

friend who is in a position to furnish them
Hon. G. Taylor:, But they are authentic
Mr. WITHERS: Yes. He also told nif

that when the district was still more fult
developed, the returns would be doubled, HE
also -infornmed me about one or two id iv,
idual efforts that had been made by set-
tlers, the details of which I cannot remember
and also that the settlers who have beer
assisted by the Agricultural Banik ver(
paying up their interest charges.

Hon. W. J. George: They have had z
bad time.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, and they have vet')
small holdings. They do not farm thous,
acid-acre blocks; they make their money or
holdings of less than 100 acres.

Hon. W, J. George: Some of theni have
ten acres or 120 acres.

Mr. WITHERS: That is so. It sitnpl)y
demonstrates that in the South-West broad
acres are not necessary. What are wanted
are broad backs and good land, and by conl-
centrating on the development of small
areas only are such -returns possible.

Hon. W. J, Geor ge: That i ; what irriga-
tion has done for them.

Mr. WITHERS:, Yes, constructed by a
Labour Government.

lion. G. Taylor: You need not hanve added
that!

Mr'. WITHERS: On top of that., we
have initerestingr history regarding the
Bunbury butter factory and lie South-
West Dairy Products co-operative concern.
Last year i dealt extensively with the butte-.
factory's balance sheet, but I do not desire
to do so again, because repetition is not
always interesting. The figures show the
increased production that has been regis-
tered and they are indeed grfatifying. In-
stead of going through the balance sheet
as a whole, I have secured a few figures that
will serve to show the development that has
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taken place. When speaking on the Esti-
mates 12 months ago, I suggested to the
Government that they would be wise to con-
sider the offer of the South-West Dairy
Products, Limited, for the purchase of the
Busselton butter factory, as it was not then
functioning as it should in the interests of
the people concerned. Since then the comn-
pany has taken over the factory, and the
wonderful progress that has followed has
been due to a great extent to the fact that
the group settlements in the Busselton dis-
trict have gone ahead considerably, and that
many cans of cream have been diverted from
the Bunbury butter factory to the Busselton
factory. Formerly cream from Nannup wag
sent through Wonnerup, six miles from B3us-
seiton, to Bunbury7. Now that the one co-
operative concern controls the two factories,
the cream from Nannup has been diverted to
Busselton where they are makinig butter
equal to that produced at Bunbury.

Mr. Thomson: The factory was not a suc-
cess when it was, run by the Government.

Mr. WITHERS: The machinery 'was ob-
solete and it -was not functioning properly
to serve the progress of the district. I have
some figures that show the progress of the
Bunbury butter factory. For the year 1922-
23, the butter manufactured totalled 554,443
lb&., end the gross turnover was £50,341 11s.
6d., while the total assets represented £14,514
16s. 9d. To take a five-year period for the
sake of comparison, 'we find that for the
-year 1927-28, the butter manufactured in-
creased from 554,443 lbs. to 1,304,736 lbs.
The gross turnover increased to £114,800
34s. 2d., whilst the total assets increased to
£C42,192 10s. 8d. These figures disclose in
the five-year period an increase of 750,293
lbs. of butter manufactured, of £64,459 2s.
8d. increased turnover, and increased assets
representing £27,677 13s. lid. That result
is largely due to the co-operation between
the farmers and the company.

31r. Teesdale: Have you the net profit?
Mr. WITHERS: The net profit for the

last financial year amounted to £10,288,
after allowing £1,304 for depreciation.

Mr. Lindsay: What Peeame of the profits!
Mir. WITHERS: After pa-ying the high-

est price for butter fats throughout Aus-
tralia, a bonus of 1d. per lb. 'was allowed to
the distributing& shareholders who supplied
the cream.

Mr. Thomson: They really derived bene-
fit from the Paterson scheme bec-ause they
bad not contributed towards it, but shiared
in the proceeds.

Mr. WITHERS: I also have the- figures
regardinag the Busselton factory for the last
half year when the company took th6
factory over from the Government. For
1926-27, for tile seven months during 'which
the Government had the factory, there
were 131,760 lbs. of butter fat. During the
seven months that the Busselton factory
has been in possession, this has increased
to 258,266 lbs., or an increase of 126,466
lbs. of butter fat. And the amount paid
during the previous seven months was
£:9,858 as against £16,946, or an increase of
£7,087. The gross turnover jumped from
£13,000 to £30,000 or an increase of
£17,000. That is what is; happening in what
some people term the sour South-West. Thisi
South-West Dairy Products Limited has bet"i

in operation for 20 years. During all that
time of struggle and strife it ha- had to go
through what other similar 611a01 industries
have experienced, as mentioned by the merit-
her for Subiaco (Mlr. Richardson) to-night.

Mr. Thomson: Of course it is a very
efficient little concern, with the right man
in the right place.

Mr. WITHERS: I admit that. Then, as
I said before, they have more than that,
for they have the hearty co-operation of
all those interested in their own concern.

Mr. Lindsay: It should be successful
after all the millions that have been spent
in the South-West.

Mr. WITHERS: No millions have been
spent in the South-West that will not be
returned to us. We have to spend mnoney in
any good mine before we can develop it.
Within the next 20 years, if we are here,
we shall realise that the money spent in
the South-West has niot been wasted.
Whattever Government may be in power,
they will have to turn their eyes to the
South-West in the near future; and if ever
any disaster should happen in this State,
the people will have to turn to the South-
'West for relief. Of course the South-West
is developing tremendously. We have now
scientific methods that we did not have in
days gone by. The old-time farmer in the
South-West was up against an immense
proposition. Artificial manures were then
unknown. With the aid of these fertil-
isers, land that was despised 15 or 20 years
ago is to-day recognised as some of the
best in the State, and as time goes ona
doubtless the South-West will be able to
do something for the rest of the State,
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which may be passing through an unpro-
pitious period. I hope members will take
this into consideration and ask themselves
where we are to turn if something serious,
such as happened in 1914, -were to happen
again. For there is nothing like being
prepared. It the South-West is given all
possible assistance just now, it will serve
as a place to turn to if anything disastrous
should happen to the remainder of the
State. Of course I hope that such a thing
never will happen. If it does not, no harm
will be done by the encouragement given
to the South-West. We have down there
a fruit-growing area equal to anything in
the State. There again we are handicapped,
inl that fruit is always shipped through the
principal port. .It is generally called the
principal port, but to me it is merely the
main port, for I regard Bunbury as the
principal port. This having to ship through
the main port means from 21/2d. to 3d. per
case extra, which is a very big item for the
fruit-grower. In addition to what we can
do with our fruit and milk, we can also
raise fat lambs of a class capable of topping
the market, as was done a few weeks ago
when our lambs realised 37s. 1d. To-day
Western Australia is a primary producing
State, and the men who cannot look to
primary production for the benefit of the
State are not looking anywhere. We must
look to primary production if we would
have our secondary industries. Primary
production is the backbone of the State
to-day and I san prepared to assist it to
the furthermost limits. But although I am
prepared to assist primary production, I
am sorry that some of those interested ia
farming pursuits and primary production
are not prepared to do the same thing
themnselves. For instance, take the dis--
closures made last week at a conference
of milk producers held in the city. We
read in the paper that surplus milk is
being poured down the drain. That milk,
instead of being wasted, should go into a
butter factory.

Mr. J, H. Smith: it is going into dried
milIk production.

Mr. WITHERS: It should go somewhere
where it will return something to the pro-
ducer. I have here the reported remarks
of one gentleman at that conference, Mfr.
3. O'Mvalley, as followvs:-

while cut-throat tactics were adopted by
retailers said 'Ar. S. O'7Malley, nobody would
do any good. A producer lived in slavery,

worked 365 days in the year, and the consume
got the benefit, He moved: ''IThat milk b
sold to the public at 9d. a quart and that Lb
producer receive Is. 71,2d. a gallon throughou
the year.''
Apparently he is a producer, and he say
the producer should get-Ta. 7 /d. per galloi
for the milk, and that the consumer shouli
pay at the rate of 9d. per quart, or 3s. pe
gallon. He claims that he slaves 365 day
in the year and therefore is entitled to hi
Is. 7 ,/2. I agree with that, but I do not a
alt agree that the distributor is entitled ti
is. 4/ 2d. for distributing the milk. Thi
sooner the milk producer up here realise
we have in the South-West excellent butte
factories, the sooner wifl he see about Lb,
establishment of a butter factory to talc
his butter fat, Co-operation will he thi
salvation of all the farmers, but before the:
can bring about co-operation they mus
learn to trust each other.

Host, G. Taylor: The capital cost of dis
tributing milk to-day is very different frost
what it was when the milkman used a horsi
an d cart.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes I know that to-da]
he finds a little miotor car more expeditious

Mir. Lindsay: Have they not got co-opera,
tion already?

Mr. WITHERS: Co-operation of a sort
But it is not sufficient to talk co-operation
to pull the wool over people's eyes and sa3
it is co-operation. To be effective it must hN
genuine co-operation. Then the producei
can say, "If there are any surplus profiti
I am not going to say that the consuminc
should have the beneft of them. We will
give the consumer a good article at a faii
price and if there are any profits they musi
go to the producer." To-day, howeve r, the3
talk about pouring milk down the -utlhf.

Mr. Thomson: It was niot the miliL pro.
dneers who said that.

Mr. WITHERS: However, it was said
These people require to wake up to theiii
own interests. I have declared that I anx
a -primary producer, at all events in prineiph
if not ia fact. Consequently I wish to men-
tion a little matter that I referred to Iasi
session, a little secondary industry that we
have in 'Bunbury, one of the only three fac-
tories of the sort in Australia. I refer te
the clothes peg factory. This Chamber may
be the place where we wash dirty linen, but
at all eventq4 we never see it hung on a line
by clothes pegs. When we consider the num-
ber of clothes pegs used throughout the
Commonwealth in a year, and the hardships
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that a smlall factory has to put up with
in establishing itself, we realise that we
should have some sympathy from the Gov-
erment in the form of a direction to all
departments using clothes pegs that they
must use the local article. That is all I am
asking.

Mr. Teesdale: It is not much to ask.

Mr. WVITHERS: It is not much, and I
think it should be granted. Those pegs
made in Bunbury are of good quality and
are selling in the Eastern States by auction.
I admit they are not realising very much,
at all events not at auction. I cannot say at
what price they are sold retail. What hap-
pens is this: there is a clothes peg factory
iii Tasmania.. The jam manufacturers of
Tasmania send about three boats per annum
direct to Western Australia with jam. They
do not have the whole of the space orc-
pied by jam, so they pack up the corners
-with clothes pegs. Those clothes pegs are
virtually dumped in Westera Australia,
being sold here at 9s 6id. and even 9s. 3d.
per case, whereas in the Eastern States they
are sold ait 11s, per case. Only yesterday or
to-daly I saw in the newspaper that Dr.
Earle Page, the Federal Treasurer, had
asked to be supplied with specific instances
of dumping.

Mr. Thomson: You. ought to send this in-
stance to the' Federal Government.

Mr. WITHERS: I think I will do so.
It is the sort of thing that hampers a small
local industry. This industry is the realisa-
tion of a young man's ambition. Leaving
this State as a boy, he learned his trade
in America. Then he served with the
Imperial army and, coming back to
Western Australia at the close of the
war, he established this factory. Only last
week I took the 'Minister for Water Supply
to this factory, and on a previous occasion
I had the pleasure of showing, the Chief
Secretary over it, and at a still earlier date,
the Premier himself. The pegs go through
12 processes and the whole of the work is
done by that boy himself. Some of the
machinery has been brought from Germany,
hut other parts have been made by the boy-
proprietor.

Mr. Teesdale: Let the Tender Board stip-
ulate that wherever pegs have to he used,
they must he Western Anstralian pegs

Mr. WITHERS: That is my object. I
hope the Government will set the example
by providing- in their tenders that the local
product must be used. While referring to

the agricultaural prospects of the South-
West, I omitted to mention that a couple
of field days are to be held duriag next
spring, one at Harvey, and the other in
the Dardanup district, It will be very
pleasing' for the South-West producers and
members of Purliam ant to see any visiting
members of Pnrliament who care to come
down there and have a look at what is being
produced.

Hon. G. Taylor: You will have to get
the House adjourned.

Mr. WITHERS: No, both field days will
be held during week-ends and so will he
convenient to all members.

M[r. 3. Hi. Smith: WeP shall have to get
decent week-ends; not like what we are
having- at present.

Mr, WITHERS: These two field days
will both he during the springtime. As
showing the interest the Commonwealth are
taking in the South-West, one institution,
the Commonwealth Bank, has bought in
Bunbury a property that will suffice them
for many years to come. This is a property
on which a hank is now being built at a cost
of £C7,500. When the Commonwealth are pre-
pared to ,come West and pick out the eyes
of the Stats whereon to establish their in-
stitutions, it shows that we are of some
importance in their minds. I trust the ex-
ample -will be foll owed by the State Gov-
ernment. In Bunbury the Government are
represented by several departments. The
State Savings Bank is paying mant,

Hon. G. Taylor: Is it highI
Mr. WITHERS : About £3 10s. The

Agricu',tural Bank is paying rent, as well
as the district inspector and the inspec-
tor of schools. The forestry inspector is
using the witnesses' room, at the courthouse,
and the Lands Department inspector is do-
ing- the same thing. The agricultural ad-
viser at Har-ey is unable to secure accom-
modation at the moment.

Mr. Teesdale: That is where the deficit
has gone.

lMr. WITHERS: I would not say that.
Mr. Teesdale: The Government are .pay-

kng rent on eight premise in Bunhury,
Mr. WITHERS: All these departments

should be housed. tinder the one roof.
The messenger who receives and delivers
the mails for the various departments is
established at the State Savings Bank and
he, too, should be under the same -roof as
the other departments. Something should



[ASSEMBLY.]

be done in ,the direction of putting up a
public building to provide for all branches
of the service that are established in Bun-
bury. A good deal has been said about
workers' borne;, and in that regard I claimi
to -have a grievance, Many people have
applied for such homes, but have been un-
able to get any satisfaction owing to the
lack of funds.

Mr. Thomson: Why do they not take ad-
vantage of the Federal housing scheme? Is
there not sufficient money there for them?

.Mr. WITHERS: That applies only to
wvar service homes. Last week a man told
me he had put in an application six months
ago for a home? He got married in the
belief that he would secure his home, but
he may not now get it until nest October.
flay after day I am witnessing applications
from people who want workers' homes.
Some of them are prepared to wait until
next year, but others want them quite soon.

Mr. Teesdale: I have -waited for many
years but have not got one yet.

Mr. WITHERS: It is a scheme worthy
of consideration. It is the only way that
some people can get a home together. They
do not feel like launching out in a home
with some private concern, whereas they
would be very anxious to have one built
under the workers' home scheme. I trust the
Government will find some means of coping
with the demand. It is a paying proposi-
tion, and it is popular with the comimunity.
The Government would be well advised to
find some more juoniey in order that they
may build workers' homes wherever those
homes are required. Allow me to compli-
ment the Government upon their recent
action.

Air. Lindsay: You have been criticisin~g
them all along.

M1r. WITHERS: I will be fair if I can.
Mr. Heron: There is evidently a sting

in the tail.
Mr. WITHERS: My district has bene-

fited by the action of the Premier in mak-
ing& money available for relief work on the
pound for pound basis. My council rushed
the offer with both hands to the extent of
£3,500. This means that it is going to
spend in the vicinity of £7,000 on work it
would otherwise have been impossible to carry
on. The local unemployed will also secure
much relief from this arrangement. I also
wish to compliment the Government upon
the facilities offered for municipal loans

from the State Savings Bank. It is difficult
for municipalities to float a loan for £10,000.
It would have to take the whole sum,
whereas it might desire to Use only half [4)
begin wvith. Under the new arrangement a
municipality can borrow £5,000, and another
4000 later from the State Savings Bank,
paying interest only on the amount actually
borrowed.

Mr. Lindsay:. What is the rate of interest?
Mr. WITHERS: I think it is 65 per cent.
Mr. Thomson : The Government are pay-

ing on!.y 3!,/2 per cent. Itris good business.
Mr. WITHERS: They must show a

p.-ofl on something. I should like to see
the Municipalities Act amended iii various
directions. The Act at present contains a
few anoma lies, bitt if the Government would
bring it clown niemljers would have an op-
portunity of framing amendments and plac-
ing them before the 'Minister in charge. By
this mneans an Art could be framed that
would be suitable to all mnunicipalitieq.

Hon. G1. Taylor: What are the glaring
anomalies 9

Mr. WITHERS: I will not enumerate
them now.

Mr. Thomson: You might get bite trouble
if you did.

Mr. WITHERS: If I mentioned plural
voting there mig-ht be roomi for argument.
I had a recent experience in connection with
time Health Act. This kind of legislation is
all right until somebody is seriously affected.
Recently a producer in my district sent sev-
eral pigs to market. When the inspector
visited the slaughter y-ard he coiidenied one
of the pigs on the ground that it had been
suffering from swine fever. The men who
had slaughtered the pig was deemed to be
the owner so far as the inspector was con-
cerned, but he was not the actual owner.
Under the Act an owner has 4R9 hour,
in which to give notice of appeal against
the decision of a health inspector. In this
case the inspector said it was a very
definite case of swine fever. He had no
doubt about it and had no occasion to
consult any other authority. He said to
the man who killed the pig, "Are
you satisfied that this is a case of swine
fever 91 The man replied, "Yes." The pig
was destroyed, and the original owner was
the loser, He lived in the country and did
not know anything about the matter or
about his right to appeal. The health in!
spector did not send in any of the viscera
to the Veterinary flepartment in Perth, but



[21 AUGUST., 1928.] 3

sent a report for the proteetion of the dis-
tricet to the effect that this was a definite case
of swine fever. The department sent a quali-
fled officer to the farmer's property and told
him it had been reported that he had swine
fever there. The farmer replied, "I believe
that is so." The inspector said, "What are
you going to doe?" The farmer said, "There
are the pigs; you can take your pick."
Naturally the inspector picked out the weedi-
est looking animal and the most unhealthy
looking one. The farmer did not know his
position and left it to the veterinary officer
to destroy the pig. This was done in such
a fashion that it was not fit for human con-
sumption, when it was found that it was not
diseased. The producer, therefore, lost his
first pig, worth about £2 10s., and lost an-
other, worth about 30s., through the action
of the Governent official. Something must
he wrong with the Act when that sort of
thing- can go on.

Hon. G-. Taylor; Something is wrong with
the administration.

Mr, WITHERS; I have been informed
that. had the farmer asked the veterinary
officer to destroy the pig in such a wvay that
the (arease could he used for human eon-
suniption. this would hare been done, but
he did not 'know he could do that.

Mr. Thomson:. Any veterinary surgeon
should have- had enough common sense to
do the right thing.

Mr. WITEWRS: The pig, was hil!ed and
cut open in a haphazard way.

Hon. G-. Taylor: It was not bled?
Mr. WITHERS: Of course it bled, but it

was so cut about that it could not be used
in the butchering trade. Something should
be done to prevent the reurrence of that
sort of thing.

Mr. A. Wanabrough:- A bit of common
senwe is wanted.

Mr. WITHERS; There is no harm in
mentioning these matters. Other mnember.
may know of similar occurrences, against
which the producers should he protected. I
do not hon-t that I went to mention main
roads to-nig~ht.

Hon. G. Taylor; A very popular topic.
Mr. WITHERS: It was a popular sub-

ject a fortnight ago.
Mr. Thomson; And it still is.
Mr. WITHERS; Criticisma was levelled

against the administration by the Main
Roads Board, and also against the confer-
ences which dealt with that administration.
I think the conference was justified in what

it said, I do not blame members of the
Main Roads Board, but I do say that there
are many complaints from the country dis-
tricts.

Mr. Lindsay: A-nd good cause for them.
Mr. WITHERS: I had the honour of in-

troducing the mnild deputation to which the
P'remier referred, whose members said so
much at the conference but so little at the
deputation. This may be due to the fact
that the member for Bunbury had no desire
to antagonise the Premier or the Minister in
regard to any case he might bring before
them. No doubt the Premier knew what was
at the backi of the minds of the deputation.
Members of it were more outspoken at the
conference than they wvere before the Pre-
inier, who had the chairman of the Main
Roads Board with him, and who said he was
rather astounded that the deputation was so
mild in the requests that wvere put forward.
It must not be fo-rgotten that it was not the
manner of speech that counted for so much,
but the nature of l1h representation in that
deputation. Praclically all the road boards
in the South-West ware represented, as weill
as three or four members interested in that
part of the State. It was not necessary to
say very much to prove that there was some
discontent and that something was wrong.

Mr. Thomson;- If everything had been in
order, there would have been no deputation.

Mr. WITHERS: Exactly. On top of
that, there was the conference of road
boards which endeavoured to show the Gov-
emninent, and those who were administering
the Main Roads Hoard business, that there
was something wrong somewhere. I am not
going to condemn the engineers, or the
Government, or the Act, but I do contend
that there is something wrong, and I hope
and truist that all those responsible, from
the Federal Government down to thel Main
Roads Board, will realise that satisfaction
has not been given to the local bodies, and
that something must be done so that
within the next 12 months we may see an
improvement. I am not casting a reflec-
tion on anybody, because I realise that
everything must have a beginning.

MALr. Thomson. Even an expensive be-
ginning.

Mr. WITHERS: Surely the Government
must appreciate that the local bodies
should be given a rester share in the
work of road construction.

Mr. Thomson; That is the spirit that
ouight to be accepted.
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Mr. WITHERS: From the experience
I have had in my district, the Government
would be wise to introduce legislation on
lines calculated to meet the wishes of the
conference. Another matter to which I
wvish to refer is the subject of workers'
compensation. We pride ourselves on hav-
ing one of the best compensation Acts in
existence, but it has faults, just as has any
other Act of Parliament. There is one
particular fault which I wish to speak
about, and it applies to payment for the
loss of a member-a finger, an eye, etc.
I know of a ease recently where a man lost
a little finger, and the compensation worked
out at £C112 10s. Six weeks of ter the loss
of his finger that man should have been
at work again, but by reason of the fact
that the doctor who was attending him
was receiving a weekly income from the
case, the unfortunate individual continued
to receive attention anid was not permitted
to go back to work until almost the whole
of the amount of the compensation had
been absorbed. If anyone can tell me that
the loss of a little finger means the loss
of a man's employment for six months, I
can only reply that there is something
radically wrong somewhere.

Mr. Mann: That is one of the weak-
nesses of the Act.

Mr. WITHERS: The man in question
found that he was not able to bend the
other finger of the same band, and he took
the opportunity to come to Perth and con-
sult another doctor who told him that there
was nothing wrong with the remaining
fingers except that they had been per-
mitted to remain in splints too long. The
injured man, still not satisfied, consulted
yet another doctor and was told the same
thing. It was apparent then to him that be
had been kept out of employment for an
unnecessarily long period. From the time
of the accident to the period of his return,
no less than 26 weeks elapsed, and nearly
the whole of his compensation money had.
gone.

Afr. Teedale: Does that doctor hold a
Government position, because if be does,
he wants wiping off the roll?

Mr. WITHERS: He does hold a Gov-
ernment position. Week after week that
doctor collected fees through the insur-
ance and. prevented the man.' front
going back to work. This clearly
shows that there is a serious defect

in the Act. That kind of thing should noi
be permitted to occur. Dr. Timms it waE
who told the patient that there was reall)
nothing wrong with the other fingers, bid
that he should get a little more than thE
amount stipulated.

Mr. Teesdale: Who was paying hini th(
insurance money?

Mr. WITHERS: It was Government in.
surance and, of course, the Governineni
lost by it. The Government paid £fll
plus a few pounds in addition.

Mr. Mann: The insurance comnparnrp
have been complaining about the samE
thing.

Mr. WITHERS: It is something thai
needs to be looked into. Medical fees ir
these cases are much too high.

MNr. Mann. Probably not too high in cr.
tamn cases, but unfortunately there are un-
scrupulous men who take advantage of the
position.

Mr. WITHERS: Another matter tc
which I wish to refer is the completion oJ
Parliament House during the centenar3
year. As a country member I regret th(
absence of many conveniences in thi
building, and I ant sure other countY)
members as weUl as myself would appreci-
ate any action that might be taken by th(
Government towards making a beginninE
in the direction of completing the build.
ing. It would be advisable to make a corn
mencement during the recess so that w(
might take advantage of the additional ac.
commodation during the centenary year
One never knows, but any one of us ma3
be defeated at the next elections. If the
work is left until after the centenary, wE
might hear that any proposal to im prove Par-
liament Rouse would he a waste of money
Before closing I desire to add my simpe
quota. to what has been said about the
influx of Southern Europeans. It may he
said that the subject has been worn thread.
hare. I admit that it has been dealt witi
from almost every angle and that there b
not much left for me to say. As one of the
members from the South-West, however
I am aware that Southern Europeans have
invaded the timber trade and other avoca.
tions, and have taken the place of Brit,
ishers in many instances. I am astonnde
at the utterances of some members whc
have defended the Sontbern Europeans an
who are prepared to take advantage of the
presence of these people and give theno
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preference ov-er Britishers. That is done
be0cause Southern Europeans work for
lower rates. I read a good letter recently
in a newspaper. It was written by Mr.
Parkes. of Donnybrook and dealt with the
question of the employment of foreigners.
It brought hack to my mind the early his-
tory of Western Australia, and more par-
ticularly the early history of the gold-
fields. Only a week or so ago the anniver-
v'ary of the discovery of the Murchison
and Coolgardie by Bayley and Ford was
referred to in an article published in the
"West Australian." We are aware what
happened in Coolgardie in the early days,
and at Kalgoorlie a few years afterwards.
We know that in the train of development
there were thousands of foreigners and
that whilst the Britisher went out to
pioneer the goldfields and built streets,
erected buildings and all the conveniences
associated with civilisation, the Southern
European was satisfied to follow and to
erect a little humpy on mining leases in
which to live. I do not stand for that
kind of thing, and the person who upholds
it is deserving of censure. Our own
people have gone outback into the
wheat lands and have proved that those
areas are capable of being cultivated
profitably. Then again there appears
foreign labour, and advantage is taken
of its presence. We should be British
enough to stick to our own people. If the
pioneers of the goldfields and the wheat
areas were all loyal and employed people
of their own nationality, even though they
did not get quite the same satisfactory re-
sults, the position of things would be very
much better. We admit that the Southern
European has as much right to live as any
other individual, but in choosing between
the Britisher and the foreigner, -we should
consider the question of loyalty. ,Let as
see how loyal the southern Europeans are
to each other. Go over to James-street, and
see where the foreigners' shops arc and who
patronises. them. The wine saloons and
spaghetti shops, are patronised by men,
from the woodlines and from the timber
areas. In the timber districts one may see
macaroni being brought by the case to thle
sidings though their agents who -are of
their own nationality. This sbows to what
extent their patriotism runs whilst we have
not sufficient of it to give preference of em-
ployment to our o'wn people. That is the

position as I find it and it hurts to hear
people talking about their true ]British
spirit and all the rest of it; yet they take
advantage of the ignorance of the foreigners
and employ them at wages lower than those
asked by Britishers. At the same time I
have known some of the Southern Euro-
peans to become the best of unionists. This
state of affairs is reached when they get
to know the conditions. In the interval,
however, they have been exploited and for a
considerable period also.

Mr. Mann: Have you seen their gardens
at Osborne Park?

Mr. WITHERS: There are Southern
European farmers in my district who have
married Australian women and who have
become good citizens. I know also of
dozens of naturalised Italians whose child-
ren attend our State schools.

Mr, Mann: They are taking the placeof
the Chinese in market gardening.

Mr. WITHERS: That might be so,
but there are still any number of Chinese
who are selling vegetables. At the same
time we can do that work ourselves. The
Southern Europeans go out into the wheat
belt and there they are employed because
of their cheap labour. There is just another
item on which I wish to touch. It deals
with level crossings. We have dangerous
level crossings in our town, crossings that
were dangerous enough in the days of slow
travel, but which are much more dangerous
to-day on account of the fast traffic. We
are living in, a. motor age, and the traffic
is both heavy and fast compared to what
it -was a few years ago. I understand that
the Minister for Railways has the matter
in hand, and I hope that Bunbury will par-
ticipate in the improvements that it is un-
derstood are to be carried out. I appreciate
what the Minister for Railways has already
done for the district I represent. He has
been liberal to a degree, and it is satisfactory
to know that the round-house workshops are
almost completed. When the buildings are
finished in three months' time they will be
a credit to the Government and to the State.
Still, it savours of a pig with one ear.
While we want those facilities, 'we also -want
the harbour facilities to be provided sim-
ultaneously.

Hon. G-. Taylor: You still have that two
miles of railway leading to the racecourse.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, but if anyone
came along some dark night and took it up
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he would be welcome to it. We badly need
the harbour facilities to enable our cargo
to be handled and to bring Bunbury into
line with the more favoured ports in the
State, I trust that the few remarks I have
made have reached the ears of Ministers.
1 have spoken not for the sake of having
something to say or to play up to senti-
ment, but to get the Government to take
notice of suggestions that are offered for
the benefit of my constituents.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.46]: Dur-
ing the last few ntiontlis I have acted for the
member for Swan (Mr. Sampson), who is
absent from this State, and I have been able
to s-ee polities from a new angle. If soma
of the residents of the metropolitan area
knew of same of the things that come to
light when one is enab~cd to look at politics
from such an angle, they woulil be very
surprised indeed. I have in mind one matter
that a constituent of the ni'nnber for Swan
consulted rue about, namely, the question of
his cows. le complained that of 80 cows,
20 had been condemned on the ground that
they were suffering from tuberculosis. If
the people of the metropolitan area realised
that the dairy herds -round about contained
one tubercular cow in four, they would ap-
preciate the point stressed b1'y Dr. Saw and
others- regarding disease and the need for a
pasteurised milk supply for Perth.

Mr'. Sleeman: Do you make that state-
ment that one in four is suffering- from
tuberculosis.

Mr. NORTH: No; the complaint was
made to me that the department had been
very harsh in that 211 out of SO1 cows had
been condemned as tubercular and had been
destroyed. The writer ivanted to know how
he stood in the matter of compensation, It
is rather illuminating for a metropolitan
member to find that such a state olf things
cnn exist. It is fortunate for us that legis-
lation is in forceP to clean up the dairy herds
so that the metropolitan milk supplyv will
he purer than it has been ini the past. It
is quite had enough to be exposed to the
risks of delay' and contamination by disease
resculting from delay. but when it is found
that one cow in every four of a herd is
tubercular, the position is indeed serious.

Mr. Thouison: It is also serious for the
dairyman.

Mr. NORTH: Yes, He was asking- for
compensation under the Act, hut I under-
stand he had riot registered and therefore
could not claim anything. Perhaps it would

be better for mec to leave another meminber's
electorate alone, because the member for
Swan will be back in a moith or two and
wilt be able to deal with that question on the
Estimate.,. There are a few inatteis, affet-
inir miv district to which I wish to rafer. It
is not idea-ant to have to deal with small
local matters, but the Address-in-reply en-
ables metnbers, to bring themi up andl :-tigfy
their elee-tors%. It a mnembier does, not speak,
it may he charged against him that lie is
not taking Imee sarv action. If hie does,
speak, it may he said that he is. wearying
ncu'nier, who mpe no wis;er al a resnlIt of
what he has ijaid. I take it that slmee~hes
are made to forestall any onplaints on the
part of those electors who follow up the
"Hansard" reports. Infant health centre.,
constitute one of t he most striking improve-
ments introduced into various districts. In
my district they are doing ireli, but thiere is;
an urgent demand for buildings, for this
work. 'While the centres are doing excellent
wvork, what is the use of continuingl themn if
we cannot get building-s to acconmmodate
them ? I suggest to the Government that
the Entertainments TaN Act be altered in
respect to the meaning of the word "lios-
Pita]." The Art provides that money may
hie collected hy way of entertainvientsi tax
for the purpose of hospitals. If the defini-
tion of hospital included "infant health
centres" that would overcome the difficult -
and enable the MIiist.er to finance hujirhugs.
It would be an important improvement and
would involve no delinite increase, in taxa-
tion at present. The member for Suhiaco
(Mr. 'Riehaidson) referred to the s:torm
water trouble. This is an important qlues-
tion affecting the whole of the metroplolitan
area. The memiiber for Per-th has the samie
difficulty, so have I, so has the member for
Subiaco.

'Mr. MaNnn: And East Perth, too.
Mr. NORTH: Yes. I have made inqjuiries,

from men who should understand the ques-
tion and they have told met that the wrater
blanket in the meptropolitan area i.; rising.
and that this is a problema all over the world.
It is suggested that the only real cure is to
put in deep drainage, which is very cosqtl.
It nours to me in rctzard to Subiaco that it
would have been wiser to tackle the deep
drainage before undertaking the sewerage
scheme. The seweragre will bare eo-st over
half a million biefore it is finished, and yet
in Subiaco one can see the same lakes and
ponds- that were there before. Not one inch
of water has been taken off the surface,
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although half a million of money has been
expended. It is a serious position because
the question of deep drainage for storm
water is still with us and is becoming more
of a menace every year. This question in-
volves other questions. Mfany suburban
areas are unable to undertake 'deep sewer-
age and are putting in septic tanks. That
invol)ves, a question of ton much water lying
about in winter time. In all the low-tyingo
levels it is quite impossible for the tanks to
operate, and so wre are thrown back on the
same question of removing the surface
waters. It would be far wiser for the Gov-
ernment to look into that question than to
continue the extension of deep sewerage,
because the curing of the water level diffi-
culty in the metropolitan area would be the
curi ng of a bigger evil than lack of
sewerage which, after all, need apply only
in special parts of low-lying districts.
There is another phase of the sewerage
question upon which I 'wish to touch.
It is unfortunate that I should have
to speak on this subject, but it is a
vital one in growing suburban areas and I
cannot refrain frm speaking on it until it
has been dealt with. I shioald much prefer
to talk on some of the big subjects. but this
is a question that is brought closely home to
me. I ask the Government to set a good
example by installing septic tanks at the
schools and railway stations in Iny district.
In the report of thie Education Department
for this, year, there is a complaint by a lady
who made an inspection in the interests of
hygiene. She said the condition of the con-
veniences was disgusting. That is just what
we should espect. and I urge the Education
Department andi the Railway Department to
instal septic tanks wherever possible straight
away. I have made a personal inspection of
the CottesloeCGlaremont district where there
arc four or live stations on thbe metropolitan
line. The conveniences 'were all disgusting
in the sense that they would not be if tanks
were installed. That could be done at very
small cost. It is up to the Government to
set an example to the local authorities -who
are attempting to get septic tanks installed
in their areas- Coming to the question of
the tanks themselves, two sessions ago we
passed ant amendment of the Health Act to
permit of septic tanks being iustal~ed. Cer-
tain evils hare arisen from that legislation,
which needs to be amended. In the first
place there is a difficulty regarding the
drainage of low-lying areas and there is a
fear that local authorities will tompel. house

holders who live in flooded areas to instal
tanks. That would cause difficulty until the
Government are able to drain those areas.
There are other difficulties confronting us,
and I am glad that the acting Minister for
Works is in his seat. He knows there have
been increases of deep scwerrge in districts
whbere tanks were to have been installed,
and the friction involved by the rival
schemes has not been abated. As the M1in-
ister has not been able to satisfy the local
authorities as to how for the sewerage is to
be extended, the installation of the tanks is
being held up. That is a pity. It is sug-
gested for the Government's considerationl
that the law should be amended so that when
the Government instal deep sewerage after
a local authority has already installed septic
tanks, the deep sewerage installation should
carry compensation to householders for the
money spent on the tanks. That is a rea-
sonable provision. Where tanks have been
provided, there should be no need whatever
to put in deep -sewerage within a reasnonable
period of; say, 15 years. If the Government
alter their minds and instal deep sewerage,
they should at least compen sate the house-
holders who have gone to an vxpense of £20
or £30 to meet the need meanwhile. If that
provision were given effect to, there is no
reason why large areas now on the verge of
installing septic tanks should not conic to a
decision right away and clean up the metro-
lpohtanl area iii this way. Now I come to
another matter to which I referred last
session. On that occasion it caused some
amusement. I refer to shags and the shag
menace. It is hard to make membets realise
that one is dealing with a real menace-the
large number of birds which are doing no
good at all, but are doing much harm. I
urge inembers to support this claim to have
those birds removed from the list of pro-
tected birds.

Hfon. G. Taylor: Are they protected now?
Mr. NORiTH: Yes. Someone told me that

if I called them river cormorants I would
get a better reception than by calling them
shags. I am quite prepared to call them
river cormorants. Those birds arc said to
cat six or seven pounds of fish per day.
Even if they eat only six or seven fish per
day, they are increasing in thousands every
year and are defiling the yachts all over the
river.

Mr. Thomson: What is the meason for
their being protected
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Mr. NORTH: It is because they are sup-
posed to eat the cobbler. That seems to be
a great virtue claimed for them.

Hon. G. Taylor: You do not mean the
shoemakeri

Mr. NORTH: The hion. member under-
stands what I mean. The cobbler is really
a good fish to eat, so it is no recommendation
for the birds. Although this may seem "a
very small matter to bring up in this im-
portant House, it is a big question for the
yachtsmen on the river right from Perth to
Fremantle. In each of the districts through
which the river flows are yachts worth thous-
ands of pounds that are being riterally
ruined by those birds. There is no use in
them, and I do urge the Government to re-
move that protection and allow the birds
to he kept within reasonable limits. Now
I come to the matter of level crossings which
was referred to very shortly by the member
for Bunhury (Mfr. Withers). A representa-
tive dcputation, which I bad the honour to
lead, waited on the M14inister for Railways
some three or four months ago with regard
to level crossings in the metropolitan area.
That deputation included four or five mnem-
bers. of Parliament and seven or eight
mayors or chairmen of road boards. I am
glad to say the Minister then made a definite
promise that he would take action and would
provide for one or two of these crossings
every year. Some months have elapsed
since then, and I would like to learn from
the Government when it will he possible to
make provision for dealing with level cross-
ings. It is a matter of extreme urgency.
The deputation was so influential that I
think the Minister was somewhat impressed.
Though at the start he seemed inclined to
pooh-pooh the remnarks addressed to him,
having heard the testimony of doctors and1
others, he recognised that the erossings were
a deadly danger to the people of the metro-
politan area. Nowhere in the world, I be-
lieve, could one find a larger number of
crossings in so short a distance and with so
many trains passing day and night. The
accidents on those crossings speak for the
danger: they are becoming far too frequent.
I would like to learn from the Government
that some decision has been arrived at, and
that bridges or subways are to be built
There are one or two had places in the
Guildford, Cottesloc, and North Fremantle
areas.

Mr, Rowe: In North Fremantle they have
been fixed up.

Mr. Thomson: There are some bad eross-
ings in the country distriets too.

Mr. NORTH: I have no doubt of it. The
question is a serious one throughout the
world. A train from Chicago to New York
used to do the journey iu 18 hours, but ther4
were so many accidents on crossings that
the time of transit was increased to 20 hours,
at which it stands to-day. So that even in
the United States the danger of running
hig-h-speed (rains over level crossings is
recog-nised. I now leave that question,
which, however, is vitni. These are all small
matters, and now I would like to touch for
a few minutes on a big question. I desire
to refer to the article of a Frenchman pub-
lished in yesterdaiy's newspaper-I dare say
hion. mniehe have seen it-on the question
of present conditions in Australia. The
writer said that Australia had a wonderful
race of people and that the workers were
all well provided for. He painted a rosy
picture of an ideal country. However, at
the finish tbere was a nasty little rapier-like
thrust, when he said that we were an ideal
instance of socialism with wonderful houses
and happy people and doing it all by debt.
He said this country was practising "social-
ism in our time" on borrowed money. That
was it, put in a nutshell. It wvas nasty of
him to put a sting in the tail like that. It
is nasty, too, that he should start trouble in
that way among the countries that lend us
money, by telling them that wj are building
uip this happy illusion of prosperous homes
on 130,000 men in the country carrying the
burdens, of 6,000,000.

Mr. Lindsay: It is true, all the same.
Mr. NORTH: I would like the article to

he answered. We have a very able Pre-
mier, 'who probably has seen those remarks.
The same criticism has been published in
many places besides in that article. It is
frequently said that things are all very welt
in Australia, but that it is all done on bor-
rowed money.

'Mr. Thomson: Only by borrowing money
can one dev elop a country.

Mr. NORTH: Suppose Mr. Collier de-
cided this ea not to bring down a Loan
Bill for £4,000.000, where would West-
ern Australia he?" Therefore, I con-
sider that this criticism, striking and acute
criticism to come from n stranger after a
fewv weeks' stay, should be answered by
Cabinet.

'Mr. Mann: Is, the mriter of any promi-
nence? Is bhe worth answering!

MNr. NORTH : His atele will be piuh-
lished all over England, and all the finan-
ciers will read it,
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The Premier: Is that the Frenchman?

Mr, NORTH: Yes. I think his article
demands an a'nswer.

The Premier: Oh, I don't know. He said
our girls were all right, and what does the
rest of it matter anyway?

Mr'. NORTH: The beginning of the article
made one feel proud of Australia, but there
was that nasty sting in the tail. I think
it would be very apposite if the nest issue
of the Oovernment's publicity reports gave
some figures to show the critics that we
are standing on our own feet.

The Premier: That writer's book will be
read only in France.

Mr. NORTH: The article has got ats far
as Western Australia, which is a long way
from his home. Another unfortunate state-
ment 'was published in regard to wheat.
No doubt we are told year after year that,
according to false or lugubrious reports
from Europe, wheat prospects are bad. The
criticisms of experts on the other side of the
world regarding 'wheat supplies go to
show-

Mr. Mann: That is not a very influential
journal.

Mr. NORTH: Doubtless, but it is nice
to be able to answer these criticisms, when
we ate shown how parlous may he the
position of our primary industry. These
forecasts might come true one year. I do
not say they will come true this year, but
they have been made year after -year. We
should realise that we have a market which
we now despise, but -which is growing and
which will. ultimately be something, namely,
our own home market. That market it is
now the policy of the Federal Government
and of both sides in the Federal Parliament
to maintain by protection. 'When such re-
ports come from Europe, where our big
market is to-day, hon. members who are
inclined to cavil at protection and all it
means should bear in mind that it will be a
happy day for Western Australia when we
have our own people to buy oar own wheat.
With those few remarks I will leave the
debate, because, having been here three or
four years now, I realise that more good
can be done by writing to Ministers and
seeing them than by occupying the time of
the House.

M&. A. WANSBROUGH (Albany)
[9.10]3: I wish to express my thanks to
His Excellency the Governor for the brief
and precise Speech he has been pleased to
deliver to Parliament. The contents of the
Speech may not have been information to
hon. member;, but it was information neces-
sary to be appreciated by the general pub-
lie. The Premier, the Leader of the Op-,
position, and the Leader of the Country
Party havin'g dealt fully with the financial
position, I shall say nothing upon it except
that Western Australia is to be congratu-
lated on having attained that positiont.
Wheat production, it is pleasing to note,
increases year by year; last year the in-
crease exceeded 5,000,000 bushels. To my
mind that fact proves that with proper
farming methods Western Australia can
produce at the same level as the Eastern
States, I sincerely hope that the campaign
initiated for raising 50,000,000 bushels of
wheat in the centenary year will be suc-
cessful.

Mr, Lindsay: It cannot be done by cam-
paigning; it can only be done by work.

Mr. A. WANSELIOUGH: It will be done
by work. While on the question of wheat
production, I am glad to note certain fig-
ures on the wheat map produced by the
Deputy Government Statist. That mnap
shows the yields of the various districts, and
I observe that the despised districts of On-
gerup and Needilup rank fourth in the
State. Bullfinch has 19.5 bushels, Southern
Cross 17.67, Dalwallinat 17.21, and Ongerup
10.0 per acre.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is that the average for
each districlA

Mx. A. WANSEROUGH: Yes, accord-
ing to the Deputy Government Statist. I
mention these figures because I wish to re -
mind the Cabinet, and especially the Min-
ister for Lands, that in the area between
Ongerup and Newdegate there are still huni-
dreds of thousands of acres of similar land
awaiting development and productivity. To
my mind, the development and prodnectivity
can only be brought about by railway corn-
inunciation. I trust that the Migration aind
Development Commission who are now in-
vestigating the 3,500 farms scheme will in-
vestigate that country also. As to the 3,500
farms sebeme, I do not wish to be sarcastic,
nor do I wish to cast reflections on my
friends who occupy the cross benches. How-
eve;, the speech of the Leader of -the Coun-
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try Party appeared to indicate two policies
-ne policy as a producer, and another

policy as a member of his organisation.
While the hon. member was speaking I
took notes of his remarks, and this is cx-
actly what he said-

I want it to be clearly understood that our party
stad strictly to this policy, namely the atural
flow to the nearest port of shipment, providing
that there are natural facilities. The Country
Party cannot ho accused of feeling in any way
antagonistic to the port of Esperance.

A little later he said-
A phae of the question well worth considering

is whether it would not be cheaper to construct
a few additional miles of railway than to incur the
expenditure in developing another port.

I do not know what the hon. member
meant when he referred to a "few addit-
ional miles." I assumed the hon. member
was referring to the Porrestania country,
for which the natural port is Naperanee.

Mr. Thomson: I was drawing attention
to the natural port at Albany, which you
represent, and it is may port, too.

Mr. Lindsay: You do not object to the
member for IKatanning (Mr. Thomson)
supporting Albany '

Mr. A. WANSBROTJGH: No. I do not.
I do not -want a diversion of trade to the
port that is not the natural one for the
district. Further, the hon. member said-

I know that in this matter the member for Albany
will welcome my co-operation and that of my party.
because it is vital to his electorate and nme
also, that the utilities at the port of Albany
shall be utilired to the fullest extent.

Mr. Thomson: There you have it.

2Mr. A. WANSBROUO-H: I am not pre-
pared to support a policy of diversion of
trade, for I stand four-square in favour or
a policy of decentralisation. I am not
in favour of any diversion of trade as
suggested by the member for Katanning.
If he advocates that each port shall have
the advantage of its geographical position,
and have the advantage of the trade within
its natural zone, I am with him, but I do
not want any unnatural diversion of trade
to the detriment of another port.

-Mr. Thomson: Do you not think it would
be more profitable to build two or three
miles of railway, instead of spending a
million pounds or more on construting-

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: The hon. mem-
ber now indicates what be means! The

country he refer., to is 100 miles f urthei
away.

Mr. Lindsay:- Even so, that would cosl
less than a harbour.

Mr. A. WANSBROtJQH: By diverting
the tirade to a port that is not the natural
outlet, we add to the cost of transport and
that is reflected in the cost to the con-
sumer. Albany does not ask for the trade
that belongs geographically to anothei
port

Mr. Thomson: Do you suggest that I
propose that i

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: That is what
I gathered from the hon. member's speech

Mr. Thomson: I suggest that you read
it again.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: All that Al-
bany wants is the trade that the port is
entitled to, nothing more but nothing less.

Mr. Mann: To which port do you sug-
gest that produce should got

Mr. A. WANSB ROUGH: I am not mak-
ing any suggestion at all. If the mem-
ber for Ratanning referred to the Fovea-
tania country, that trade should go to
Esperance.

Mr. Thomson:- I would not refer to land
in the south-eastern portions of my dis-
trict, would I?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: That land
would he 120 miles from Albany. .1 am not
prepared to go out of the Albany zone, or
for diversion of trade.

Mr. C. P. Wansbroug-b: That zone has
yet to be defined.

Mr. A. WANSEROUGH: It has been
defined.

Mr. Thomson: You are attempting to
place a limitation upon the area I referred
to.

Mr. A. WANSEROUGH: In dealing
with the 3,000 farms scheme, I have suffi-
cient faith in the personnel of the De-
velopment and Mligration Commission to
know that they will view the position as
they find it and do justice all round. I
desire to see the available utilities made
use of to the fullest extent, but I do not
desire trade to the detriment of another
port, or additional cost of transport. I
congratulate the member for Katanning
upon his references to the Fremantle
bridge and harbour extensions. I agree
with him that before the House should be
asked to pass the necessary appropriations
for the construction (It that bridge, a full
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and comprehensive scheme covering the
development of the Fremantle harbour
should be laid upon the Table. Unless that
is done, I shall oppose the construction of
the Fremantle bridge.

Mr. Lindsay: Another rebel in the
ranks!

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: This is not a
party question; it is a State mattdr.

M1r. Thomnson: That is the was we should
regard it.

Mr. A. WAX SBROUGH: I listened to
the speech of the Minister for Lands re-
garding group settlement mnatters and I re-
gret to admit that the picture he painted
respecting my constituency was fairly
true. It will make unpleasant reading for
the general public. We should be ex-
tremely pleased to know that the Govern-
ment are determined upon a policy of fix-
ing a period during which Government as-
sistance will be extended, thus putting the
group settlers on a sound footing. The
group settlers in the Albany electorate will
welcome the change. They have been a
long-suffering people and, had this policy
been in operation three years ago, many of
the earlier settlers would still be on their
blocks.

M1r. Thomson: Mlany of them were good
mlen, too.

Mr. A. WAKSBROUGH: We have prob-
ably lost some of the best migrants we
pRer had.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: Where have
%hey gone?

Mr. A. WANSEROUGH: Some of them
ire to be found among the unemployed. I
iope that, under the new arrangements,
nany of the outstanding disabilities and
rricvances will be rectified. I congratulate
he -Minister upon the energy he has din-
flayed. 'Most hon. members have dealt
rith the main roads question, and I wish
o refer to it. I do not propose to exon-
rTate the members of the Main Roads
loard from their responsibilities, but I re-
vot that members who have spoken have
ot seen ~fit to place the true position be-
ore the people. Every hon. nmember 'knows
bat the construction of roads under the
cdaeral system is governed by the Federal
,id Roads Act, not by the State Main
oads Act.

Mr. Lindsay: There is nothing in the
Commonwealth Act about plans and speci-
fications.

Mr. A. WANSB3ROUGH: The Federal
Act governs the position and the Main
Roads Board have to work under it. Two
years ago the eonntruetion of King-Napier-
road in my district was approved. Three
sets of plans and specifications were sub-
mitted end only a fortnight ago wa- ap-
proval obtained for the work, which was
gazetted yesterday. Hon. members bare
not yet been fair about this matter, and
it is regrettable that they have not been
prepared to he honest and admit where the
responsibility lies, ft has been insinuated
that the chief cause of the trouble has been
Ministerial interference. 'Mr. Hector Stew-
art, M..L.C., in a letter appeasing in the
Press made certain statements that should
be on record in "Hansard."' His letter was
as follows:

The views expressed in a recent statement by
Afr. A. H1. Malloch, who, through the Good REad.
Association, took a prominent part in advocating
the formation of a Main Roads Board free from

liD11tical interference, are undoubtedly very widely
d.lIn efect his main contention is that much

road construction is being carried out on & basis
beyond the present economic capacity of the oun-
try to bear, and that opinion is generally held
by those who by travel and experience are qualified
to judge. Mr. Malloch appreciates the influence
of the Main Roads Act in encouraging local auth-
orities; to provide continuity of good roads..- The
pity of it is that the powers introduced into the
Act--on the reconmnendation of the Select Com-
mittee-whereby the services and valuable know.
ledge and experience of the local authorities could
be fully utilised, were ignored, and in consequence
an enormous amount of the work was carried out
by the Main Roads Board, utilising inefficient day
labour, under Mlinisterial direction, ad debarring
the needy settler and his team, whereas the local
authorities could hare done the samze work at a
fraction of the enormous cost for which they are
now being called upon to contribute according to
allocation on the basis of benefits conferred.

The 'responsibility for the work is governed
by the Main Roads Act and it is not sub-
ject to direction by the Minister. Ron.
members know th 'at that is the position.
Therefore the least they can do is to be
honest and admit where that responsibility
lies.

Mr. Lindsay: Under which Act 9
Mfr. A. WANSBRO1JGH: It is under our

Main Roads Act.
Mr. Lindsay: What is the trouble?.
Mr. A. WAN SBROUGH: Some members

complained abolqt the apportionment to the
v~arious. rogd boards.
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Mr. Lindsay: Not at all. The complaints
were about inability to get the work done.
The only trouble about the apportionments
is that local authorities are asked to pay
for something for which they hare not re-
ceived value.

Alr. A. WAI4SBIIOIGH: That may b~e so,
but hon. members should he frank about a
big job like this. They know that~ at the
outset they were running from Minister to
MAain Roads Board and hack again to get
unfortunate men at work before Christmas.
They know perfectly well that there was no
approval for the Commonwealth part of it
until the 16th December.

Ron. G. Taylor: Is that last yearV
Mr. A. WANSBROTJGH: No, that was

in the first year the scheme was in opera-
tion.

Mr. Lindsay: You know that 1,100 men
were put on from the beginning of Janu-
ary till the 10th of that month.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Would the hon.
member suggest that those men should have
been sent out on the 17th December. brought
hack, and then sent out again later on?

Mr. Thomson: The remarkable thing about
it was the -way men were sent to particular
districts.

Mr. A.. WANSBIIOtGH: That did. not
make any difference. Ct any rde, it was
no adrantagd in my electorate so far as the
rolls were concerned.

Mr. Thbomson: Was it not?
Mr. A. WANSEROIJOR: Of the men

sent to my electorpfle 50 per cent. were not
eligible to be enrolled.

Mr. Lindsay: That was unfortunate.
Mr. A. WANSBROTJGH: No, it was not.
Mr. Teesdale: This was in 1.926-pretty

old stuff?1
Mr. A. WANSBROLTGH: It is time we

had the truth.
Mir. Lindsay: It was Federal money that

was being expended and the Act said the
work bad to he done by contract.

Mr. A. WANSEROUGH: And those re-
sponsible for this work did it by day work.

Mr. Thomson: And that explains why the
Commonwealth held up £53,000, as disclosed
in the returns.

Hon. 0. Taylor: That was the early part
of last year.

Mr. A. WANSEROUGH: Of course, we
know where the complaint came from.

Mr. Teesdale: I wouldn't go into it.
Mr. A. WANSHEIROUGH: The complaint

was made by the members for Forrest and

Swan in the Federal Rouse of Represeata
tires.

Hon. G3. Taylor: Was it not justificd
Mr. Thomson: Evidently it was; else the]

would not hare stopped the £63,000.
Mr. A. WAN SBRtOUGH: Those member

did an injustice to the State.
The Premier: And will be punished foi

it in another two months.
Mir. A, WANSBROUGHI: Of the met

that came into my electorate, 50 per cent
were not eligible for enrolment.

lHon. 0. Taylor: That was only a mis
take; it was bad luck.

Mr. A. WANSBROUQH:. It has beet
said over and over again that men wen
sent out without tools. That was not thi
men's fauls.

Mr. Thomson: Of course not.
Mr. SPEAKER: Every member makin,-

a speech to the Assembly has the right b
be heard in silence. Members by consultinj
the Standing Orders will know where am
how they can interrupt. I hope I shall no
have to draw attention again to our Stand
ing Orders.

Mr. A., WANSBROUGH: It was point
edly put to me that my district also had
quota. It 'got a paltry 25. That did no
affect the majority. Why should we bar
these insults hurled across the Chamber
Let us be honest. As for the tools, the,
wvere delayed in transit. It was not the faul
either of the 'men or of the Main Road
Board

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Whose fault was it
Mr. A. WANSIROUGH: The delay oc

eurred in the Railway Department. It wa
admitted by the Minister for Railways him
self. Why should the blame be cast on th
unfortunate men? The other evening I wa
pleased to hear the Premier in r e ply to th
member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) stat
that it was proposed to consider on the Lot
Estimates the construction of the Cram
brook-lloyup railway. I hope that wi
be done, although it will not affect my dit
trict very much. I might be permitted t
remind the Premier that the Advisory Boar
reporting on that district estimated tha
from 2,000 to 2,500 settlers could be place
in that area in the form of group settlemen
Then there is a very large belt of eountr
between the Pardelup settlement and th
Frankland River. This, too, might he cor
sidered for future settlement, for it is we
watered and it carries good natural rassel
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Cowing to the question of railway coin-
menication for the Needilop and Salt River
districts, I may say these subjects have been
placed before the 'Premier on two occasions.
I hope the Premier will give early attention
to them, and I hope the promise that
the Railway Advisory Board will be re-
quested to -report on these districts will sooni
be fulfilled. The Salt River district is one
of the oldest districts of the State. In many
instances the settlers are compelled to cart
their produce uip to 40 or 50 miles. In the
Needilup district there are 50 or 60 settlers
carting distances up to 40 "tiles. To
give members an idea of what this district
is like I, propose to read the following pam.-
graph issued by the State Publicity officer
under the authority of the Premier:-

Foavoured Dintrirt.-The Onowangerup, Borden
and Salt River districts, east of Tambellup on the
Great Southern Railway, end spread over the rich
plains on the northern shed of the Stirling Range,
are amongst the favoured districts of Western
Australia, Situated in high southerly attitudes,
the climatic conditions throughout the year are as
near ideal as possible. The towering peaks of the
Stirling Range form a rugged and picturesque
background to the fertile undulating plains, mile
after mile of which have been brought under
cultivation. During a reent visit of the Premier
(Mr. P. Collier) statistics were furnished showing
the productivity of the land for wheat growing
and the suitability of the country for raising
high-grade sheep and wool. It is estimated that the
wheat average of the Onowangerup district is,
approximately, double that of the State average.
Last year some magnificent crops were harvested,
ranging from 30 to 42 bushels to the acre. Splendid
sheep studs have been esta~blished, the sheep being
hugs in frame, and one grower averaged a return
of 141bs. of wool per fleece for the whole of his
flock last year, almost double the average fleece
yield for the State. The Gnowangerup Road Board
area comprises only a little more than half a million
acres, and last year the value of wool handled
through brokers was £68,00, whilst 127,000 bags
of wheat were produced.

I have hero somne statistics arranged by the
Government Statistician. They gieth
production for the season 1927-28, showing
that the land held tinder conditional pur-
cha~e was 1,408,431 acres-, the land cleared,
including crops, was 598,602 acres, the acre-
age under crop was 203,225 acres, the wheat
produced was 1,730,902 bushels,' the oats
209.793 bushels, the hay 19,009 tons, the
potatoes 2,843 tons, apples 231,846 bushels,
pears 13,202 bushels, butter. 282,054 lbs.,
wool 1.681,867 lbs., horses 5,815, cattle 4,208,
sheep 223,818, pigs 2,077- 1 believe I can
say that at least 50 per cent, of that pro-
duction, except perhaps the apples and pota-
toes, came from beyonil a 20-mile radius of
any railway. I repeat that there are still

hundreds of thousands of acres lying dor-
mant in that district, purely a breeding
ground for dingoes. It will produce quite
equally to the statistics I have just read.
The last subject I wish to touch upon is the
Albany-Katanning-Eunbury train service.
I approach this matter rifher in the way
of complaint, and I trust the Minister for
Railways will do something to remove the
cause of that complaint. Briefly the posi-
tion is that a passenger wishing to travel
from Albany or any intermediate station
between Albany and Katanning, to Bunbury
finds it necessary to stay at Ratanniug for
24 hours, This means that a passenger
journeying to Hunbury by the Monday,
Wednesday, or Friday trains, the only trains
running, has to arrive at Katanning on tbe
Sunday, the Tuesday, or the Thursday by
the 11.46 p.m. train, and remain at Katan-
ning until 10.35 p.m. the following, day. I
know the Commissioner will say it is not
possible to delay tile departure ex Katan-
ninir to connect with the Albany train on
Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays, owing to
having to connect with the Bunhnrv-Perth
train ax Bunhury.

Mr. Thomnson: It is remarkable that they
cannot study the convenience of the public.

Mr. A. WANSBROTTGU: I -wish to sug-
gest to the MXinister that the crossing be
wade at the Brunswick Junction instead of
at Bunbury. This would enable the depar-
ture ex Katanning to connect with the
Albany train. The journey by this train
is quite sufficient punishment on any pas-
senger without his having -to wait 24 hours
at Katanning. I do hope the Minister will
give consideration to my suggestion.. As an
old Western Australian, incidentally one of
the second generation, T nam pleased to learn
that it is proposed to fittingly celebrate the
centenary of Western Australia. Whilst I
realise that none of us will be here to see
the second centenary-

M1r. Thomnson: Speak for yonrself.

Mr, A. WANSBROL T f: Well, I1 con-
fess I do not wish to see it. Still; I do
hope the coming celebration will he well
recorded in history so that future genera-
tions will know that Western Australia
looked after itself on its first birthday. T
regret having kept the House so long.

On motion by Mr. C. P. Wansbrough,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.44 p.m.
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